Inlands Farm Appeal (APP/U3935/W/21/3269667)
Archaeology Round Table Session
Supplementary Note
This note was prepared following the Archaeological Round Table Session to clarify the impact of the
Southern Connector Road (SCR) on roman remains identified within the vicinity of the Appeal Site.
The Roman small town is located either side of what was the Ermin Street Roman Road, which is
now known as the Wanborough Road, about a kilometre north-west of the Inlands Farm
development site (see Figure 2 - pink shaded area directly to the north of the Southern Connector
Road (SCR) cross-roads). The town would have covered several hectares and was in use throughout
most of the Roman period. Investigations, surveys, and excavations from the 1960s onwards have
recovered the remains of Roman masonry buildings, industrial activity, settlement remains and
graves. The main excavation took place in the late 1960s during the construction of the A419. To
avoid significant conflict with the Roman small town, the alignment of the proposed Southern
Connector Road (SCR) was altered, with the cross-roads between the SCR and Wanborough Road
shifting to the south-east.
More recent investigations for proposed housing, utilities and the SCR has uncovered a network of
smaller Roman farmsteads within the hinterland of the Roman town. One farmstead is located midway along the SCR and comprises three circular enclosures linked by a trackway or driveway (see
Figure 2). This is a small Roman farm. The west of the main enclosures are some other linear
features relating to the remains of fields and paddocks. A second farmstead is located partially
within the Appeal Site (Inlands Farm), and this is similar in terms of significance to a third area of
Roman remains found within the site at Symmetry Park, approximately 3.5km to the north of the
Appeal Site. This third area has been preserved in situ in pasture (See Appendix A of Ms PomeroyKellinger’s Proof of Evidence – CDC-13). The farmsteads would have had important relationship with
the town, generating food and resources for the town dwellers and travellers using the Roman Road.
The Roman farmstead that partially falls within the Inlands Farm proposed development site is the
eastern part of that farmstead (see Figure 1). This farmstead comprises a series of enclosures which
are concentrated east of the SCR. The farmstead is bisected by The Marsh and continues eastward
into the Appeal Site. The core of the western part of the site has been preserved from direct impacts
by the SCR and is now fenced off and in pasture.
There are some additional features west of the core probably relating to the farmstead which
comprise field boundaries and paddocks which are directly impacted by the SCR. These features are
of lesser significance than the core of the site and had already been disturbed and compromised by
the insertion to two waterpipes though them in recent years. As a result of these impacts, alongside
the consideration of other constraints along the proposed SCR route, the loss of these less significant

areas to archaeological excavation was considered acceptable1. The SCR alignment has been
carefully designed to avoid the core of the farmstead.
The route of the Southern Connector Road (SCR) was designed and located to minimise the direct
archaeological impacts and negative impacts on the setting, on the Roman small town of
Durocornovium (Wanborough) and two Roman farmsteads located to the south and east of
Wanborough Road.
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Figure 1: Extract from General Arrangement – Sheet 2 of 5 (Drawing No. NEVSCR-ATK-HML-SCR-DRD-0015 Rev P05).
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They are, however, being fully excavated as part of the SCR archaeological mitigation strategy.

Figure 2: Southern Connector Road – Proposed Route Overview Plan (Drawing No. NEVSCR-ATK-HML-SCR-DR-D-0019 Rev P03)

