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Construction of the Southern Connector Road at Eastern Swindon 
 
Introduction 
 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust accepts the need for the Southern Connector Road located 
broadly as defined in the planning application.  The Trust objects to the detailed 
implementation of the scheme as shown in the application S/19/0703 on the grounds as 
follows: 

• The scheme is inadequate in that it fails to adequately safeguard the route of the 
Wilts & Berks Canal as required by Local Plan Policy EN11 Heritage Transport 

• The scheme has been designed considering the requirements of the road only 
whereas both road and canal pass through the same corridor which offers 
challenging conditions and constraints. Consequently, it fails to adopt the best 
options for alignment, integration of environmental mitigation, land take and 
drainage which would be beneficlal to both schemes and therefore does not provide 
best value for the community. 

 
Background 
 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is restoring the historic route of the Wilts & Berks Canal with 
diversions where necessary to enable the reconnection of the Kennet and Avon Canal near 
Melksham through Swindon to the River Thames at Abingdon.   The trust is developing the 
canal with and for the local communities along the route as a public access area for walking, 
cycling or just watching as well as activities on the water.  The improvement of biodiversity 
and the environment for people are key aims of the restoration projects.  
 
The canal route from the crossing of Pack Hill road to the crossing of Wanborough Road is a 
particularly difficult length where the route runs approximately parallel to the Southern 
Connector Road.  An indicative line for the canal is shown on the masterplan accompanying 
the Local Plan 2026.  The trust has been carryout studies for some time to identify more 
clearly the exact route and how it will integrate with existing and proposed features and 
developments.  The canal alignment for this length depends particularly on the final detailed 
proposals for the road with its associated infrastructure and environmental mitigation, 
which have only been made public very recently.   
 
The Trust has been provided with site investigation data for the road, including the 
archaeological data.  Much of the probable canal route lies within the area covered by this 
data.  The canal route also is likely to lie in part within the land purchased by the council for 
the development of the road scheme. Additional physical factors strongly affecting the 
chosen route are the water courses and flood zones.  Three options have been developed 
for the southern end of this length of canal.  These have recently been the subject of public 
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consultation to assist final selection of a route to be promoted through the planning system. 
In contradiction to para. 3.6.10 in the Environmental Statement Volume 1 Chapter 3 - 
Alternatives Considered and Design Development an alternative route for the canal has yet 
to be agreed.  
 
Policy 
 
The first clause of the policy EN11 Heritage Transport says: 

  
a. The alignments of the Wilts & Berks Canal and North Wilts Canal, as shown 
indicatively on the Policies Map, shall be safeguarded with a view to their long-
term re-establishment as navigable waterways, by: 

• ensuring that development protects the integrity of the canal 
alignment and its associated structures; and 

• ensuring that where the canal is affected by development, the 
alignment is protected or an alternative alignment is provided; and 

• ensuring associated infrastructure of development does not prejudice 
the delivery of the canal.  

  
 
Canal considerations and interactions in the application scheme 
 
Representatives of the council’s design team and trust representatives have met twice to 
consider the impact of the developing road scheme on the canal. In the Environmental 
Statement Volume 1 Chapter 3 - Alternatives Considered and Design Development the 
emphasis is on avoiding the indicative canal line.  A design principle is stated as 
“Consideration of the Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal Trust safeguarded canal alignment 
including requirements for overbridges where the Proposed Scheme crosses the canal 
route”.  There is no indication in the application documents that this consideration has been 
followed through other than by attempting to avoid the indicative line of the canal.  
 
Avoiding the indicative line of the canal partly satisfies the requirements of EN11 but the 
proximity or overlap of the two corridors together with the need to identify more accurately 
where the canal corridor will be makes clear that avoidance alone is not sufficient in this 
case.  There are areas where the presence of the road scheme will prejudice the canal 
scheme by requiring additional works and costs.  
 
Road alignment and bridges 
The road alignment at the north end, either side of the crossing of Wanborough Road, is 
now much closer to the indicative canal line than was the case in the original masterplan.   
Approaching Wanborough Road the two are effectively in a single corridor with no usable 
space in between. The canal crossing point is fixed by the presence of archaeological 
remains and lies within the proposed roadworks for the junction improvement and the 
adjacent planting zones. 
 
At the south end the new roundabout is shown across the indicative line of the canal. This 
may in fact be the best option for the canal crossing but whichever of the present three 
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alternative canal lines or derivatives of them is adopted there will need to be at least one 
and probably two bridges to take the new roads over the canal. 
 
The road scheme does not indicate any canal bridges or allowance for them. 
 
The road scheme includes a cycleway and/or footpath on both sides throughout. A cycleway 
and footpath is included within the canal scheme and will provide a much more pleasant 
route for users without being too far from the road and properties accessed from it.  Cost 
could be saved by removing some of the cycleway/footpath alongside the road. 
 
Drainage and flood protection 
The whole area of the Eastern Villages development and the Southern Connector Road lie 
within the catchment of the River Cole, Liden Brook and other tributaries and is well known 
for being flood-prone.  For several years the canal trust has promoted the concept of using 
the canal to aid drainage and flood mitigation for the whole development area.  This 
concept has been rejected in favour of management of individual sites using SuDS schemes 
and thus requiring large areas of land to be reserved for potential flood storage. This does 
not prevent the canal scheme being used to aid the management of water from the road 
scheme.  In fact, at this location close to the summit of the canal additional water sources 
for the canal will be welcome.  Savings on other water management elements of the road 
scheme would be found. 
 
Environmental planting and mitigation 
The alternative canal routes stay close to the road alignment wherever possible or 
necessary.  This has the advantage of reducing the sterilization of land and the need to 
maintain access to small plots.  The disadvantage is that users of the canal corridor will be 
more exposed to traffic noise and fumes in a less enjoyable and relaxing environment.  The 
conflict with some of the road scheme’s environmental planting and mitigation has already 
been noted.  Mitigation works for the canal and road should include landscaping and 
planting to provide a screen between the two.  Some of this should be done to achieve 
maturity before the canal route is opened and therefore integration with the road scheme is 
highly desirable.  
 
Public Support and Consultation 
The canal trust has noted the general and widespread support amongst the population of 
Swindon for the restoration and creation of a new canal route.  The trust welcomes the 
support from the objection raised by South Swindon Parish Council and the concern of 
Wanborough Parish Council which state that it is important to safeguard the canal route and 
to demonstrate how an appropriate canal route can fit alongside the road scheme. 
 
Clearly there will also be concerns about specific issues, particularly amongst the 
landowners and residents who may be directly affected.  The trust has developed the 
present consultation exercise in order to draw out the issues and then go on to develop and 
fix the preferred option.  This is intended to bring clarity to the route and its implications as 
quickly as possible. 
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The consultation event on 29th May at Wanborough showed three alternative routes from 
the crossing of Pack Hill to Wanborough Road which interact with the Southern Connector 
Road in different ways and have varying impacts on the archaeological remains.  There was 
very strong support for the canal through this corridor and a strong preference for the 
eastern route which interacts least with the most important of the remains.  It still requires 
two road bridges over the canal and interacts with the road scheme and its mitigation 
proposals elsewhere. The preferred canal alignment needs to be confirmed for further 
development and consultation with the relevant authorities. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is greatly disappointed that the road scheme is not better 
integrated with the canal route when they are so close together and will inevitably have a 
mutual interaction during construction and use. The road design strategy of trying to avoid 
and ignore the canal route is inadequate.  The scheme fails to protect adequately the canal 
route and does prejudice the delivery of the canal by restricting options and causing extra 
costs. 
 
Bridges to carry the roads over the adopted canal route should be provided as a part of the 
road scheme. 
 
A road connection to Commonhead Roundabout is seen as vital to the successful 
development of the Eastern Villages.  The canal route will become a key component in the 
leisure and environmental resources of the communities in the Eastern Villages whilst 
providing the long-distance connections and environmental corridor to adjacent 
communities. The maximum benefit to the communities will be achieved by careful 
integration of the two schemes.   
 
The Trust Is working to develop the best possible option for the canal route and is ready to 
co-operate with others to achieve the best results for the community.   
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