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Dear Helen, 
 

APPEAL REFERENCE APP/U3935/W/21/3269667 – INLANDS FARM, THE MARSH, 

WANBOROUGH, SWINDON – HIGHWAYS POSITION STATEMENT 

 

We write in connection with the forthcoming Transport sessions (7th and 8th September) for the 
above appeal, and to provide a Position Statement in respect of discussions with the appellant’s 
highways consultants (WSP) over development impacts for the Strategic Road Network (SRN).  
This Position Statement provides an update to the Transport and Highways Statement of 
Common Ground (SoCG) between Highways England and WSP, signed by Highways England 
on the 29th July. 
 
The submitted SoCG states the following at 6.1.1: 
 
“The following transport matters are yet to be agreed with Highways England: 

• Traffic impacts, capacity assessments and any associated mitigation of the hybrid Appeal 
Site on the A419 Corridor including: 

o M4 J15; 
o Commonhead Roundabout (SBC junction with Highways England responsible for 

the on and off slips to the A419); and 
o White Hart Junction (SBC junction with Highways England responsible for the on 

and off slips to the A419)”. 
 
The submitted SoCG goes on to advise the following at paragraph 6.1.3: 
 
“Should capacity assessments identify the requirement for mitigation, then further modelling will 
be needed to demonstrate the scope and adequacy of that mitigation.  Furthermore, a design 
check will be required to confirm mitigation compliance with DMRB, any departures will need to 
be agreed in principle, RSA/ GG104 assessments will be required at M4 Junction 15 and a 
WCHAR may be required, and a suitable planning condition arrived at which limits the 
development in pace with the availability of the necessary mitigation”. 
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Recent Progress on Outstanding Matters 

 

On 1st July WSP (on behalf of the appellant) submitted to Highways England a GG104 

assessment for proposed mitigation at M4 Junction 15. 

 

Subsequently, on 20th July 2021, WSP (on behalf of the appellant) submitted to Highways 

England a document entitled ‘Supplementary Transport Submission 1 – A419 Corridor’.  The 

document provides the following additional materials: 

• Summary of VISSIM modelling of development impacts for the A419 corridor (chapter 2).  

Under separate cover, VISSIM model files have also been supplied for review by 

Highways England. 

• Details of proposed mitigation for M4 Junction 15 and the A419 Commonhead 

Roundabout (chapter 3). 

• Findings of merge and diverge capacity assessments for M4 Junction 15 and the A419 

Commonhead Roundabout (chapter 4). 

• Stage 1 Road Safety Audits (RSA) for proposed mitigation at M4 Junction 15 and the 

A419 Commonhead Roundabout (chapter 5). 

 

A meeting was held with WSP (acting on behalf of the appellant) on 28th July 2021 to discuss 

initial observations in respect of the ‘Supplementary Transport Submission 1 – A419 Corridor’ 

document.   

 

Following the discussion of initial observations, WSP subsequently submitted a revised version 

of the ‘Supplementary Transport Submission 1 – A419 Corridor’ document on 6th August 2021. 

 

Highways England remain in the process of reviewing the submitted information, with a view to 

confirming the following matters: 

• That VISSIM modelling has been undertaken in line with the agreed approach set out in 

the SoCG, that the reported model findings are accurate, and that the identified 

mitigation is sufficient to prevent unacceptable impact on highways safety and ensure 

that the residual cumulative impacts on the SRN are not severe. 

• That proposed mitigation complies with relevant standards set out in the Design Manual 

for Roads and Bridges (DMRB), and whether there will be a need to apply for departures 

or relaxations from standard, and whether any identified departures can be agreed in 

principle. 

• That supplied merge and diverge assessments have been undertaken in line with CD 

122 of the DMRB, and that the findings of the assessment are accurate, and no further 

improvements are required to improve merge or diverge capacity. 

• That Stage 1 Road Safety Audits have been undertaken in line with the brief agreed with 

Highways England, that the audits provide a satisfactory review of problems associated 

with the proposed mitigation, and that the Designer’s Response to the audit findings 

provides a suitable way forward to address identified problems. 
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Should our review identity that the above matters have not been adequately addressed then 

further work maybe required to overcome such matters.  

 

Forward Programme 

 

Following the meeting of 28th July 2021, it was agreed that Highways England would continue to 

review the supplied information, and that any requests for further information or clarifications 

would be provided to WSP and acted upon, in a timely fashion.  Both parties are therefore 

working together to attempt to resolve the outstanding matters ahead of the forthcoming 

Transport sessions.   

 

Highway England intend to submit an additional Position Statement and/or an updated SoCG 

on or before 31st August, to update the Inspector on Highways England’s review of the 

‘Supplementary Transport Submission 1 – A419 Corridor’ document, and to provide a further 

update on any outstanding matters.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Lisa McCaffrey 
 

 

Lisa McCaffrey 

Planning Manager (Highways Development Management) 


