
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact the Rights of Way Mapping Officer at: 
 
Swindon Borough Council 
Highways and Transport 
4th floor Wat Tyler House West 
Beckhampton Street 
Swindon SN1 2JH 
Tel: (01793) 466017   
Email:  menright@swindon.gov.uk      
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WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

 
SCHEDULE 14 

This is the standard pack for making an application for an Order to modify the 
Definitive Map and Statement of public rights of way in the Borough of 
Swindon. 
 
The pack contains the following forms: 
   

1. General information for applicants 
2. Guidance notes for completion of Form 1 
3. Form 1 – application form 
4. Form 1A – for use when landowner is unknown 
5. Guidance notes for completion of Form 2 
6. Form 2 – notice of application 
7. Form 3 – user evidence  
8. Form 4 – landowner evidence  
9. Form 5 – documentary evidence 
10. Guidance notes for completion of Form 6 
11. Form 6 – Certificate of service of notice 

 
 
 

 

APPLICATION FOR THE MODIFICATION OF THE  
SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCIL PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT   
 

mailto:menright@swindon.gov.uk


 

APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND 
STATEMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981: Schedule 14 
 

INFORMATION TO APPLICANT 
 

Under the provisions of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, a Modification Order may 
be applied for by any person who wishes the Definitive Map to be amended by either the 
addition, deletion, upgrading or downgrading of a route. In addition, the Statement 
containing the particulars of a right of way may be varied. Claims can be based on usage 
(user evidence) and/or documentary evidence. 

 
User Evidence     

 
Although a presumption of dedication can arise under common law, most claims 
involving user evidence are based on Section 31 of the Highways Act 1980, which 
states:- 

 
(1) “Where a way over any land, other than a way of such a character 

that use of it by the public could not give rise at common law to any 
presumption of dedication, has been actually enjoyed by the public 
as a right and without interruption for a full period of 20 years, the 
way is deemed to have been dedicated as a highway unless there 
is sufficient evidence that there was no intention during that period 
to dedicate it.  

(2) The period of 20 years referred to in sub-section (1) above is to be 
calculated retrospectively from the date when the right of the public 
to use the way is brought into question, whether by notice or 
otherwise.” 

 
As you will see, it is necessary to show that the public have used the way as of right 
and without interruption for a period of 20 or more years, running retrospectively from 
the date when the public’s right to use the way was first challenged. However, 
landowners can successfully rebut a claim if they can prove that either the way was used 
with their express permission only, or that they have otherwise prevented the 20 year 
period from accruing by effectively restricting access to the way, or by erecting 
prohibitory notices to counter any suggestion that there had been any intention to 
dedicate the route as a public right of way. It is also important that the way claimed 
follows a specific route and is not simply based on the public wandering at large. 

 
In order to establish such a claim, it is necessary to collect evidence from witnesses who 
can establish a period of use which, when assessed with other users, shows a collective 
period of at least twenty years’ uninterrupted use of the way, believing that they had the 
right to do so.   Evidence forms (FORM 3) are included in this pack for that purpose.    As 
many forms as possible should be submitted, with a marked map attached to each form 
indicating the exact route the witness has used. The witness should be aware that the 
completed form may be used to formulate a recommendation in a report to the 
appropriate Committee. As such it would be designated a “background paper” and 
become available for public inspection. Witnesses should be prepared to attend any 
future local Public Inquiry to support their evidence, if called upon to do so. 
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Documentary Evidence  
 

With regard to claims based on documentary evidence, it is necessary to supply 
historical and archival information gleaned from documents such as tithe maps, 
enclosure awards, and old ordnance survey maps etc., which, when considered with all 
other relevant evidence available, show that a right of way which is not shown on the 
map and statement subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsist over land to which the 
map relates. 

 
The applicant will be the promoter of the application and will be required to support it 
through its various stages. If the process seems too burdensome, the Parish/Community 
Council or Residents’ Association may be interested in assisting. It may be necessary to 
contact the applicant to carry out further investigations into the evidence, to answer 
queries, to serve the required notices, and in the event of objections, to be called as a 
witness at a local Public Inquiry. The applicant’s responsibility does not stop with the 
submission of the application form. However, should the Borough Council decide to 
make an Order, the necessary work to publish and defend it will be undertaken by the 
Authority. 

 
To apply formally for a Modification Order, you will need to do the following: 

 

 Complete FORM 1 – please read the notes carefully before completing. 
[only complete FORM 1A if you are unable to establish who owns the affected 
land] 

 

 If you have established who owns the affected land, complete FORM 2 and 
serve it on each landowner – please read the notes carefully before 
completing.  

 

 If the claim is based on user evidence, your witnesses must each complete 
FORM 3. 

 

 If the landowner(s) can provide evidence, ask him/her/them to complete 
FORM 4. 

 

 If the claim is based on documentary evidence, you must complete FORM 5. 
 

 If you have served FORM 2 on the affected landowner(s), complete FORM 6 
– please read the notes carefully before completing. 

 

 Submit the completed forms, together with any witness statements and/or 
documentary evidence, to Swindon Borough Council, at the address shown 
on the front sheet. 

 
Please be aware that the process can be time-consuming and may continue for 
several years. 
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FORM 1 - NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING FORM 1 
    
 

1. TO THE APPLICANT 
 
1.1 Schedule 14 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 establishes a 
 procedure  whereby applicants may be made to the surveying authority 
 (i.e. the Council) for a modification to be made to the Definitive Map and 
 Statement, of rights of way. A number of forms are involved in the 
 procedure and it is important that you comply with the various guidelines 
 included with this pack to avoid invalidating your application.  
 
 

2. APPLICATION FORM - FORM 1 
 
2.1 This form, correctly completed, describes the modification that is being 

sought for the map. You should read through all the options and decide 
which is the most appropriate. Definitions of the different types of right of 
way are given below. 

 
2.2   Definitions  

 
  Footpath: A highway over which the public has a right 

of way on foot only. 
 

  Bridleway: A highway over which the public has a right 
of way on foot, on horseback or leading a 
horse, or on a pedal cycle; cyclists must 
give way to other permitted users. In some 
cases, there may also be a right to lead or 
drive animals. 

 
  Restricted byway: A highway over which the rights are the 

same as those for a bridleway, with the 
addition of the right to drive a horse-drawn 
vehicle. Mechanically propelled vehicles, 
including motorcycles, are not permitted to 
use a restricted byway. 

 
  Byway open to all traffic 
  (BOAT):  A highway over which there is a right of 

way for all traffic, including mechanically 
propelled vehicles, but which is used mainly 
for the purpose for which footpaths and 
bridleways are so used. The use of 
mechanically propelled vehicles may be 
restricted when necessary to allow the 
surface of the way to recover. 
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2.3  Map 
 
 One of the most important requirements of this form is for a map, with the 
 subject route of the application marked clearly and precisely. The scale of 
 the map should be not less than two and a half inches to 1 mile, or 1:25,000. 
 However, you are strongly advised to use a larger scale such as 1:10,000 or, 
 ideally, 1:2,500. If you are submitting more than one application, a separate 
 map will be required for each route.    

 
2.4 Documentary Evidence  

 
 The schedule requires that an application should be accompanied by copies 
 of any documentary evidence (including statements of witnesses) which the 
 applicant wishes to adduce in support of the application. It is not adequate, 
 therefore, for an applicant merely to submit a list of documents in support of 
 the application, nor are handwritten extracts or tracings acceptable. Copies 
 of documents should include certified photocopies (coloured photocopies 
 where the originals are coloured or the detail unclear) or photographs. 
 Exemption will be made in the event that photocopying or photography is 
 prohibited by the document custodian, but this should be confirmed in 
 writing. The  documents submitted in evidence should be listed, together 
 with their sources and reference, on FORM 5. 
 
 
 

3. DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION  
 

3.1 If the Council has not determined the application within 12 months of 
receipt of FORM 1, the applicant may refer the matter to the Secretary of 
State who, after consulting the Council, may direct the latter to determine 
the application within a specified period. Appeals may also be made to the 
Secretary of State and to the Council within 28 days if the latter decides not 
to make the Order. 
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To: Rights of Way Mapping Officer  
 Swindon Borough Council 
 Highways and Transport 

4th floor Wat Tyler House West 
Beckhampton Street 
Swindon SN1 2JH 
 

I / We (i)………………………………………………………………………………..................... 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

of (ii) ...........................................................................................................…....................... 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

hereby apply for an order under Section 53(2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
modifying the Definitive Map and Statement for the area by:- 

 
(a)  deleting the footpath/bridleway/restricted byway/byway open to all traffic (BOAT)(iii)  

 
which runs from………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
to..............................................................................................................…………...... 
  

(b) adding the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT(iii)  
 

which runs from........................................................................................................... 
    

 to...............................................................................................................……………  

 
 
 
HMU/AE/ROW/Doc11(01/2007)(Revised 02/2015)               Page 6 of 24 

 
APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981  

Schedule 14 
 

 

FORM 

 

1 
 

 

 Data Protection    The information you provide will be used to process and determine 
your application and may be shared with other departments of the Council and with other 
statutory consultees. 
 
Swindon Borough Council complies with current Data Protection legislation. For further 
information, please contact the Data Protection Controller at Swindon Borough Council, 
Civic Offices, Euclid Street, Swindon SN1 2JH. 

 



 

(c) up-grading / down-grading to a footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT(iii)
 

the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT(iii)  
 
which runs from........................................................................................................... 
 
to ……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 

(d)    varying / adding to the particulars relating to the footpath / bridleway / restricted 
 byway / BOAT(iii)   
  
 which runs from..........................................................................………………………. 
  
 to...............................................................................................................…………….
  
 by providing that …………………………………………………………. ………………... 
  
 .............................................................................................................………………..  

 
.............................................……………………………………………………………. 
 
and shown on the map annexed hereto.  
 
 

I / We attach copies of the following documentary evidence (including statements of 
witnesses) in support of this application(iv): 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

    
 

Signed...........................................................................    
 

Signed:............................................…………………….   Dated……………………………... 
 
 

Notes: 
 

(i)  Insert name of applicant(s) 
(ii) Insert address of applicant(s) 
(iii) Delete as appropriate 
(iv) Insert list of documents – continue on separate sheet if required 
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To: Rights of Way Mapping Officer  
 Swindon Borough Council 
 Highways and Transport 

4th floor Wat Tyler House West 
Beckhampton Street 
Swindon SN1 2JH 
 
 

PATH LOCATION DETAILS:- 
 

PARISH: .............................................…………………………………………………………. 
 

DISTRICT / VILLAGE / TOWN: .................................................……………………………. 
 

CLAIMED STATUS OF WAY: Footpath / Bridleway / Restricted Byway / BOAT 
           (delete as appropriate) 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PATH (attach sketch map): 
 

 FROM .........................................................................................................................  
 
TO ................................................................................................................………… 
 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION (continue on separate sheet if necessary): 
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APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Schedule 14 

 

 
FORM 

  

1A 
 

 

APPLICATION TO POST NOTICES IN PUBLIC 
WHEN LANDOWNER IS UNKNOWN  

 

 Data Protection   The information you provide will be used to process and determine your 
application and may be shared with other departments of the Council and with other statutory 
consultees. 
 
Swindon Borough Council complies with current Data Protection legislation. For further 
information, please contact the Data Protection Controller at Swindon Borough Council, Civic 
Offices, Euclid Street, Swindon SN1 2JH. 

 



 

I / We (i).................................................................................................................………….  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

of (ii) ......................................................................................................................…………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  

have carried out an investigation in an attempt to discover the owners and occupiers of 
the land over which the alleged way runs. I have made enquiries of:  
(delete those which are not applicable)   

 

 Adjoining landowners 

 Land Registry 

 Local residents 

 Parish/Town Council 

 Register of Electors 

 Royal Mail 

 Other appropriate sources (please specify below) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

I/We have been unable to discover ownership of the land, and request the Borough 
Council to direct that notice may be served by posting said Notices at either end of the 
way claimed. 

 
 

Signed: .....................................................………………… 
 

     …………………………………………………………   Date: ..................................... 
 
Notes: 

(i)   Insert full name(s) of applicant(s)  
(ii)  Insert address(es) of applicant(s) 
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FORM 2 - NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING FORM 2 

 
1. TO THE APPLICANT 

 
1.1 These notes are for your guidance and to help in applying to the Council for an 

order modifying the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.  
 

1.2 In order to comply with paragraph 2 of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 it is necessary for you, the applicant, to send one of these 
notices to anyone affected by the proposed modification. If you do not know the 
names and addresses of all the people affected by the proposal you may apply to 
the Rights of Way Mapping Officer for permission to post a notice at each end of 
the path concerned by completing FORM 1A.   

 
1.3 Once notice has been served on all interested parties you should complete the 

certificate on the back of your application form, sign and date the form and return 
it to the address shown on page 6 (FORM 1). Guidance on how to complete the 
Notice of Application is given below. 

 
2. Section A 

 
2.1 The name and address of the individual affected by the proposal should be 

entered in this section. Separate notices should also be sent to all interested 
parties, and a list of names and addresses of all those on whom notice was 
served should be included in the space provided on page 2 of the application 
form. 

 
3. Section B 

 
 3.1 The date on page 7 of your modification application form (FORM 1) should be 

 entered in this section, together with your name and address. 
 
 4. Section C 
 
 4.1 This section describes the modification being requested. You should read through 

 all the options and decide which is the most appropriate. If C(ii) describes your 
 proposed modification, for example, you should cross through the other options and 
 then complete C(ii) in full. 

 
 4.2 The completed form should be signed and dated by the applicant and sent to the 

 individual named in Section A. 
 
  
 5. TO THE RECIPIENT  
  
 5.1 If you should receive a Notice of Application for a Modification Order it means that 

 someone is proposing a change to the public rights of way on land in which you 
 may have an interest. The Borough Council will contact you to discuss the 
 proposal, but not immediately.   
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SECTION A (See note 2) 
 

To: .............................................................................................................………………….   
 

of ...............................................................................................................…………………. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
 

SECTION B (See note 3)  
 

Notice is hereby given that on the .......................day of.……………………………  20…… 
 
I / we..............................................................................................…………………………... 

 
of ………………………………………………………………………………………………........ 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
made an application to Swindon Borough Council that the Definitive Map and Statement 
for the area be modified by :-   

 
SECTION C (See note 4) 

 
(i) DELETING the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT* which runs  

   
from........................................................................................................................... 

  
to……........................................................................................................................ 

   
   *Delete as appropriate 
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APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

Schedule 14 
 

 
FORM 

 

2 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Data Protection   The information you provide will be used to process and determine your 
application and may be shared with other departments of the Council and with other statutory 
consultees. 
 
Swindon Borough Council complies with current Data Protection legislation. For further 
information, please contact the Data Protection Controller at Swindon Borough Council, Civic 
Offices, Euclid Street, Swindon SN1 2JH. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

SECTION C (CONTINUED) 
 

(ii)   ADDING the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT* which runs 
   

from ………………………………………………………………………………………...
  

to ………………………………………………………………………………………........  
  
 

(iii)    UP-GRADING / DOWN-GRADING* to a footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / 
   BOAT* the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / BOAT* which runs    

 
from ............................................................................................................………… 
 
to ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

                      
 

(iv) VARYING the particulars relating to the footpath / bridleway / restricted byway / 
BOAT* which runs 

 
from ............................................................................................................…………    

 
to ...............................................................................................................………….   

    
  

by providing that ........................................................................................………………….     
 

....................................................................................................................…………………       
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  

Signed: ...........................................…………………… 
 

      ……………………………………………………  Date:............................................. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*Delete as appropriate 
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FULL NAME: .....................................................................…………………………………… 

     (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
 

ADDRESS (incl. postcode): ................................................................................................ 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Tel.(day):.................................……………… Tel.(evening):................................................ 

 
Mobile: ……………………………………….... Email: …………………………………………. 

 
 

*Delete as appropriate 
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FORM 

 

3 
 

 

APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Schedule 14 

 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY USER EVIDENCE FORM 
 

 

NB: The object of this enquiry is to reach the truth of the matter, whatever it may be. You are, 
therefore, asked to answer the questions as fully as possible and not keep back any 
information, whether for or against the public claim. This is important if this information is to be 
of real value in establishing the status of the path. The information you give will eventually 
become public and may be used as evidence at a public inquiry. 

 

 Data Protection    The information you provide will be used to process and determine the 
application and may be shared with other departments of the Council and with other statutory 
consultees. 
 
Swindon Borough Council complies with current Data Protection legislation. For further 
information, please contact the Data Protection Controller at Swindon Borough Council, Civic 
Offices, Euclid Street, Swindon SN1 2JH. 

 



 

PATH LOCATION DETAILS: 
 

PARISH: (see Note 1 below)....................................…………………………………………………. 
 

DISTRICT / VILLAGE / TOWN: .................................................…………………………….. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PATH: 
 

 FROM  ........................................................................................................................ 
 

 TO ................................................................................................................………… 
 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION…………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
 

1. Have you used the above path?  YES/NO* If YES:-     
  

a.  For how long? ......................................……………………………………………….    
  
b.  Between which dates? (see Note 2 below)...................................................................... 
 
c.  How regularly? ..............................................……………………………………….. 

 
a. For what purpose? (e.g. pleasure, work, shopping, visiting).........………………..  

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………...    

 
b. By what means? (e.g. on foot, on horseback, bicycle, vehicle)................………... 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
  
Note 1: If not known, please leave blank 
Note 2: Please give months and years if known, otherwise give years 

  

* Delete as appropriate 
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2. To the best of your knowledge, have there ever been on the path any of the 
following:- 

 
a. Stiles? (state location)....................................................................……………… 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
b. Gates ? (state location and whether locked)..................................……………... 

   
……………………………………………………………………………….……………… 
 
c. Notices? (state location and content)..............................…………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
d. Other obstructions? (state location and type)..................................…………….. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….     

 
 
 

4. Were you working for any owner or occupier of land crossed by the path at the 

time you were using it?   YES/NO* If YES:-  
 

a. Give relevant dates: ...................................................................……………… 
 

b. Say whether the owner or occupier ever gave you instructions as to the use 
of the way by the public and, if so, what the instructions were:  

 
.....................................................................................................…………………… 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….Date……………………….. 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* Delete as appropriate 
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FULL NAME: ............................................................................  D.O.B: ……../……../……..  

     (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
 

ADDRESS:  ..............................................................................................................………  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
OCCUPATION: ……………………………………………………………………………………    

          
Tel.(day): .....................................................  Tel.(eve): ......................................…………. 

 
Mobile: ………………………………………… Email: …………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Delete as applicable 
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APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Schedule 14 

 

 
FORM 
 

4 
 

 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY LANDOWNER EVIDENCE FORM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: The object of this enquiry is to reach the truth of the matter, whatever it may be. You are 
therefore asked to answer the questions as fully as possible and not keep back any 
information, whether for or against the public claim. This is important if this information is to be 
of real value in establishing the status of the path. The information you give will eventually 
become public and may be used as evidence at a public inquiry. 

 

 Data Protection    The information you provide will be used to process and determine the 
application and may be shared with other departments of the Council and with other statutory 
consultees. 
 
Swindon Borough Council complies with current Data Protection legislation. For further 
information, please contact the Data Protection Controller at Swindon Borough Council, Civic 
Offices, Euclid Street, Swindon SN1 2JH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LOCATION OF PATH:- 
 

PARISH: ..............................................………………………………………………………….    
 

DISTRICT / VILLAGE / TOWN:  .............................................…………………………….....    
 

CLAIMED STATUS OF PATH:  Footpath / Bridleway / Restricted Byway / BOAT* 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PATH (please indicate route clearly and precisely on a map –  
1:2500 scale if possible):  

 
FROM: .....................................................................................................................….. ….   

 
TO:.........................................................................................................................………… 

 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: ……………………………………………………........ 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
1.  The route of the path is shown on the accompanying plan. Does this route 

 cross your land?  YES / NO*   
 

a. If NO, no further questions need be answered.   
 

b. If YES, please indicate on the plan the position of your land, and state the 
number of years it has been in your  

 
 OWNERSHIP …………………………or TENANCY ……………………………. 
 
 
 

2.  Do you believe this path to be public?  YES / NO* 
 
a. If YES, with what status?.......................................................................................   

  
b. For how long have you held this belief?................................................................. 
 

 

 

3.  Have you seen, or been aware of, members of the public using this path? 
 YES / NO* 

 
a. If YES, please state the period, regularity and nature of such use. 

   
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
  

    *Delete as applicable 
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4.  Have you ever required people to ask your permission before using the path? 
 YES / NO* 

 
a. If YES, please give details:..............................................…………………………..    

 
......................................................................................................…………………….. 

   
 

5.  Have you deposited a Section 31 (HA80) plan and statement?    YES / NO* 
 
 
6. Have you, or has someone on your behalf, ever stopped  anyone from using 
 the path? YES / NO* 

 
a. If YES, please give details and approximate dates: ...............................………… 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 
7. Have you or someone on your behalf ever told anyone using the path that it 
 was not a public right of way?  YES / NO* 

 
a. If YES, please give details and approximate dates:.................................………... 
 

 ....................................................................................................………………………      
 
 

8. Have you ever erected notices or signs stating that the path was not public?
 YES / NO*  

   
a. If YES, please give details and approximate dates:.............................................. 

   
.......................................................................................................…………………… 
    
b. State whether the notices or signs were ever defaced or destroyed:.................... 
   
........................................................................................................……………..........    
 
c. Mark their position on the accompanying plan. 

      
 

9.  Have there, to your knowledge, ever been on the path any stiles or gates?
 YES / NO* 
 

a. If YES, state whether the gate or gates were ever locked: ………………………... 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
     
b. Mark the position of any stiles or gates on the accompanying plan. 
 
 

 
*Delete as applicable 
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10. Have you ever obstructed the path?  YES / NO*  
 
a. If YES, please state where and how..........................................................………..      
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

11.  Do you have any documents (e.g. Title deeds etc.) or other evidence that 
would help to clarify the status of the path? YES / NO* 

 
a.  If YES, can this evidence be made available for inspection by the Borough 
 Council? YES / NO* 

 
 

12.  Please give any further information that may help to clarify the status of the 
path: 

  
..................................................................................................................………….. 

 
.................................................................................................................................. 

 
.......................................................................................................................………. 

     
 

 
DECLARATION 

 
 

I am/am not* willing to attend a hearing, public inquiry or court to give evidence on this 
matter, should this prove to be necessary. 

 
I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the facts that I have stated 
are true. 

 
 

 
Signed: .........................................……………………………... Date: .................................. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Delete as applicable 
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To: Rights of Way Mapping Officer 
 Swindon Borough Council 
        Highways and Transport 
 4th floor Wat Tyler House West 
 Beckhampton Street 
 Swindon SN1 2JH 
 
 

 
PATH LOCATION DETAILS:- 

 
PARISH: ..................................................………………………………………………………    

 
DISTRICT / VILLAGE / TOWN: ………………………………………………………………...     

 
CLAIMED STATUS OF WAY:   Footpath / Bridleway / Restricted Byway / BOAT* 

      
DESCRIPTION OF PATH: (including sketch map if possible): 
  
FROM  .................................................................................................................……........       

 
TO  .............................................................................................................................…….. 
 

 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: ………………………………………………………… 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
 

 
*Delete as appropriate 
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APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Schedule 14 

 

 
FORM 
 

5 
 

 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
CHECKLIST 

 



 

I / We (i)......................................................................................................................…….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
of (ii).........................................................................................................................…......... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
have carried out research at the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre (formerly the 
Wiltshire County Council Records Office) and found the following documents: (delete 
those which are not applicable)    
 
Document        PRO Reference    
   

 Enclosure Award and Map 
 

 Tithe Apportionment and Maps 
 

 Finance Act Maps 
 

 Ordnance Survey Maps 
 

 Railway/Canal Survey Maps & Schedules 
 

 Estate Maps and Records 
 

 Quarter Session Rolls 
 

 Sale Catalogues 
 

 Highway Maintenance Board Minute Books 
 

 Others (please specify) 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 

(i)  Full name(s) of applicant(s) 
(ii) Full address(es) of applicant(s) 

 
 
 
Signed: .....................................................……………...      
 
Signed: …………………………………………………….. Date:............................................ 
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FORM 6 - NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING FORM 6 
 

 
1. It is a requirement of Para 2 of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 that an applicant for a Modification Order shall 
serve a Notice, stating that the application has been made, on every 
owner and occupier of any land to which the application relates.  

 
2. The form of Notice, defined by the Regulations, is set out in FORM 2, 

which should be addressed and sent to every owner and occupier of 
land over which the alleged way runs. 

 
3.  It is the duty of the applicant to investigate the ownership and 

occupancy of the land so that the necessary Notice may be served.  
 
4.  Where it proves impossible for the applicant to ascertain the name and 

address of the owner or occupier of any of the land to which the 
application relates, the applicant may apply to the Borough Council for 
exemption from the requirement to serve personal Notice. Consent 
may then be given for the applicant to serve a Notice instead by 
addressing it to the owner or occupier of the land (as described in the 
Notice) and attaching it to a conspicuous object on the land, at either 
end of the alleged way. 

 
5.  Before it can direct that a Notice be posted on the land, the Council 

must be satisfied that reasonable enquiries have been made. The 
applicant must therefore give details of the enquiries made, which may 
be conveniently done by completing FORM 1A.  

 
6.  Failure to serve a Notice on the owner and occupier of any of the land 

to which the application relates may invalidate the application 
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To: Rights of Way Mapping Officer  
 Swindon Borough Council 
 Highways and Transport 
 4th floor Wat Tyler House West 
 Beckhampton Street 
 Swindon SN1 2JH 
 
I/We (i) ................................................................................................................…………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
of (ii) ........................................................................................................................………... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
hereby certify that the requirements of paragraph 2 of Schedule 14 to the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 have been complied with in relation to the attached application. 
 
 
Signed: .........................................................................   
 
      …………………………………………………….     Dated…………………………… 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

(i)   Insert full name(s) of applicant(s)  
(ii)  Insert address(es) of applicant(s)   
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APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION TO  
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Schedule 14 

 

 

FORM 
 

6 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
MODIFICATION ORDER 

 



 

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE ON SERVICE 
 
This certificate should be completed only when Notice of the application has been served 
on all owners and occupiers affected by the proposal. A list of the names and addresses 
of all individuals notified should be included in the space provided below. Please indicate 
if you have been unable to identify all owners and occupiers affected by the proposal. 
 
Notice of Application sent to:- 
 
1 .......................................................................................................................................... 
  
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
2 .......................................................................................................................................... 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
3 .......................................................................................................................................... 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
      
4 ..........................................................................................................................................  
 
  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
5 .......................................................................................................................................... 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  
6 ..........................................................................................................................................  
 
  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(Continue on separate sheet if necessary) 

 
Other comments: 
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