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Thank you for allowing Wanborough Parish Council to speak at this Inquiry.  Our objections and concerns have been 

identified in the letters submitted to Swindon Borough Council and the Inspector, which you will have seen.  The 

Parish Council supports the issues raised by other Objectors and our submissions have concentrated on the effect of 

the proposed development on the environment of Wanborough and beyond.  Without repeating everything within 

those letters we would just like to highlight the following points. 

 

The proposed site is an area of countryside and landscape that is extremely valuable locally to the historic village of 

Wanborough and all its residents.  There is a strong strength of feeling from residents in the village and from 

surrounding areas that this is a highly valued piece of countryside, due to the historic value, recreational value, 

landscape value and the protection provided to the local wildlife.  In particular: 

• It contributes to the rural setting of Wanborough, the rural setting of Upper Wanborough Conservation Area 

and is at the significant gateway for visitors to Wanborough, the Ridgeway Villages and the Vale of the White 

Horse. 

• It contributes to the enjoyment of walking the public rights of way, many of which cross over this site, with 

fine views across the open countryside and up the escarpment towards the village of Upper Wanborough. 

• It contributes to the landscape and scenic setting of the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. 

 

Swindon Borough Council have acknowledged the importance of this countryside and landscape by putting an 

additional protection on the area within their approved Local Plan, which allocates the site within the “Area of Non 

Coalescence”.  The purpose of this policy is to ensure the countryside is protected and that the unique identity of 

Wanborough village is retained.  It should also be noted that the new Connector Road has been routed north from 

the bottom of Pack Hill so that it doesn’t impact on the setting of the ANOB. 

 

The proposed site is well known locally to be very prone to surface water flooding due to being on the floodplain for 

the Lyden Brook and at the foot of the scarp slope to Upper Wanborough.  If development is allowed at this scale on 

this land, the natural “water meadows” will be taken away.  This will result in surrounding areas, such as Great 

Moorleaze and The Marsh, becoming more susceptible to flooding. 

 

Finally, this site is not a designated site for development of any kind with SBC’s Local Plan or emerging Local Plan, all 

of which have been carefully compiled by SBC following due process and confirmed at a Public Enquiry.  Please do 

not allow a large company to ignore the due process and build on valued countryside that has not been allocated for 

residential or business use.  This proposed development will destroy the valued landscape between Swindon and 

Wanborough, which will be completely irreversible and we therefore urge you to dismiss this appeal. 

 


