
I am Gary Sumner and I have been a resident in Wanborough for some 

twenty years. I am the Borough Councillor for the Ridgeway Ward and I 

am speaking here today in that role. I have also been asked by Robert 

Buckland MP to state that I speak on his behalf. 

I have been the Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning at Swindon 

Borough Council for the past three years, working on the Local Plan 

review with communities across Swindon finding the most appropriate 

places for growth of housing and employment. 

I was previously a Parish Councillor in Wanborough and Chairman of the 

Parish Council. 

In that role I attended the Examination in Public of the current local plan. 

I was involved in discussions with SBC during the preparation of that 

plan to move the employment allocation of the NEV to the much more 

appropriate site at Symmetry Park on the A420. 

There was considerable concern at the time that the allocation of land 

for some 8,000 new homes would have on the village of Wanborough 

and as a result an area of ‘Non-Coalescence’ was proposed to respect 

and protect the village of Wanborough from being joined to the urban 

area of Swindon. 

The Southern Connector Road has been designed for a very specific 

purpose – not as the entrance to an employment site, but as a discrete 

single carriageway road with field entrances, a safe cycle route and 

pavement to connect small new villages within the New Eastern Villages. 

Do not be misled that it is a strategic road – it ceases in the middle of 

the NEV and is not designed for through journeys. 

The work on this route has removed some established trees at the 

Commonhead junction of Pack Hill and this work has made it very clear 

how the hilltop village of Upper Wanborough sits within the landscape. 

 

 



Both Robert Buckland and I are clear that we support Wasdell Packaging 

and their business, but we both firmly believe that this is a highly 

inappropriate and sensitive location. Other sites are available for 

employment growth in Swindon which is acknowledged in the Alder 

King report for the appellant. 

Repeated reference has been made to Wasdell and their short term 

leases on sites in Swindon and they have made it clear that this was a 

driver for their business. Now it appears to be the Science Park. 

Planning and the choice of sites is important and unplanned growth 

leads to viability issues with properly allocated employment sites.  

Evidence will be shown that there are alternative sites and that if the 

appellant wanted a solution for their business needs, as they have said 

many times in the press over recent years, they would not have chosen 

an unallocated greenfield site, protected by a planning policy against 

coalescence, immediately adjoining a nationally protected landscape. 

The residents of Wanborough and nearby villages are not ‘nimbys’ – in 

the past two decades they have been surrounded by land promotion and 

development proposals and have accepted over 8000 homes (over half 

of which are being built in the Parish of Wanborough), 40 hectares of 

employment.  

The Borough Council and Planning Inspector for the current local plan 

offered the protection of this land to guarantee that the villages would 

not be consumed by urban growth. 

I urge that this appeal is dismissed as inappropriate for both 

Wanborough, the North Wessex downs AONB and to reassure residents 

across Swindon that growth should be in allocated locations if Local 

Plans are to mean anything.  


