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SWINDON SCIENCE PARK 

ASSESSMENT OF DR MALCOLM PARRY’S PLANNING OBJECTIONS1 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In the last two decades, science park development has undergone radical change.  Within a fast-moving 

innovation-led market, and a radically altered investment environment, the commercial innovation 

sector is adopting different models suited to the needs of a modern economy.  The revolution in science 

park development is evidenced in the evolution of the science park name captured by the acronym STP 

(science and technology parks) which has become the standard industry reference for a broad family of 

‘parks’, campuses and specialist facilities such as bioincubators and innovation centres and hubs.  

 

Dr Parry’s objections to Swindon Science Park (SSP) are based on his view that ‘to qualify as a site that 

is eligible to define itself as a science park’, all such developments must have a ‘university host’ (or 

equivalent).   

 

A second key strand of Dr Parry’s argument is that Wasdell does not qualify as a technology company 

or a credible STP anchor, and is unable to create economic benefits that would warrant an STP 

development for Swindon on the Inlands Farm site.  

 

We address these issues in Part One of this report to demonstrate that the picture Dr Parry paints, and 

the claims he makes, relate to a previous era for science park development, now superseded by the 

demands and drivers of the modern innovation-led economy.2 

 

Part Two of the report provides analysis  of additional objections raised by Dr Parry.  

 

 

 

  

 
1 Objection letter by Dr Malcolm Parry 23 May 2020 
2 The following further points are addressed in the SSP Business and Development Plan: 

 Will there be on site specialised management professionals (Parry paragraph 8) 

 Can the science park provide facilities for larger companies (Parry paragraph 18) 
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PART ONE 

 

01 ASSESSMENT OF DR PARRY’S MAIN POINTS 

 

01.1 REVOLUTION IN THE SCIENCE PARK DEVELOPMENT LANDSCAPE 

 

01.2 In 1984 the UK science park movement comprised eight science parks, all developed by 

universities.  The United Kingdom Science Park Association (UKSPA) was formed by the managers 

of these parks who developed UKSPA’s ‘conditions’ for science park development.  The UKSPA 

‘conditions’ reflect an era of university-led STP development in the 1980s and 1990s when science 

parks were largely publicly funded economic interventions.  Dr Parry’s objections to Swindon 

Science Park proposals are based primarily on his adherence to these conditions which state that 

science parks must: 

 

a. Provide a university host (or equivalent) 

b. Provide access to a talent pool (university or research institution) 

c. Provide on-site business support and supportive management 

 

01.3 However, more than three decades on, UKSPA no longer uses the conditions cited by Dr Parry to 

define and constrain STP development since they no longer reflect the global STP movement 

which is now largely driven by the commercial sector.   Some of the largest and most successful 

commercial STP developments do not have university connections of any kind, and the term STP 

encompasses a wide range of different development models. 

 

01.4 UKSPA’s current Chair, Dr Glenn Crocker, describes the fundamental shift of STPs away from 

universities and the public sector as a ‘rapidly changing landscape where the ownership of 

science parks will change, with increasing private sector and fewer public sector owners with 

more complex relationships between increasing numbers of stakeholders.’’3  

 

 

  

 
3https://www.ukspa.org.uk/ukspa-articles/ukspa-chairman-dr-glenn-crocker-mbe-on-the-sectors-rapidly-changing-
landscape/ 
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01.5 DOES A SCIENCE PARK NEED A UNIVERSITY HOST? 

 

01.6 The International Association of Science Parks (IASP) does not identify a university host (or any 

university links) as a qualifying condition for an STP.  IASP is the world’s largest STP membership 

organisation and defines modern STP development as creating ‘specialist areas of innovation’ 

that ‘play a key role in the economic development of their environment through a dynamic 

and innovative mix of quality space and facilities, high value-added services and specialist 

operations policies’.4   

 

01.7 UK STPs themselves do not regard universities as especially relevant to successful science park 

development.  In UKSPA’s most recent survey of members, the majority of STPs valued 

commercial anchor occupiers (such as Wasdell) above universities.5   The same survey found that 

formal STP/university links placed only sixth on the list of key success drivers of STP development.6 

 

01.8 UKSPA no longer requires STPs to have a university host – or academic links of any description - 

to qualify as a ‘science park’.  Nearly half of UKSPA’s STP members have no university host or 

university links.  

 

01.9 UKSPA MEMBER STPs WITH NO UNIVERSITY HOST OR UNIVERSITY CONNECTIONS 

 

 
4 https://www.iasp.ws/ 
5 Survey of UK Science Parks, UKSPA Website Statistics 2018-2019 

 
6 Survey of UK Science Parks, UKSPA Web site Statistics 2018-2019 

o Ashton Old Baths, 

Manchester 

o Edinburgh Technopole o Nucleus Business and 

Innovation Centre, Dartford 

o Bicester Innovation Centre o Fareham Innovation Centre o Ocean Village Innovation 

Centre, Southampton 

o BioCity, Glasgow o Gloucestershire Science and 

Technology Park, Berkeley 

o Oxford Centre for Innovation 

o BioCity, Nottingham o Granta Park, Cambridge o Oxford Science Park 

o Bracknell Enterprise and 

Innovation Hub 

o Harborough Innovation 

Centre, Market Harborough 

o Oxford Technology Park 

o Brixham Laboratory o Harlow Science Park o Porton Science Park 

o Cambridge Biomedical 

Campus 

o Harwell Innovation Centre o Portsmouth Technopole 

o Cambridge Science Park o Health and Wellbeing 

Innovation Centre, Truro 

o Sci-Tech Daresbury 

o Charnwood Campus, 

Loughborough 

o Kent Science Park, 

Sittingbourne 

o Scott-Bader Innovation 

Centre 

o Chesterford Research Park, 

Saffron Walden 

o Longbridge Technology Park, 

Birmingham 

o Scottow Technology Park, 

Norfolk 

o Colworth Science Park, 

Sharnbrook 

o Malvern Hills Science Park o Sheffield Technology Park   

o Culham Innovation Centre, 

Abingdon 

o Mansfield i-Centre o Silverstone Park, Towcester 
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01.10 INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGIES AS STP ANCHOR TENANTS 

 

01.11 A key criticism made by Dr Parry is that Wasdell is a ‘packaging company’7 and does not qualify as 

a viable host for the proposed SSP or even a suitable STP company.  Dr Parry’s characterisation of 

Wasdell appears to misunderstand both the nature of Wasdell’s activity, and the importance of 

companies like Wasdell for UK STP development and their on-going success.   

 

01.12 Wasdell is an industrial technologies company within the pharma sector with a particular 

specialism in packaging science and technology.  A survey of its members by UKSPA shows that 

industrial technologies activity forms the backbone of STP development in the UK comprising the 

largest sector group in UK science parks, and occupying the greatest quantum of space in the 

largest facilities of all STP technology sectors8   

 

01.13 Data provided by UKSPA shows that many leading STPs are anchored or hosted by industrial 

technologies organisations.9  The Cambridge Science Park, the UK’s oldest and largest STP, has a 

number of industrial technologies companies that provide innovation services, advanced 

technology, high value manufacture and specialist packaging services to the innovation and 

pharma sectors.   

 

01.14 The most well-known case study in this context is Napp Pharmaceuticals, the Cambridge Science 

Park’s founding anchor industrial technologies company whose activity and operations has close 

affiliation to Wasdell.  Napp Pharmaceuticals is a global company working in the pharma supply 

chain sector to innovate, manufacture, package and transport generic drugs world-wide.   Napp 

has been based at the Cambridge Science Park for over 40 years and was a pivotal anchor for the 

park at a vulnerable time in its development.   

 

01.15 Napp has expanded serially on site and by anchoring Cambridge Science Park, was pivotal in 

launching Cambridge as a location for innovation-led industry.  Napp’s large facilities at the 

Cambridge Science Park include high value manufacturing, packaging, warehousing and 

transportation.10 

 

01.16 See Appendix A for further key examples of STPs anchored or hosted by industrial technologies 

companies. 

  

 
7 Dr Parry’s letter 23 May 2020, p1 para 1, p4 para 16, p10 para 30  
8 Survey of UK Science Parks, UKSPA Web site Statistics 2018-2019 
9 Survey of UK Science Parks, UKSPA Web site Statistics 2018-2019 
10 Napp Pharmaceuticals at the Cambridge Science Park https://napp.co.uk/ 

o Discovery Park, Sandwich o Milton Park, Abingdon o St John’s Innovation Park, 

Cambridge 

o Dock, Leicester o Nottingham Science Park  
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01.17 UNIVERSITIES AS A SOURCE OF STP TALENT AND INNOVATION 

 

01.18 Universities are vital to the knowledge ecosystem in our economy; however academic ability does 

not equate to entrepreneurship and commercialisation activity driving the modern economy.    

 

01.19 Dr Parry’s assertion that universities are an essential resource for STPs is refuted by a large body 

of research from the 1990s onwards which finds that ‘a university science park location has only 

a weak and indirect relationship with innovation levels.’11  Moreover, research also finds that 

‘geographical proximity is not an important influence - or a driving force - on the links 

established between university and industry’.12   

 

01.20 It is now widely evidenced that the ‘talent’ required to create the radical innovation underpinning 

economic growth comes largely from private enterprise and not academia.  Key research findings 

in this regard are: 

 

a. Private enterprise generates at least 90% of new products and process; the contribution of 

academic research is only ‘up to 10%.’13 

b. Private enterprise (not academia) ‘enables the commercialisation of knowledge that would 

otherwise remain uncommercialised in universities and research organisations.’14 

c. Private enterprise is ‘the driving force behind the sort of radical innovations that are important 

for economic growth, able to work outside dominant paradigms, and exploit technological or 

commercial opportunities that have been neglected.’ 15 

d. Private enterprise rather than academia provides commercial ‘value creation by adopting 

innovation generated elsewhere, and adapting it to different contexts through incremental 

changes, and by supplying new or niche products which respond to diverse customer needs.’ 

 

01.21 SWINDON SCIENCE PARK CONFORMS TO IASP’s DEFINITION OF AN STP  

 

01.22 IASP promotes the idea that modern STP developments create ‘areas of innovation’ that reflect 

and develop the socioeconomic strengths, character and talent unique to their own region where 

industry rather than academia is driving such developments. 16 

 

01.23 Swindon’s unique socioeconomic context provides a viable development platform for a 

commercial STP. Swindon is one of the strongest regional economies in the UK, built on a history 

of innovation and investment in pioneering industry and technology sectors. Swindon’s economy 

has a high percentage of innovation-led SMEs as well as large companies in high-value sectors 

such as engineering, industrial technologies, energy and digital.  

 

 
11 University-related science parks — ‘seedbeds’ or ‘enclaves’ of innovation? Technovation, Volume 14, Issue 2, March 1994, 
Pages 93-110 
12 Science parks and university-industry interaction: Geographical proximity between the agents as a driving force, 
Technovation, Volume 17, Issue 9, September 1997, Pages 491-502, 530-531 
13 Rybnicek, R., Königsgruber, R. What makes industry–university collaboration succeed? A systematic review of the 
literature. J Bus Econ 89, 221–250 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11573-018-0916-6 
14 Enhancing the Contributions of SMEs in a Global and Digitalised Economy, OECD 2017 
https://www.oecd.org/mcm/documents/C-MIN-2017-8-EN.pdf 
15 Enhancing the Contributions of SMEs in a Global and Digitalised Economy, OECD 2017 
https://www.oecd.org/mcm/documents/C-MIN-2017-8-EN.pdf 
16 https://www.iasp.ws/ 
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01.24 Swindon is also home to UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), the UK’s non-governmental 

organisation that directs research and innovation funding and includes Innovate UK, the UK Space 

Agency and the headquarters of the BCS (British Computer Society). 

 

01.25 By proposing to develop ‘a dynamic and innovative mix of quality space and facilities, high 

value-added services and specialist operations policies’17 in order to capture and grow 

innovation and tech markets, SSP conforms absolutely to IASP’s definition of an STP.  

 

01.26 MODERN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARK DEVELOPMENT PRACTICE 

 

01.27 Within a fast-changing innovation-led market and a radically altered investment environment, 

the commercial innovation sector is adopting different STP development models suited to the 

needs of a modern economy upon which the public-sector university model has little or no 

bearing.  It is no longer strange or unusual for innovation-led industry sectors to use their own 

resources to create an environment conducive to their endeavours.   

 

01.28 The disaggregation of the pharma sector in the late 1990s saw pharma companies turning to 

commercial STP development to attract like-minded enterprise.  This trend is growing with recent 

large-scale UK STP developments such GSK’s commercial campus in Stevenage and Dyson’s two 

technology campuses in Wiltshire among others.   

 

01.29 Wasdell’s vision to establish its own STP campus epitomises current trends in commercial STP 

development.  In the innovation-led economy, companies like Wasdell (rather than universities) 

are the catalyst of dynamic economic change.    

 

01.30 WASDELL’S ROLE IN THE PHARMA VALUE CHAIN 

 

01.31 Dr Parry’s characterisation of Wasdell as a ‘packaging company’ appears to misunderstand 

Wasdell’s pivotal value proposition within the pharma sector supply chain.   

 

01.32 In the pharma sector, the term ‘packaging’ is used to delineate the part of drug discovery and 

development reliant on scientific and technical innovations in materials, production, storage and 

development of medical devices to administer new and advancing treatments.   

 

01.33 Wasdell’s packaging arm provides the international pharma sector with a set of highly complex 

processes requiring skilled scientists and engineers together with very significant investment to 

enable therapeutic chemical compounds to reach the market uncompromised and drugs 

administered in novel ways with a range of new medical devices.  Without innovative design and 

production required by novel therapeutic chemical compounds, new drugs cannot reach the 

market, cannot be administered, and cannot benefit intended recipients.  

 

01.34 A Cambridge-based pharma company developing world-leading treatments for diabetes, 

describes Wasdell as one of the few UK companies with the science, technology, skills and 

investment required to create the ‘high specification medical devices’ that enables their ‘new 

drug treatments to reach patients.’ 

 
17 https://www.iasp.ws/ 
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‘These are high specification medical devices. Packaging and filling them requires a 

closely controlled, capital intensive process involving, filling, quality control and 

quality assurance, and end terminal sterilisation. The process involves sophisticated 

technology and is regulated by the UK, international standards (ISO) and foreign 

governments. These are high value added processes and thus the jobs associated 

with these processes are well paid and highly skilled. The UK currently has limited 

facilities for this type of manufacturing.  Although referred to as ‘pharmaceutical 

packaging’ these processes have nothing in common with the type of warehouse 

packaging familiar to the general public, such as Amazon, which is characterised by 

low pay, unskilled work, lack of regulation and low value added.’18 

 

01.35 Without the expertise and innovation Wasdell provides, cutting edge medical technologies 

companies like Cambridge Sensors, are unable to translate their products to the commercial 

market.  

 

01.36 See Appendix B for more details of Wasdell’s leading innovations. 

 

01.37 PHARMA PACKAGING GLOBAL MARKET VALUE 

 

01.38 The highly specialist pharma packaging market is pivotal to the UK economy.  Innovation in 

packaging science led by companies like Wasdell and growing global demand for novel drug 

therapies, is driving rapid expansion in this sector.  In 2019, the pharma packaging market was 

valued at $98.58 billion and is projected to grow to a value of $188.79 billion by 2027. 19   

 

01.39 Wasdell is an exemplar of the innovation dynamic working within modern industry to generate 

markets and market opportunities through the development of new technologies, new products 

and new approaches to market challenges.  A full summary of Wasdell’s ground-breaking 

innovation activity is at Appendix B. 

 

01.40 A new facility at Swindon Science Park will allow Wasdell to further expand into developing 

technology areas that lack of appropriate facilities and space currently precludes including: 

 

a. Pioneering use of AI (artificial intelligence) 

b. Drugs trials 

c. Drugs testing 

 

01.41 ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF SWINDON SCIENCE PARK 

 

The global pharma market is projected to grow to a value of $1.57 trillion by 202320 and the 

specialist pharma packaging market is projected to grow to a value of $188.79 billion by 2027.21   

 

 
18 Dr James McCann, Founder-Director, Cambridge Sensors Ltd, email 22 June 2020 
19 https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/pharmaceutical-packaging-market 
20 Global Pharmaceuticals Industry Analysis and Trends https://www.globenewswire.com/news-

release/2020/01/17/1972092/0/en/Global-Pharmaceuticals-Industry-Analysis-and-Trends-2023.html 
21 https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/pharmaceutical-packaging-market 
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01.42 As part of this rapid growth of pharma in the global economy, Wasdell has experienced a rapid 

rise in the company’s own turnover from £2million in 2010 to £42.7 million in 2019.  Wasdell’s 

continued expansion enabled by SSP, is projected at 10% year-on-year, offering significant 

measurable economic benefits to Swindon’s economy. 

 

01.43 Wasdell innovation ecosystem:  Intrinsic to Wasdell’s business is the complex and extensive 

innovation ecosystem Wasdell has developed that is also pivotal to Swindon’s economy and which 

will expand alongside Wasdell’s own growth:   

 

a. Wasdell has more than 280 partner-businesses and customers across 47 countries and more 

than 230 of its suppliers are based within a 10-mile radius of the town.    

b. Wasdell has won national and international accolades for its growth and its contribution to 

UK exports.   

c. Pharma Times, the UK’s leading pharmaceutical magazine, cites Wasdell as one of the 50 

fastest growing privately owned pharmaceutical companies in its Alantra Pharma Fast 50 list. 

d. Wasdell Group is the only Swindon based company in the Top 100 Exporters List across 

Oxfordshire and the Thames Valley by Business and Innovation magazine.22   

 

01.44 Wasdell as commercial host at SSP:  as a significant anchor host at SSP, Wasdell will enable the 

development of a dynamic innovation cluster of a range of company sizes within the tech sectors 

to develop Swindon’s own innovation ecosystem and to attract inward investors to Swindon at 

SSP.  

 

01.45 Wasdell Training Academy: Additional economic benefits will derive from Wasdell’s Training 

Academy, created to offer apprenticeships and to grow local talent from sixth form and 

undergraduate level, developing a wide range of skills from engineering and design for the 

pharma sector.  Most of the young people who go through the programme are employed by 

Wasdell after they complete their education.  SSP will provide Wasdell with the opportunity to 

expand its Academy to allow more young people to experience training across a wider range of 

skills required to support and grow the pharma sector. 

 

01.46 Sources of economic impacts generated by Wasdell’s expansion at SSP: In summary, economic 

impacts created by Wasdell’s expansion at SSP will derive from a number of sources: 

 

a. Significant increased GVA year on year 

b. Safeguarding current jobs by capturing Wasdell in Swindon 

c. Creation of new jobs by enabling Wasdell’s expansion at SSP 

d. Creation of new jobs through the development of the SSP Innovation Hub 

e. Creation of new jobs through future inward investment of companies to SSP 

f. Creation of GVA through future inward investment of companies to SSP 

g. Expansion of Wasdell’s Training Academy and apprenticeships 

 

01.47 Time frames for economic impacts: The University science park model advocated by Dr Parry, is 

a phased approach based on initial small-scale speculative development.  Economic impacts 

 
22 Wasdell Wins Praise for Export and Company Growth, March 2020 

https://www.businessinnovationmag.co.uk/wasdell-wins-praise-for-export-and-company-growth/ 
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using this model are initially very modest, take time to develop, and there is no guarantee of 

outcomes.    

 

01.48 By contrast, Swindon Science Park is in the rare and fortunate position of generating immediate 

substantial economic impacts for the Swindon region by: 

 

a. Providing expansion capacity for a growing international company 

b. Catalysing new market demand from like-minded commercial entities with Wasdell acting as 

host and anchor to SSP 

c. Development of an  Innovation Hub for the buoyant SME market 

 

01.49 Summary of economic impacts:  A summary table of economic impacts generated by Wasdell’s 

expansion at SSP are below.  These figures provided by Turley Economics below do not include 

the analysis of additional impacts created by specialist B1(b) development and associated high-

value job creation which is provided at points 07.11 and 07.12 below: 

 

Summary of Economic impacts of Wasdell’s expansion at Swindon Science Park 

 Indicator Impact (wider impact area) 

A. Current GVA Impact created by Wasdell £44.6 million 

B. Net additional GVA impact created by Wasdell 

expansion at SSP 

£115.4 million 

Total GVA impact (A+B) £160 million 

C. On-site Jobs retained by capturing Wasdell at 

Swindon Science Park  

600 

D. New on-site jobs created by Wasdell’s expansion at 

Swindon Science Park 

1,550 

Gross Onsite Employment (C+D) 2,150 

E. Total number of jobs currently supported in the 

wider economy including jobs in the supply chain and 

via other induced effects 

735 

F. Additional jobs created/supported in the wider 

economy by expansion of Wasdell’s including jobs in 

the supply chain and other induced effects 

1,890 

Total jobs (safeguarded jobs + new jobs) across the 

wider economy (E+F) 

2,625 

Source: Turley Economics, 2021 

 

01.50 Swindon Science Park Innovation Hub:  With help and investment from Wasdell, SSP intends to 

grow an innovation cluster of SMEs to diversify the regional economy and to provide a mechanism 

for innovation support and development in the region.  By providing a range of specialist facilities 

and services for innovation-led SMEs, Swindon Science Park will commence the process of SME 

and start-up innovation support at an early stage in its development. 
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01.51 The projected up take for the SSP Innovation Hub, based on recent and current experience of 

speculative innovation hub development in regional UK cities,23 is full occupancy within a period 

of three years following practical completion.   

 

01.52 In addition to the Innovation Hub, SSP will develop specialist B1(b) facilities for the tech sector 

providing laboratories and offices for companies complying with the park’s Gateway Policy.  This 

will create additional high value jobs at SSP with a concomitant increase in the specialist supply 

chain employment for B1(b) activity. 

 

INNOVATION HUB JOBS CREATED AT SWINDON SCIENCE PARK24 

INNOVATION HUB SQ FT 
(NIA) 

HIGH VALUE JOBS 
ON SITE 

ADDITIONAL B1(b) 
SUPPLY JOBS 

TOTAL JOBS 

 28,000 280 669 949 

 

  

 
23 Recent and current speculative development of five innovation centre developments in Liverpool, Newcastle, and 

Stevenage 
24 Using employment multiplier of 3.39 derived from case study economic impact analysis, Science Center, 

Philadelphia, USA June 2016 
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PART TWO  
 

In this section we address issues raised by Dr Parry in addition to key objections to the proposed SSP 

development.  For ease of reference, we summarise Dr Parry’s objections in green with our response 

provided below. 

 

 

02 Without adhering to the science park development ‘conditions’ Swindon 

Science Park will suffer from ‘mission drift’ 

 

a. Dr Parry’s concern in respect of ‘mission drift’ refers to a challenge that faces all STPs which is 

retaining the integrity of the project over time. 

b. In order to generate revenue and increase their tenant base, some STPs broaden their 

admissions criteria and allow generic business enterprise as tenants.  This creates a business 

park offer rather than the specialist STP offer. 

c. Mission drift is usually caused when STPs do not deliver the right value proposition for target 

markets.  For example, by building standard office facilities, STPs will limit their market to 

office occupiers; innovation markets usually require a more specialist approach. 

d. ‘Mission drift’ can happen to any STP, including those with university hosts, where the 

business plan and operations strategy is not sufficiently geared to the innovation sector.   

e. Many university science parks around the UK have struggled to retain the integrity of their 

vision and now host generic businesses and public sector occupiers. 

f. Successful STPs develop where there is a focus on the wants and needs of target innovation-

led markets.  By anticipating the inherent difficulties experienced by this sector, and by 

working to provide solutions, STPs attract and grow their own markets to form innovation 

clusters and create innovation regions. 

g. This specialist approach to property development and operations adds significant value to 

companies in target sectors since it generates a hospitality culture and provides solutions for 

target companies at the point of need.   

h. Additionally, this specialist approach means that STPs are differentiated from business parks 

both by the specialist value proposition of the development and the market sectors they are 

targeting. 

i. Best commercial practice to prevent ‘mission drift’ and to ensure the integrity of an STP 

development over time is retaining a specialist approach to development and operations - 

including restricting market entry to the park to identified key markets. 

j. Key elements of successful STP development therefore include: 

 

I Specialist service provision at point of need for the innovation-led and commercial 

knowledge companies 

II Targeted development for the innovation sector (rather than generic office development), 

specialist facilities development including labs and high specification R&D  space, specialist 

infrastructure provision and high tech service provision  

III Dedicated innovation space for the SME and start-up market and grow-on space provision 
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IV Restrictive entry criteria limited to target markets.  The SSP Business and Delivery Plan 

defines its entry criteria for SSP at point 6.9 

V Leases incorporating restrictive entry criteria 

VI Planning consent to include areas restricted to B1b use class targeting the innovation sector 

 

 

03 Without a university, the Swindon region does not qualify for STP 

development 

 

a. Dr Parry argues that towns and regions like Swindon are excluded from taking advantage of 

developments in technology transforming industries and societies around the world because 

they do not have the right ‘conditions’ to capture these markets.  This argument is blind to 

the fact that companies like Wasdell are at the heart of this process of transformation; 

capturing and supporting these companies is the first step in preparing for the economy we 

need to become. 

b. The UK Government’s Industrial Strategy 2017 emphasises that ‘it is not enough just to 

look at the economy we have. We must make preparations for the economy we need to 

become. We need to be acutely aware and take advantage of the world-changing trends 

which will shape Britain in the decades ahead. These are developments in technology that 

are set to transform industries and societies around the world.’25 

c. Lack of specialist infrastructure provision for next-generation commerce is a significant 

barrier to its growth. Specialist development for next-generation commercial enterprise is 

essential even where economies are regarded as mature. 

d. The process of industrial hollowing poses a threat to established economies through the 

effects of global restructuring within traditional industries. The departure of Honda from 

Swindon in July 2021 with the loss of 7,000 jobs26 and regional losses equating to £426m,27 

demonstrates the vulnerability of thriving economies that do not also have an innovation-

led economy to provide new avenues of wealth creation.  

e. The proposed development of Swindon Science Park is a fundamental step towards creating 

the future prosperity of the town and the region.   By creating specialist facilities and services 

for innovation enterprise, Swindon Science Park will become a key locus for economic growth 

across a diverse range of sectors that comprise the knowledge economy and next-generation 

industry. 

f. Without Swindon Science Park able to accommodate the expansion needs of the Wasdell 

Group, Swindon will lose a pivotal platform for future wealth creation in the region.  

g. In a competitive national and global economy, Swindon must have an economic strategy able 

to secure and support leading innovation-enterprise.   

h. Swindon cannot afford the economic and reputational damage of losing Europe’s largest 

pharma industrial technologies company because it cannot accommodate its rapid 

expansion needs. 

 

 
25https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/730048/industrial-
strategy-white-paper-web-ready-a4-version.pdf p25 
26 3,500 direct jobs, 3,500 supply chain jobs, https://www.economicmodelling.co.uk/2019/03/01/honda-closure-what-now-
for-swindon/ 
27 https://www.economicmodelling.co.uk/2019/03/01/honda-closure-what-now-for-swindon/ 
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04 Proposals for Swindon Science Park ‘are for a warehouse (next to low rent 

office facility)’ 

 

a. Dr Parry’s claim that the new Wasdell facility at Swindon Science Park will be a ‘warehouse’ 

misrepresents Wasdell’s business and its vision for the park. 

b. Wasdell has applied for a hybrid planning permission for its new facilities; detailed design for 

the Innovation Hub will not start until the hybrid planning application is approved. 

c. For a project of this nature, planning permission is often granted allied to conditions or 

obligations regarding a range of factors - including use. Wasdell are committed to engaging 

with Swindon Borough Council to agree the required planning conditions / obligations 

d. Wasdell has welcomed early guidance from Swindon Borough Council in the early plans that 

have been submitted. 

e. Whilst the new Wasdell facility will be large, reflecting both the company’s size and the growth 

aspirations, it is not unusual for STPs to offer facilities of scale to STP occupiers. 

f. Some STPs also enable large innovation-led organisations to create their own small campus 

developments to reflect the needs of the company. 

g. The new facility for Wasdell will be designed to provide a range of different functions required 

for Wasdell’s business.  These include: 

I Offices 

II Life science laboratories 

III Engineering laboratories 

IV Production laboratories 

V Research and development space 

VI Training space 

VII High value manufacturing space 

 

 

05 Swindon Science Park will develop a ‘low rent office facility’ 

 

a. Dr Parry’s claims that Swindon Science Park will develop a ‘low rent office facility’ is not based 

on proposals provided by CAM-SCI or Wasdell. 

b. Advice provided by CAM-SCI is development of a best in class facility for SMEs and start-ups in 

the innovation sector. 

c. It is not possible to determine future rents until a full business plan is developed as part of the 

detailed design process following planning approvals. 

d. The vision for Swindon Science Park is to create a value proposition that targets the SME sector 

as SMEs comprise the largest and most vibrant element of the knowledge economy. 

e. To do this, it is necessary to create turnkey facilities that provide added value to SMEs across 

a range of metrics and services. 

f. The innovation facility will also provide an initial home for companies wishing to co-locate with 

Wasdell. 

g. Our recommendation is for the  development of a purpose designed Innovation Hub that is 

best in class, as a development at Swindon Science Park. 

h. Outline planning permission for the Innovation Hub, together with grow-on capacity, is being 

sought. 
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i. Following outline consent, the design and specification for the facility will be developed based 

upon global best practice principles of tech-cluster development and growth.  Key principles 

of tech-cluster growth, and the specialist facilities and infrastructure required to capture 

innovation-led companies and medtech companies, is provided in the SSP document ‘Creating 

An Innovation Cluster at SSP’, CAM-SCI, Feb 2021.   

j. We have recommended a laboratory-enabled facility with a range of specialist design and 

service delivery elements.  This approach is more costly to develop than standard office 

offerings but provides high functioning flexibility to innovation-led markets that differentiates 

SSP from the generic property market. 

 

06 ‘The Hub-Spoke model proposed by CAM-SCI for Swindon Science Park 

does not match the scale or scope of the progenerators (sic) of the 

successful science parks used as exemplars’ 

 

a. The public sector has a particular interpretation of ‘hub and spoke’ development and this 

model has fallen out of favour in public sector circles.  However, our report was written for a 

commercial client and the model we proposed is a relatively straight forward commercial 

development approach. 

b. Our use of ‘hub and spoke’ is an analogy describing the process of anchor organisations acting 

as magnets to other commercial innovation enterprise.  In many cases, the larger ‘hub’ attracts 

smaller ‘spoke’ companies; but larger enterprises also often attract other large occupiers and 

inward investors.  The basis of attraction can be numerous – from potential collaboration to 

more prosaic reasons such as credibility of location established by the host company. 

c. Wasdell already works with a range of SMEs.  With adequate provision and support at Swindon 

Science Park, Wasdell provides a stronger incentive for company co-location and inward 

investment than a university host that provides no measurable added value. 

d. We understand Dr Parry’s objection to this approach to mean that ‘progenerators’ (which we 

take to be progenitors) of the STP case studies we provide, offered the ‘scale and scope’ of 

development that could never be matched by Wasdell. 

e. Dr Parry does not substantiate his view with evidence or further analysis, so it is difficult to 

know why he reaches this conclusion.  The STP ‘progenitors’ in our case-studies are of a similar 

commercial scale to the Wasdell Group.  The case studies we provide evidence the potential 

success of this model to create ‘innovation areas’ over time. 

 

 

07 Swindon Science Park does not have the features of exemplar 

developments and this is likely to be fundamental flaw in the 

interpretation of the project’ 

 

a. Dr Parry objects to a Swindon Science Park development because it does not have the 

‘features’ of established STP exemplars.  However, it is not possible for every region with 

ambition to capture innovation markets, to exhibit the same ‘features’ as those areas where 

this has been done over a period of decades.  If every region waited to match the 

circumstances of Cambridge, Silicon Valley, Sophia Antipolis or Medicon Valley as a condition 

of STP development, there would be very few STPs anywhere.  
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b. The exemplar projects we provide are not intended as direct ‘models’ for Swindon Science 

Park (as is clear in our report), but examples of successful STP development reflecting the 

unique regional socioeconomic context of these projects. 

c. Creation of larger innovation areas is defined by IASP as a key science park function and we 

show the very significant economic impacts that can be achieved by best practice STP 

development over time.  However, we also provide case studies of STPs that are still at a 

relatively small scale. 

d. STPs have an important role in pioneering specialist development in order to diversify and 

grow regional economies.  For this reason, the first phases of STP developments are often 

speculative and, because of the risk involved, public funds are often made available to enable 

the innovation phase of development. 

e. CAM-SCI has pioneered a number of new STP developments in the UK.  Our experience is that 

the same market forces are at work from project to project, and the needs of our specialist 

sector remain the same – with key differences being the socioeconomic context of each 

project.   

f. In areas that have been socially and economically deprived over decades, it is likely to take 

longer to catalyse new markets and strategies to achieve this may be different to those 

adopted where socioeconomic circumstances are less extreme.  In the same way, urban 

science park development requires a different strategic approach to out of town development; 

commercial development may differ to economic regeneration development.   

g. IASP highlights the need for modern science park development to be flexible and market 

responsive rather than fixated on any particular development model.  Delivered on this 

basis, it is likely that Swindon Science Park will create a unique brand with unique selling 

points that reflect the socioeconomic character and economic strengths of Swindon and the 

region.      

 

 

08 ‘If the project fails it may experience mission drift towards being a 

technology park’ 

 

a. We have addressed the process of ‘mission drift’ and how to prevent it in point 4 above. 

b. Dr Parry’s view is that Swindon Science Park is likely to ‘fail’ and will end up as a ‘technology 

park’. 

c. It is very surprising to see Dr Parry making a distinction between a ‘science park’ and a 

‘technology park’ for the reason that standard industry practice now uses the acronym ‘STPs’ 

to encompass both science and technology parks which are regarded as interchangeable 

developments. 

d. IASP, the world’s largest STP association defines what a science park ‘is’ using the acronym 

‘STP’ - adding that ‘the expression “technology park”, “techno park”, “research park” and 

“science park” encompass a broad concept and are interchangeable within this definition.28   

e. Swindon Science Park proposals encompass good practice for development of science and 

technology parks (STPs).  If, as Dr Parry concludes, the worst outcome of current Swindon 

 
28 https://www.iasp.ws/html/IASPbrochure/index.html#page=2 
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Science Park proposals is a ‘technology park’ for Swindon, there can be no basis for his 

objections.  

 

09 Science parks need an attitude of ‘risk sharing’ to support start-ups and 

young companies as they scale 

 

a. SMEs comprise more than 95% of the innovation sector.  In order to attract, support and grow 

its core market, a key role of STPs is to provide a supportive and conducive environment for 

the SMEs and start-ups. 

b. We agree that STPs often adopt an attitude of risk sharing with SMEs in order to achieve their 

goals.  However, this is not uniformly the case.  Many STPs either at launch or at particular 

development phases, rely on pre-lettings to trigger development.  In these cases, the risk to 

the investor/developer is intentionally small and not shared with the STP occupier. 

c. Although ‘risk sharing’ is not defined by Dr Parry, in our experience, SMEs require a range of 

facilities, services and technical support to be provided at the point of need which often 

involves  investment in premises before a user is identified. 

d. Our report highlights both the role of Swindon Science Park in supporting the SME innovation 

sector, and the need for the park to create  facilities, services and infrastructure to achieve 

this. 

e. The vision for Swindon Science Park is to create  turn-key best in class facilities with a range of 

support services targeting the SME and start-up sectors.  

 

 

10 Swindon Science Park will not offer on-site management, Swindon Science 

Park will not offer business support 

 

a. Dr Parry raises concerns in respect of a range of operational issues at Swindon Science Park 

including: 

I On site management 

II Business support 

III Rental levels 

IV Size of Wasdell’s facility 

V The ability of the park to ‘curate’ a number of ‘complex’ factors required for successful STP 

development 

VI The ‘high-risk’ nature of STP development 

VII The ability of Swindon Science Park to achieve its goals 

b. Key development and operations principles have been established for Swindon Science Park 

based on STP best practice, including on-site management and facilitated business support for 

SSP companies and described in the SSP Innovation Strategy29 and SSP Outline Business Plan.   

c. The concerns Dr Parry raises will be further addressed in a detailed business plan to ensure 

that Swindon Science Park is best in class in terms of its development and operations strategy. 

 

 
29 CAM-SCI Report ‘Creating an Innovation Cluster at SSP’, Feb 2021 
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11 Science park development is ‘high risk’ and Swindon Science Park may not 

be able to achieve its goals 

 

a. STP development is especially high risk where there is no anchor occupier to attract 

commercial investment and/or to attract other occupiers to the STP.  

b. The most common ‘risk’ to start-up STPs in the UK is lack of investment at the early stages of 

development.  The majority of new STPs in the UK are speculative and require risk-funding for 

early-phase development.  This is increasingly difficult to achieve with the reduction of public-

funds historically available for such interventions. 

c. The Wasdell Group is acting as the investor/developer for Swindon Science Park which 

significantly reduces project risk. 

d. Wasdell is also willing to ‘risk share’ by funding the innovation phase of Swindon Science Park 

development through provision of purpose designed turn-key facilities for the SME and start-

ups sectors of the innovation market. 

e. The Wasdell Group is a large and expanding company within the high-value pharma supply 

chain sector.  Having Wasdell as an anchor occupier provides a strong commercial platform for 

further phased development. 

f. Having Wasdell on site offers a range of benefits to Swindon Science Park from reputational 

benefits to the direct commercial additionality. 

g. Wasdell as an investor in the park, is highly motivated to ensure a successful development of 

Swindon Science Park over time. 

 

 

12 The widely held current consensus is that successful science parks are most 

likely to develop in an environment where they refine, build upon and 

curate a number of physical, economic, and network assets, in order to 

enable the complex process of attracting opportunity entrepreneurs and 

support their successful development by growing successful market (sales) 

funded operations 

 

a. We do not disagree with this analysis of what a successful innovation cluster looks like, how it 

operates or what it needs.  Our contention is that there is more than one way to develop and 

catalyse the assets Dr Parry identifies.  Dr Parry insists that this must be substantially driven 

by universities and research centres whilst it is more widely acknowledged that private 

enterprise has now assumed the role of catalysing innovation-led economic development.  

b. Moreover, the networks described by Dr Parry, and the process of ‘curation’ that he identifies 

has to start somewhere; if they pre-exist, STP development is redundant.  

c. The largest and most successful science parks and innovation clusters in the UK have 

developed over a period of 30 years or more.  Younger developments are springing up in areas 

and regions that do not traditionally exhibit the ‘conditions’ Dr Parry insists on.  In particular, 

post-industrial regions of the UK are developing STPs that reflect their own particular 

socioeconomic legacy building and ‘curating’ knowledge, experience, vision and 

entrepreneurship to create growing areas of innovation.  
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d. The analysis of ‘science parks’ provided by Dr Parry and economic consultants, fails to address 

a crucial element of STP development which is commercial sustainability and investment 

incentive. 

e. The commercial property market largely avoids STP development precisely because it does not 

wish to ‘share the financial and commercial risk of supporting the businesses they attract’ 

advocated by Dr Parry.   

f. The majority of university science parks remain small in scale because they fail to attract 

commercial investment.  If we are to create commercial STPs we must find a sustainable 

development approach that rewards both investors and tenant companies.  Dr Parry does not 

recognise or address this key issue. 

g. We agree that to varying degrees, STP developers must be willing to take on the risk inherent 

to innovation-led markets.30  In this regard, Swindon is unusually fortunate since Wasdell is 

willing to assume this investment risk as well as providing the type of innovation-led activity 

that will anchor the development.   

h. As the primary investor, Wasdell has an additional incentive to ensure the success of 

Swindon Science Park. 

i. The unique Swindon context offers the possibility of creating a vibrant innovation cluster 

based upon knowledge-networks and entrepreneurship emerging from its long-established 

industrial heritage.  Swindon has a diverse but highly trained and educated workforce with a 

higher-than-average rate of entrepreneurship compared to the rest of the UK.  Additionally, 

many existing companies in Swindon have established national and international links and 

networks. By providing a home for entrepreneurial activity linked to a range of specialist 

provision for the innovation sector, Swindon Science Park will foster and grow an innovation 

cluster that draws on its unique commercial strengths and knowledge networks. 

 
30 A number of new STP developments adopt a pre-let development model so that there is no risk to the 

investor and no ‘risk sharing’ with younger companies.  Recent examples of this approach include new 
development at Cambridge Biomedical Campus and the refurbishment of premises at Chesterford 
Research Park.  
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APPENDIX A 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARK (STP) ORGANISATION INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGIES  

Advanced Manufacturing Park, 

Rotherham 

Multiple companies Innovative engineering, research and manufacturing 

Bristol and Bath Science Park High Value Manufacturing Catapult - 

National Composites Centre 

Sustainable engineering solutions in composites 

Cambridge Science Park  Napp Pharmaceuticals Group Ltd Research, development and manufacture of ethical pharmaceuticals 

manufacturing  

Cambridge Science Park Heraeus Noblelight Ltd Design and manufacture of high performance flash and arc lamps 

Cambridge Science Park Intervet Ltd Development and manufacture of veterinary pharmaceuticals 

Cambridge Science Park Tadpole Technology plc Design and manufacture of laptop computers 

Cambridge Science Park Coherent Ltd Design and manufacture of lasers 

Cambridge Science Park Kore Technology Ltd Design and manufacture of scientific instruments 

Cambridge Science Park Laser-Scan plc Design and manufacture of lasers, high resolution displays and 

plotters 

Cambridge Science Park Biochrom Ltd Design, development and manufacture of analytical instruments and 

chemicals  

Cambridge Science Park Ultra Violet Products Ltd Design and manufacture of UV lamps, radiometers and meters 

Charnwood Campus Almac Group Ltd Pharmaceutical manufacture and packaging 

Discovery Park, Sandwich Multiple companies GMP Manufacturing 

Kent Science Park Multiple companies Flexible manufacturing facilities 

Milton Park, Abingdon Production Tools (Oxon) Ltd Manufacturing engineering  
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Langstone Technology Park, Havant Multiple companies 

 

High value manufacturing and administration facilities 

North East Technology Park High Value Manufacturing Catapult – 

The Centre for Process Innovation 

 

Development, proving, prototyping and scale up of next generation 

products and processes 

North East Technology Park National Formulation Centre – Centre 

for Process Innovation   

Innovative formulation technologies and formulated products 

including pharmaceuticals and coatings 

Nottingham Science and Technology Park Upperton Pharma Solutions Spray drying pharmaceutical manufacturing 

Wilton Centre, Redcar High Value Manufacturing Catapult – 

The Centre for Process Innovation 

 

Development of products and processes that enhance health and 

well being 

Wilton Centre, Redcar Multiple companies Home to leading global and regional businesses in the chemical, 

manufacturing, material and life science industries 

Wilton Centre, Redcar Applied Graphene Materials plc Innovation and manufacture and application of Graphene 

Wilton Centre, Redcar Alpek Polyester UK Ltd Advanced manufacturer 

Wilton Centre, Redcar Poseidon Plastics Ltd Advanced manufacturing in plastics recycling 

Scottow Technology Park Carbinium Engineering Ltd Manufacture and supply of machined parts and composites  

Silverstone Park Multiple companies High performance precision engineering, innovation, design, 

manufacturing, research and technology 

Stevenage Bioscience Catalyst Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult 

manufacturing centre 

Clinical, process development and manufacturing capability 

University of Derby Science Park 

 
  

Multiple companies A manufacturing focussed innovation and technology park providing 

supporting facilities including industrial and warehousing of one 

million sq ft’ 

 

Companies in italics have merged or been acquired.
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APPENDIX B 

 

WASDELL’S INNOVATION ACTIVITY IN THE PHARMA SECTOR 

 

a. Wasdell Group is a global industrial technologies enterprise providing innovative solutions to the 

fast-changing needs of the pharmaceutical sector. 

b. Wasdell Group is an exemplar of the innovation dynamic working within modern industry to 

generate markets and market opportunities through the development of new technologies, new 

products and new approaches to market challenges. 

c. The pharma supply chain sector is one of the largest markets in the world.  In 2019 the global 

pharmaceutical packaging market alone was valued at USD 98.58 billion and is projected to grow 

to a value of $188.79 billion by 2027 driven by innovations and demand in the wider pharma 

sector.31   

d. With drug treatments increasingly focused on personalised medicine and self-administered 

treatment solutions, packaging science and packaging innovation is part of new drug development 

and key to the security, storage, transport, administration and effectiveness of pharma products. 

e. Wasdell spends more than £100,000 pa on R&D.32 This is expected to increase considerably when 

additional space and facilities at Swindon Science Park allows the group to increase its work in 

clinical trials, QP services (which ensures pharmaceuticals manufactured across the globe comply 

with their specification) and other developments. 

f. Wasdell plays a key role in developing new products, materials and processes responsible for key 

change within the pharma sector.  These include:  

i. Interlocking Blister Pack: Now in common use for all types of medicines, the interlocking blister 

pack design was invented by Wasdell Group’s Chairman, Martin Tedham. A revolutionary 

design, the interlocking blister pack has reduced packaging costs by an estimated 30%. In 

addition, the blister pack was designed to fit through a domestic letter box, creating a huge 

market for mail order health and nutritional products and increasing the level of convenience 

experienced by customers.  

ii. Reducing Costs of Child-Resistant Designs: Wasdell Group created a new child-resistant design 

for drugs packaging that has increased safety and reduced costs by 40%.   

iii. Sustainable Wool Packaging: Wasdell Group is working to address concerns regarding 

sustainability and the use of plastics in pharma packaging. Wasdell is currently conducting in-

house trials using wool as the material for blister packaging for pharma and nutritional products. 

The wool packaging will be the first recyclable and biodegradable product available to the 

pharma packaging sector.  

iv. Drug Safety and integrity: 

a. Wasdell recently made a £1m investment in serialisation technology to prevent global 

counterfeiting of drugs. The WHO estimates that more than 50% of drugs sold via the 

internet are fake. 

b. Wasdell provides QP (Qualified Persons) services. QPs are legally responsible for certifying 

batches of medicinal products before they are used in clinical trials or available on the 

market. 

 
31 https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/pharmaceutical-packaging-market 

32 Wasdell, Our Economic Impacts, Turley 2019 
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c. Wasdell undertakes the testing and qualification of drugs and other pharmaceuticals to 

ensure compliance with licences. 

d. Wasdell recently secured a contract to supply medicines and dietary supplements direct to 

patients and consumers, requiring the recruitment of additional pharmacists. 

g. Ministry of Defence Support 

i Wasdell is used by the MOD to provide solutions for issues in war zones. Details of these remain 

confidential but, for example innovations and inventions include: 

a. Low-cost system to protect minesweeping personnel from secondary attack. 

b. Blood/plasma storage and distribution system for rapid deployment to active personnel. 

ii Irradiation: Wasdell worked to produce a world-first in bonding two forms of film to produce a 

tamper-free, uniquely coded radioactive testing product for use in the transport of radioactive 

materials. This means vehicles carrying radioactive materials can be quickly and reliably be 

tested to ensure that no radioactive material remains following transportation. 

h. Advanced manufacturing and technical 

i The company works with customers to take new products and formats from concept to 

commercial application. 

ii It designs and provides prototypes for focus groups/viability assessments. 

iii Wasdell develops and manufactures short-run specialist packaging for drugs undergoing clinical 

trials. 

i. Laboratory services and clinical testing 

i Undertakes clinical trials for pharmaceutical companies – including conditions connected to 

cancer, mental health and fatal oesophagus bleeding. 

ii Recent investment in stability chambers has allowed it to accelerate the testing of shelf life of 

drugs (particularly important in the rapid development of a new drug to combat a new or 

emerging virus). 

j. Future developments 

i A purpose-built Swindon Science Park will allow the Wasdell Group to move to its next phase of 

its development including (but not be restricted to): 

a. Use of AI (artificial intelligence) to improve quality control, reduce design time, predict 

maintenance requirements of equipment and reduce waste. 

b. Further development of biodegradable packaging materials for the pharmaceutical and 

healthcare industries. Wasdell is already a world-leader in this field and is committed to 

persuading customers to move away from plastics to biodegradable materials that retain 

their integrity over the shelf life of the product. 

k. Wasdell also undertakes innovation-led service delivery across the supply chain for the global drug 

development network:   

i Wasdell Medical: Wasdell works closely with medical clients to design, develop and produce 

new medical devices. Wasdell’s unique experience and understanding of key issues, together 

with its significant investment in training, equipment and research, provides dramatic benefits 

for the medical industry seeking design and technical support for medical devices in approved 

metals and plastics.    

ii Laboratory Services: Wasdell’s chemical analysis labs’ capabilities provide a range of services 

including testing of raw materials, drug substances and drug products in accordance with 

pharmacopoeia monographs and client methods. Wasdell’s microbiological labs also offer in-

house environmental monitoring sample analysis, water testing, microbiological identification 

analysis, component testing and growth promotion testing. 
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iii Advanced Manufacturing: From formulation to commercial supply, Wasdell undertakes clinical 

trials and medical devices support, manufacturing and packaging for the pharma sector and is 

approved by the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) for the 

handling and manufacture of non-sterile drugs. Wasdell’s capability now includes drug 

serialisation which allows every packet of pharmaceutical medicines to be uniquely identified, 

ensuring complete traceability.  

iv Specialist Drugs Storage and Distribution: Secure storage and distribution of high-value and 

potent drugs is a high-risk area intrinsic to the pharma value chain. Wasdell has developed 

advanced technical solutions to the requirement for secure, ambient controlled, cold chain and 

controlled drug storage conditions. With its advanced systems, real-time reporting is accessible 

to Wasdell and its clients 24/7.  

v Wasdell Technical: Wasdell’s dedicated technical team works with pharma customers to take 

new products and packaging formats from concept to design, production and commercial 

application.   

 

 


