
About the Sw
indon H

eritage Action Zone 
 Launched in 2019, the Sw

indon H
eritage Action Zone (H

AZ) is an 
am

bitious project by H
istoric England, Sw

indon Borough Council and 
others to revitalise the tow

n’s unique heritage and unlock its econom
ic 

potential. It w
ill breathe new

 life into the railw
ay w

orks and village, to 
m

ake them
 a m

ore attractive place for residents, businesses, tourists 
and investors. W

orking in partnership, the H
AZ initiative w

ill restore 
and repair neglected public buildings and bring them

 back into use, 
im

prove public spaces and connections betw
een the village and the 

tow
n centre, and prom

ote and celebrate the area’s special qualities. 

O
ver five years, Sw

indon Borough Council and H
istoric England w

ill 
jointly invest nearly £10m

 in this special area. Sixteen separate projects 
– from

 repair schem
es to place branding and public engagem

ent – w
ill 

add up to m
ake a big difference to Sw

indon’s future prosperity. 

Projects that are already underw
ay include: refurbishing the Carriage 

W
orks and the Cricketers’ pub to bring these spaces back in to use and 

provide em
ploym

ent opportunities; im
proving the condition of the 

H
ealth H

ydro to increase use of its facilities; and developing a detailed 
plan for a sustainable new

 use for the M
echanics’ Institution. Future 

projects for the H
AZ include public realm

 im
provem

ent across the H
AZ 

area, and enhancem
ents to the shopfronts in Faringdon Road, Fleet 

Street and Bridge Street.

Sw
in

do
n 

an
d 

th
e 

Ra
ilw

ay

Fo
r n

ea
rly

 1
50

 y
ea

rs
, S

w
in

do
n 

w
as

 h
om

e 
to

 th
e 

ra
ilw

ay
 a

nd
 lo

co
m

ot
iv

e 
w

or
ks

 o
f t

he
 G

re
at

 W
es

te
rn

 R
ai

lw
ay

 (G
W

R)
. I

n 
18

40
 th

e 
G

W
R 

ch
os

e 
a 

si
te

 
ov

er
 a

 m
ile

 to
 th

e 
no

rt
h 

of
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
sm

al
l m

ar
ke

t t
ow

n 
of

 S
w

in
do

n,
 

be
ca

us
e 

it 
w

as
 lo

ca
te

d 
ne

ar
ly

 h
al

fw
ay

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
te

rm
in

us
 s

ta
tio

ns
 

in
 B

ris
to

l a
nd

 L
on

do
n.

 It
 a

ls
o 

ha
d 

th
e 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
of

 tw
o 

ex
is

tin
g 

ca
na

ls
 

w
hi

ch
 w

er
e 

im
po

rt
an

t f
or

 d
el

iv
er

in
g 

co
al

 a
nd

 c
ok

e.
 

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
w

or
ks

 w
as

 ra
pi

d:
 th

ey
 o

ffi
ci

al
ly

 o
pe

ne
d 

in
 J

an
ua

ry
 

18
43

, j
us

t t
w

o 
ye

ar
s 

aft
er

 th
e 

Lo
nd

on
 to

 B
ris

to
l l

in
e 

op
en

ed
. O

ve
r t

im
e 

th
ey

 e
xp

an
de

d 
un

til
 th

ey
 c

ov
er

ed
 m

or
e 

th
an

 3
25

 a
cr

es
 (1

30
 h

ec
ta

re
s)

 in
 

19
48

, o
f w

hi
ch

 7
7 

ac
re

s 
(3

0.
8 

he
ct

ar
es

) w
er

e 
w

or
ks

ho
ps

 a
nd

 o
ffi

ce
s.

 T
he

re
 

w
er

e 
on

ly
 a

bo
ut

 1
80

 w
or

ke
rs

 in
 1

84
3,

 b
ut

 th
is

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
to

 o
ve

r 1
4,

00
0 

in
 

th
e 

ea
rly

 2
0t

h 
ce

nt
ur

y.
 T

he
 G

W
R 

pr
ov

id
ed

 h
ou

si
ng

 fo
r t

he
ir 

w
or

ke
rs

 in
 a

 
vi

lla
ge

 to
 th

e 
so

ut
h 

of
 th

e 
w

or
ks

, a
nd

 h
el

pe
d 

se
t u

p 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

fo
r l

ei
su

re
, 

he
al

th
 c

ar
e,

 s
ho

pp
in

g 
an

d 
so

ci
al

is
in

g.
 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

tw
o 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
s,

 th
e 

ra
ilw

ay
 w

or
ks

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
m

un
iti

on
s 

an
d 

sp
ec

ia
lis

ed
 tr

ai
ns

, s
uc

h 
as

 a
m

bu
la

nc
e 

ca
rr

ia
ge

s.
 N

at
io

na
lis

at
io

n 
in

 1
94

8 
ev

en
tu

al
ly

 le
d 

to
 a

 re
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

n 
of

 ra
ilw

ay
 w

or
ks

 in
 th

e 
19

60
s,

 w
hi

ch
 

ca
us

ed
 th

e 
de

m
ol

iti
on

 o
f m

an
y 

re
du

nd
an

t b
ui

ld
in

gs
. F

ro
m

 1
97

0,
 B

rit
is

h 
Ra

il’
s 

en
gi

ne
er

in
g 

w
or

ks
ho

ps
 w

er
e 

fre
e 

to
 te

nd
er

 fo
r o

ut
si

de
 w

or
k 

bu
t 

in
te

rn
al

 a
nd

 e
xt

er
na

l o
rd

er
s 

di
m

in
is

he
d 

an
d 

th
e 

w
or

ks
 c

lo
se

d 
on

 2
7 

M
ar

ch
 

19
86

. S
in

ce
 th

en
, t

he
 h

is
to

ric
 w

or
ks

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 h

av
e 

be
en

 re
us

ed
  

as
 o

ffi
ce

s,
 s

ho
ps

, r
es

ta
ur

an
ts

 a
nd

 a
 m

us
eu

m
, i

nt
er

sp
er

se
d 

by
 m

od
er

n 
bu

ild
in

gs
. 

D
es

pi
te

 s
om

e 
lo

ss
es

, t
he

 ra
ilw

ay
 w

or
ks

 a
re

 s
til

l t
he

 b
es

t p
re

se
rv

ed
 ra

ilw
ay

 
co

m
pl

ex
 in

 E
ng

la
nd

, a
nd

 th
e 

vi
lla

ge
 is

 a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t e
xa

m
pl

e 
of

 a
n 

ea
rly

 
Vi

ct
or

ia
n 

pl
an

ne
d 

vi
lla

ge
. W

or
k 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
to

 b
rin

g 
al

l r
ed

un
da

nt
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 
ba

ck
 in

to
 u

se
, a

nd
 th

e 
H

er
ita

ge
 A

ct
io

n 
Zo

ne
 (H

AZ
) p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 b

et
w

ee
n 

H
is

to
ric

 E
ng

la
nd

 a
nd

 S
w

in
do

n 
Bo

ro
ug

h 
Co

un
ci

l i
s 

ai
m

in
g 

to
 b

oo
st

 th
is

 
pr

oc
es

s.
 

Sw
indon  

Heritage Action Zone

Further inform
ation:

 H
istoricEngland.org.uk/Sw

indonH
AZ

Sw
indon.gov.uk/info/20030/planning_and_regeneration/1016/ 

the_sw
indon_heritage_action_zone  

Read the book: John Cattell and Keith Falconer 2000 Sw
indon: the Legacy of 

a Railw
ay Tow

n (English H
eritage)

Visit STEAM
, the M

useum
 of the G

reat W
estern Railw

ay, Sw
indon SN

2 2EY

Visit the Railw
ay Village M

useum
, 34 Faringdon Road, Sw

indon SN
1 5BJ
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H
ealth and w

ell-being

Railw
ay w

ork could be dangerous and initially there w
ere few

 m
edical 

facilities for em
ployees. In 1847, the G

W
R M

edical Fund Society w
as set up, 

for w
hich each w

orker paid a m
andatory subscription from

 his w
ages. These 

subsidised the salary of Stuart Rea, the G
W

R’s doctor, w
ho had a surgery 

and dispensary in Em
lyn Square. In 1871, the Society opened an accident 

hospital (9) in the converted arm
oury of the XI W

iltshire Volunteer Rifle Corps 
(now

 the Central Com
m

unity Centre). The Society’s dispensary and sw
im

m
ing 

baths w
ere m

oved in 1891 to a new
 building, now

 the H
ealth H

ydro (10). It 
housed a w

ide range of m
edical and recreational facilities, from

 sw
im

m
ing 

baths to Turkish, Russian and w
ashing baths, and doctors’ and dental 

surgeries. The range of services increased further in the early 20th century, 
m

aking it an im
portant m

odel for the integrated m
edical centres w

hich the 
N

ational H
ealth Service established after 1948.

Living and leisure

The layout of the railw
ay village w

as designed by Isam
bard Kingdom

 Brunel, 
the G

W
R’s chief engineer, in 1840 and by 1855 m

ost of the 12 terraces in the 
village had been com

pleted. The cottages visible from
 the railw

ay line w
ere 

designed by Brunel in a m
ore decorative style; the others are plainer and 

sim
pler in design. In 1966 all cottages w

ere acquired by the Council and 
restored. Several shops at the ends of the terraces faced the H

igh Street,  
w

hich in 1893 w
as renam

ed Em
lyn Square (5) after Viscount Em

lyn, the 
deputy chairm

an of the G
W

R. The shops originally included a grocer, a baker 
and a butcher. Tw

o pubs, the Cricketers’ Arm
s and the Baker’s Arm

s, had  
been established by the 1850s.

In 1854-5 the M
echanics’ Institution (6) w

as built in the centre of Em
lyn 

Square, a rare exam
ple of such an institute at a railw

ay w
orks. It contained  

a library, reading room
, public baths, and a first-floor theatre. Behind it w

as  
a covered m

arket, w
hich in 1891-3 w

as replaced by a reading room
 extension. 

After a fire in 1930, the stage area w
as rebuilt and a tall new

 fly tow
er 

constructed. The building has been em
pty since 1986 and aw

aits a  
sustainable new

 use.

At the w
est end of the village are St M

ark’s church (7) of 1845 and the Park 
(8), w

hich w
as used as a cricket ground from

 the 1840s and later also hosted 
the annual G

W
R children’s fete.

Front cover: The railw
ay village in 2020. 

Inside: A w
orker in the spring shop at the 

GW
R w

orks in 1984. Above: M
ap background 
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num

ber 100024900. Below
 left: The M

echanics’ 
Institution in 2020. Below

 right:  
The sw

im
m

ing pool in the H
ealth H

ydro in 1998.  
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