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5.1 
  

5.101 In order to provide an adequate supply of housing to 

meet the overall requirement and satisfy the 5-year 

housing land requirement it has been necessary to 

identify another smaller-scale urban extension to 

Swindon. 

 

5.102 In the Preferred Options draft of the Core Strategy 

(2008), land at Kingsdown (East of the A419) was 

allocated for 500 dwellings to meet the requirement 

within that Plan to be in accord with the draft RSS. 

However in the Small Scale Urban Extension Study 

(2008) land at Kingsdown was assessed as being less 

sustainable than Tadpole Farm. In the subsequent 

draft of the Core Strategy it was identified as a 

potential reserve site subject to delivery on other sites 

with the allocation being assigned to a larger Tadpole 

Farm allocation. Subsequent capacity work has 

limited Tadpole Farm to less than 1700 dwellings. To 

meet the additional housing requirement, land at 

Kingsdown has been assessed using the evidence of 

the small-scale urban extension study for its potential 

contribution to supply of housing. 

 

5.103 The Small Scale Urban Extension Study concluded that 

it is accessible to employment opportunities in north 

east Swindon and retail and leisure facilities also in 

north east Swindon. However such accessibility is 

subject to direct access over the A419, particularly by 

walking and cycling. In landscape terms 

development south of Kingsdown Lane is more 

appropriate than north of it. 

5.104 In order to provide for the essential infrastructure, 

particularly crossing the A419, a larger development is 

required than the initially identified 500 dwellings. 

Also, to provide for an on-site primary school of 2 

forms of entry a residential development of between 

1,600 and 2,000 dwellings is required. In consideration 

of the landscape north of Kingsdown Lane lower 

density housing is proposed in that area reducing the 

overall capacity. 

5.105 Access to Kingsdown shall be by more than one 

point. The primary access will be via a new bridge 



over the A419 linking into the Swindon urban area 

including walking and cycling. 

5.106 In order to deliver a sustainable development it is vital 

that the vehicular bridge is delivered early in the 

development. This may be secured through 

conditions relating to occupancy of residential units. 

Improvements to Cricklade Road shall be considered 

in the context of the proposed Kingsdown 

development and other developments. 

5.107 It is important that any impact on Broad Blunsdon is 

minimised and mitigated. The policy includes 

measures to reduce ‘rat-running’ and for the 

development to respect the context and character 

of the village. The area between the proposed 

development and Broad Blunsdon shall remain part of 

the countryside to maintain the separate identity of 

the village 

5.108 Key Evidence Base 

Key evidence base documents include: 

 Swindon Small Scale Urban Extensions Study (2008);  

 Swindon Transport Strategy (2009); and 

 Swindon Borough Green Infrastructure Strategy 2010-

2026: Revised Consultation Document (2011). 

Delivery and Links with Other Key Policies and 

Strategies 

5.109 Kingsdown is a key component of the development 

strategy for the Borough and is linked to many 

policies and strategies listed in the evidence base. 

Indicative phasing of the delivery of Kingsdown is 

shown on Figure 13 to provide clarity when 

development will be delivered. Effective 

management of development will be achieved 

through the application of this policy and through: 

 Alignment of proposals with other related strategies 

identified in the “Evidence Base” above; 

 Implementation of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan; 

Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership; 

 Development framework plan, design codes and 

masterplan; 

 Continuing dialogue between the Borough Council, 

the local community and developers; and 

 The development management process. 

 

 


