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This leaflet is inter.ded to offer guidance only and is not a definitive statement of the law. If 

you have any doubt as to whether planning permission, or any other approval, e.g. Building SWINDON RAILWAY VILLAGE 
Regulations, Listed Building Consent, Vendor/Lessor Consent, etc., may be required for any 

development within the Railway Village Conservation /\rea, or have any other queries or need 

further assistance, please write to:-

The Director, Envlronmentol Service,, ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIONThamesdown Borough Council, 

Civic Offices, Euclid Street, 

Swindon, Wilts. SN1 2JH. 

or c;,11 at the Town Pl;:mning Division at the above address. 
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THE BOROUGH OF THAMESDOWN (RAILWAY VILLAGE 
CONSERVATION AREA) DIRECTION 1980 

WHAT THE ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION MEANS 

1. On c ;iim of town and country planning is to improve the environment anti thereby 

improvP. thP. f]uality of life. To achieve this 11im, a system of development control is userl 

undrr which it is neoiss;iry to obtain planning permission from the Local Authority 

bdore beginning (among other rlevelopment) building or engineering operatiom. 

1-lowrver. it is 91;11erally possil:.ile to carry out minor .ilterntions or improvements to a 

ri,sidcntial property without the need to gain specific planning permission. This is usually 

referred ro as "perrnin,;d ckVP.lo[)m11nt". 

2. The rlorr>Ugh Cn11ncil considers that in the case of the Railw11y Village, development, 

ind11din9 much "permitterl dnvelopment", must be carefully controlled to prevent the 

clmrncrer and appe11rancP. of an example of an early Victori;m model village of national 

irnport.r11ce being spoilt. Consequently, the Borol•gh Council has m;ide an Article 4 

Dirnction in respect of certnin classns of "permitted development" in the Swindon 

R11ilwny Vill;:,gr> Cons"rvation Area. 

3. This does not rnP.an tlrnt householders would be prohibited from carrying 011t 

improvements to their properties. rather that they must obtain planning permission from 

the Borough Council to ensme that the proposnls are r.ompletely in accordance with the 

Boro11!]h Corrncil 's adoptP.cl policy. 

4. It should 11lso be pointed out that most properties within the Railway Vill"lge are listed 

as rluilrlinus of Speci;,I /\rchitectural or Historic Interest. Before development is carried 

out ro ::iny of thnse propP.rtics, l.isred Building Consent is usually required, (even though 

rhe work would normally constitule "perfl1itted development "P-lscwhere in the Town). 

5. The Aoro11(1h Council can t;okP. cnforcP.ment action to control unauthoriserl developrnent. 

This power is auromatic;illy extender! to cover development included in the /\rtir::le 4 

Oin•ction . 

DEVELOPMENT AFFECTED BY THE ARTICLE 4 OlnECJ"ION 

1. The Article 4 Direction takP.s away the right of "p,irrnitterl d ~velopmen t " ;is d escrihP.d in 

Classe~ I and II of Schedule 1 of the To wn ;ind Country Planning General Dev~lopmcnt 

Order, 1977. /\s a consequence , it will now be necess;iry to obt;iin planning permission 

from the Borough Council before beginning the minor deve lopme nt desr.ribed in these 

Classes. 

2. For your guidance, the following list indicates the types of rlcvelornocnt covered by the 

Direction. Full details can be obt.iined from the Town Planning Division at the Civic 

Offices. 

(a) The painting of the exterior of any building. 

(b) The extension, improvement or alteration of a dwclling-ho11sn. 

(c) The erection of an external porch to" dwelling-house. 

(d) The erection, within the garden or yard of a dwelling-house of l,uildings such ;is 

greenhouses, garden sheds and pigeon lofts. ,and their subsequent alte rntion o r 

improvement. 

(e) ThP. construction of a h:,rdstanding for vehicles or a mea ns of access to"' hiubway . 

(0 The erection or placing within the garden or yard of a dwelling -house of :m 

oil-storage tank. 

(g) The erection or improvement of any gates, fences, W"llls or me:,ns of enclosure . 
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