Make a
difference
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Borough Council
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Thank you for considering
becoming a foster carer with
Swindon Borough Council
By becoming a foster carer, you can change the lives of children
and young people who are in need of a caring family to set them on
a positive path through their life and open them up to experiences
they may not have had otherwise.
This booklet provides information about becoming a foster carer, the
process for getting approved and the benefits of fostering for Swindon.

To get in touch with our team for more information,
visit www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering or call 07917 503447.
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Why are foster carers
needed?
When a child in Swindon Borough can no
longer stay with their family, the Council has
the responsibility to make sure that child is
safe, cared for and as comfortable as possible.
This is often done through placements with
our foster carers.

Around 350
children need
foster care in
Swindon

Many children who live in foster care do so
temporarily while our Children’s Services
team work with their parents to try to help resolve any family issues so their
child can return home. Placements can last for anything from several days, a
couple of months or a few years depending on the needs of the child.
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As a foster carer, you and your
family would work with our
fostering team to provide
the support and guidance
a child needs to continue
to develop in what can be
a very challenging time,
helping them get the start
in life they deserve.
By fostering with us, you can
provide a lifeline for children
in need of care.

Can I become a foster carer?
We welcome people from all walks of life who can provide a home for a child
and meet their needs, helping them develop and thrive. We currently have
over 160 foster carers with a wide range of backgrounds and skills, a team
you would become part of.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You must be at least 21 or over to foster
You must have a spare bedroom
It doesn’t matter whether you’re male or female
You can be married, single or living with a partner
We welcome people regardless of their sexuality
You’ll need to be in good health to meet the needs of a child placed with you
You can either live in your own house or be renting
You can be in work, unemployed or retired
It doesn’t matter if you’re living with your own children, step-children or
without children
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Why foster with us
As a foster carer with Swindon Borough Council, you’ll become a valued
member of our team, working with the child to offer them the best support
and care to make a difference to their life.
Wide choice of placements
We have a wide range of placements
from babies through to teenagers who
need local carers to look after them and
keep them close to their friends, family
and school. You will have a choice and
you can say no to a placement.

We’ll be there
for you every
step of the way

We also offer placements for parents and their child(ren) who need your
advice and support on how to parent.
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Support from the service
We’ll be there for you every step of the way through the recruitment process
and will offer 24-hour support once you’re approved so someone will always
be at the end of the phone if you need them. You’d also have a dedicated
supervising social worker who provides support, advice and guidance
through regular meetings.
As a Swindon carer you will have access to Swindon resources that can
support you, your family and the children you look after. Being a carer for
a Swindon child means you and they will get the very best service and
benefits from fostering.
Support from other carers
One of the most special things about our fostering service is the relationship
between our foster carers, who are like a family themselves. They support
each other as friends and regularly meet for coffee and a catch up. Many of
our carers value this as one of the most important parts of fostering with us.
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Fees and allowances
We offer generous payments and allowances to our foster carers to recognise
the time and commitment they give to fostering. You’ll receive a weekly
allowance for each child in your care to cover full childcare costs, such as
food, clothing and travel. We also pay birthday, Christmas/religious festival,
and holiday allowances.
Further information about our fees can be found at
www.swindon.gov.uk/www.swindon.gov.uk/fosteringpayments
Training
We offer truly specialist training to help you look after our children, with an ongoing
programme of development to grow skills and knowledge. You’ll start learning
right from the beginning as part of our ‘Skills to Foster’ preparation course
where you can meet other people on the road to becoming foster carers.
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All training is local and held at different times and venues to make it as
convenient as possible for you. It is a great way of meeting other carers
and getting support while developing your skills and experience, which
may increase the fee you receive.

Already fostering with
another organisation?
If you’re already a registered foster carer from another local authority or
independent fostering agency, making the move to our fostering service is
straightforward. In the first instance, please call us on 07917 503447 so we
can make your journey an easy one.
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Do I want to be a
foster carer?
Becoming a foster carer could be the most rewarding thing you ever do. It is a
big decision and it will have an impact on your life and others around you, but
it gives you the opportunity to make a hugely positive difference to a child or
young person in need of care.
Bringing any child into your life is always a big commitment and fostering is no
different, so it’s important to be clear in your own mind why you want to foster.
Our fostering team can talk you through any questions or concerns you may
have and will support you on your journey. If you attend one of our information
sessions, you’ll have the chance to speak to some of our current foster carers
to hear what fostering is like first-hand.
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Why we foster
Graham and Ruth have been foster carers for around
20 years. Here’s their story…
It really has been quite a journey, with lots of very positive experiences. At
the moment, we have a sibling group of three living with us, two boys and
a girl, and they’ve been with us for six years now.
When we first started thinking about fostering, we were quite nervous
because we have two girls of our own who were quite young at the time.
But, they were getting older and we’d decided not to have any more
children so we thought ‘we have the space and, as a family, we could
make a difference to a child’s life’.
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Our girls are now 25 and 27 and our foster
children have become part of their extended
family as well, so it’s really enriched all our
lives and made us a better family. There
were some challenges early on when we
realised that sometimes children have
developed ways of coping in worlds that are
actually quite frightening. But we’ve found
support in all sorts of ways: from other foster
carers, social workers, other agencies and
through schools.

It’s really
enriched all
our lives and
made us a
better family

As you spend time with the children, you can see little changes and they
make you realise that this is worth it and they’re gaining things that will really
help them in life. As you build up trust, they might share something with you
about their lives, and you might be the first person they’ve spoken to about
that and that’s a very privileged position.
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We’re extremely proud of the children we’ve
had with us. We go to parents’ evenings and
absolutely beam when they’ve caught
up in education, they’re doing well,
they’ve got friends and have pizza
nights on Fridays where they can
bring their friends round.
Our advice for anyone
considering becoming a
foster carer is to have a
look because it’s really worth
exploring and ask lots and lots of
questions, no question is too silly.
We really do believe that being foster
carers has helped us to develop as
people as much as it’s helped the children.
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Types of fostering
There are different types of foster care and we’d work closely with you to
decide which type is right for you.
Short-term and long-term
Most children need this kind of foster care. It involves providing care for a
wide range of children including babies, primary school age children and
teenagers. Children can stay with you for a few weeks to several months
while Children’s Services work to try to return the child to their family or
move a child into an adoptive family. For some children, permanence is
found within long-term foster care by carers who can meet this need.
You can also be on our emergency care rota if you want to. This involves
caring for a child or siblings for a short period of time in an emergency same
day situation. This could be during the night or at weekends and could happen
at short notice so this type of care is good for carers who can be flexible.
18

Respite
Respite foster care provides short breaks for children who may be living with their
birth family at home or with full-time foster carers. These short respite stays can
give foster carers time off or help keep birth families together by giving them the
break they need to help them to cope. Children tending to need respite care are
often aged from five years old and some may have additional needs.
Home from Home
Our Home from Home carers provide day and overnight short breaks for children
with disabilities. This part of the service is designed to support parents of children
with disabilities by providing children with the opportunity to enjoy different
experiences, either in the carers’ home or the community, to help the family to cope.
Supported lodgings
This type of care enables young people aged 16 to 21 (or to 25 if in education
or training) to live independently to some degree within a safe, secure family
environment. Supported lodgings act as a stepping stone for young people
who have been in a care setting and need support to help prepare them for
living on their own.
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Myths about fostering
I already have children at home so I can’t foster
Many foster carers have their own children and foster at the same
time. This can be really rewarding and beneficial for your own
children as well as the foster children.
I’m single so I can’t foster
Your relationship status doesn’t matter, as long as you can provide a
safe and nurturing home for a foster child.
I work full-time so I can’t foster

I’m a bit older so I can’t foster
There’s no upper age limit to who can become a foster carer. Our
older carers come with a wealth of experience, so as long as you’re
in good health and have the skills and energy to look after children,
we’d love to hear from you.
I smoke so I can’t foster
Smoking doesn’t prevent you from fostering with us but we cannot
place children under six years old with someone who smokes.
We can provide you with support to help you quit smoking.

Lots of foster carers combine their care responsibilities with their
work so this might be possible, as long as you can dedicate enough
time to supporting the child.
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How to become a foster carer
Step 1

If you feel you could make a difference to a child or
young person’s life by becoming a foster carer, contact
our team on 07917 503447 or register your interest at
www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering.

Step 2

Once you’ve registered your interest, we’ll be in touch
to get to know you better and answer any questions you
may have at this stage. You’ll also be invited along to an
information session if you haven’t already been to one.

Step 3

A member of our fostering team will arrange to visit you
at home to gather some information to help with your
application and answer any questions. It’s important that
all members of the household are present at this initial
home visit so we can make sure everyone is ready to
take part in the fostering journey.
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Step 4

We’ll ask you to complete an application form while we
carry out some statutory checks. We will also contact
your references to help us get to know you better.

Step 5

If we all agree that this is the right time for you to
consider fostering, you’ll be invited to our ‘Skills to
Foster’ preparation course which is run by our fostering
team and some of our experienced foster carers. This is
a chance to learn more about what being a foster carer
means for you and your wider family.

Step 6
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Your assessing social worker will visit you in your
home over a number of weeks and together, you will
look at the task of fostering in more detail. This is an
opportunity for us to get to know you and for you to
get to know us so that when you become a foster
carer, your experience will be as good as it can be.

Once the assessment is complete, you will read your
social worker’s report and will be given the chance to
comment on it.

Step 7

Your report will be considered by Swindon’s Fostering
Panel which is an independent group of fostering
professionals. If the Panel recommend that you are
approved to foster, the Agency Decision Maker will
then make the final decision.
The process of becoming a foster carer should take
no more than six months from when we receive your
application form.
If you decide that fostering isn’t for you, you can withdraw
your application at any stage. There may also be a scenario
where our social workers don’t feel that it is the right time
for you and your family to foster. In this situation, we’ll be
honest and will explain the reasons for our decision.
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Please do get in touch if you feel you could
make a difference to a child or young
person’s life by becoming a foster carer.
You can call us on 07917 503447 or visit
www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering to find out more.
We also hold regular information sessions about becoming a
foster carer. Visit our website for details of when these are held.

Make a difference and foster with Swindon.

