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Introduction 

A Diversity Impact Assessment was carried out in 2010 during the preparation of the Local Transport Plan (2011 – 2026).  
After five years the opportunity is being taken to review and refresh the DIA.  
 
It remains the case that highways and transport is a service area that has an impact on every member of the community. It therefore impacts 
on every equality group. It has the potential to have significant positive or negative impacts on the equality groups depending upon how the 
service is designed and configured. 
 
The referenced research on the impact of transport on equality groups remains valid as does the potential for transport to deliver positive 
outcomes for these groups. 
 
The first DIA in 2010 relied greatly on data from the 2001 census updated with some mid 2010 ONS estimates. We now have access to data 
from the 2011 census and this is included as Appendix 1 (along with comparison figures from 2001). There remain some significant gaps in 
data for particular groups. 
 
A summary of the Swindon-wide results is shown below along with comparative data for the 2001 Census. Of all the local authorities in the 
South West Swindon had the greatest increase in population – 16% between 2001 and 2011. 
 
Table 1 – Total of population, households and cars 
 

 Total population  Total households Total cars Average per 

household 

2011 209,156 88,360 107,747 1.22 

2001 180,104 75,176 88,255 1.17 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Car ownership 

Household car ownership is a key statistic as it has a significant impact on the ability of those in the household to access goods, services, 
employment, education, training, leisure and recreation. There remains a significant number of households without access to a car (table 2). 
 
 
Table 2 – Cars per household 
 

 Households 

with no car 

1 car in 

household 

2 cars in 

household 

3 cars in 

household 

4+ cars in 

household 

With 2 

or more 

2011 21.6% 44.2% 27.3% 5.3% 1.6% 34.2% 

2001 22.1% 46.1% 25.8% 4.8% 1.2% 31.8% 

 
 
The dataset in Appendix 2 shows all households by whether there are any cars or vans owned or available to the household, and if so how 
many. It also includes a total count of cars or vans in the area. The number of cars or vans available for use, by one or more members of a 
household includes company cars and vans available for private use. The count of cars or vans in an area is based on details for private 
households only. Cars or vans used by residents of communal establishments are not counted. Car ownership in the other South West areas 
identified is very similar to Swindon.  
 
Only 22% of households in Swindon have no car available, with almost 35% having two or more cars. Within Swindon there are significant 
variations at the extremes, with over 40% of households in some areas having no car available (including the Park North & South and Walcot 
East) compared to only 5% of households in parts of North Swindon (where over 50% have 2 or more cars). Overall, most areas of Swindon 
have between 40% and 50% of households with 1 car available. As a result there are likely to be significant variations in the transport issues 
faced by residents in different parts of Swindon and we should therefore avoid using the overall Swindon figure as the basis for decision making 
because of these wide geographical variations. 
 
 
Equality Groups 

There are also significant variations between areas in terms of the equality groups. 



The percentage of the Swindon population over 65 years of age is 13.8% - but this varies from 3.4% in North Swindon (Central) to 22.6% in Old 
Town and Lawns. For those aged over 75 the Swindon average of 6.5% masks variations from 0.6% in North Swindon (West) to 13.1% in Old 
Town and Lawns 
For those whose “day to day activities are limited by long term illness, health or disability” the Swindon average is 15.4%. The range of variation 
is from 5.9% in North Swindon (West) to 22.2% in Walcot East. 
 
There are similar significant variations by area for other diversity groups covered by Census data. 
Similarly, car ownership for some equality groups varies from the average, with some groups having significant levels of non car ownership. As 
a result some groups are more reliant on public transport, walking and cycling than the population generally. The different geographic spread of 
some equality groups is reflected in the different geographic spread of car ownership. 
 
For example – Of people who say their day to day activities are “limited a lot” by ill health 39.25% are in “no car” households compared to 
13.11% of those whose activities are not limited. Of people aged over 65 years of age 30.73% are in “no car” households compa red to a 
population average of 16.08%. 
 
Conclusions 
It would therefore appear that the significant variation in the geographical spread of equality groups across Swindon means that: 

 Some equality groups have significantly lower levels of car ownership than the population generally and will therefore have different 
transport issues (eg more reliance on public transport, walking and cycling) 

 Caution should be used in applying “Swindon-wide” average figures for equality groups on a local basis 

 That the concentration of certain groups into distinct parts of Swindon will mean that transport issues unique to those communities (eg 
non car ownership, reliance on public transport, concern over safety on-street,at night) will be particularly emphasised in those areas 

 That transport officers planning and designing services and schemes for local areas should consider the detailed demographic data for 
those areas to ensure that particular and unique issues for any equality groups strongly represented locally are identified at an early 
stage. 

 Locality based decision making over scheme prioritisation may provide an opportunity to address particular equality group issues at a 
local level. 

 
 
 
 
 
Philip Martlew 
Highways and Transport Delivery 
May 2015 



 
  
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1 

 

Swindon population by equality groups 

Background 
The census in 2011 recorded the population of Swindon and generated a set of data about the local population which helps us to understand 
the diversity of our population.   

This data is much more accurate than previous estimates based on the 2001 census, though it is still argued that it may not truly represent to 
current population in Swindon.  However, this data is the latest snapshot we have and will be used to help understand the diversity of the 
population we are making decisions within the Council. 

Equality Groups  
The census does not provide us with information about all protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010.  The record of disability 
uses a different definition asking if people have limited day-to-day activity, rather than if they are disabled by the Act’s definition.  There is no 
direct question regarding Sexual Orientation so the Government estimate is used instead.  There was no question regarding 
Transgender/genre identity or Pregnancy/maternity and there are no reliable estimates that we are able to use instead.  

Data 
The census 2011 summary is set alongside the 2001 census and 2010 estimates for Swindon.  The information is presented in a way which 
matches as closely as possible the data provided in the SBC employee data.   Estimated figures have been rounded in accordance with Office 
for National Statistics policy. Totals may not sum due to rounding. 
 

1. Population by Sex 

 Census 2001  Mid 2010 ONS estimate  Census 2011 

Female 90500 50.30%  100900 50.03%  104538 50.0% 



Male 89550 49.70%  100800 49.97%  104618 50.0% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  
 

2. Population by Age Group 

 Census 2001 
 

 Mid 2010 ONS estimate  Census 2011 

Group 0-19 45900 25.48%  49000 24.28%  48268 24.5% 

Group 20-29 24000 13.35%  26300 13.03%  27934 13.4% 

Group 30-39 31550 17.52%  31000 15.36%  31469 15.4% 

Group 40-49 25200 13.98%  32100 15.91%  33240 15.1% 

Group 50-59 20650 11.47%  24000 11.88%  25456 12.1% 

Group 60-69 15150 8.41%  18900 9.35%  19443 9.3% 

Group 70+ 17650 9.80%  20500 10.18%  20401 9.8% 

Total 180050   201800   209300  
 

3. Population by Disability (Long Term Limiting Illness) 

 2001 Census  Mid 2010 estimate 
based on 2001 data 

 Census 2011 

Disabled 27500 15.26%  30800 15.26%  32302 15.4% 

Non-disabled 152600 84.74%  171000 84.74%  176854 84.6% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  
 
 

4. Population by Ethnic Group 

 2001 Census  Mid 2010 experimental 
estimate 

 Census 2011 

Asian or Asian 
British 

3850 2.13%  8050 3.98%  13365 6.4% 

Black or Black 
British 

1250 0.70%  3450 1.71%  2861 1.4% 



Mixed 2050 1.14%  3550 1.76%  4226 2.0% 

Other Ethnic 
Groups 

1500 0.83%  3050 1.51%  806 0.4% 

White Minority 
Ethnic 

6700 3.72%  10750 5.33%  10870 5.2% 

White British 164700 91.48%  172950 85.71%  177028 84.6% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  
 

5. Population by Black & Minority Ethnic group (BME) and non-BME  

BME is identified as those categories which are not White British 

 2001 Census  Mid 2010 experimental 
estimate 

 Census 2011 

BME 15350 8.52%  28850 14.29%  32128 15.4% 

Non-BME 164700 91.48%  172950 85.71%  177028 84.6% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  
 

6. Population by Religion 

 2001 Census  Mid 2010 estimate  Census 2011 

Buddhist 500 0.28%  550 0.28%  1209 0.6% 

Christian 126150 70.07%  141350 70.07%  120287 57.5% 

Hindu 1000 0.56%  1150 0.56%  2597 1.2% 

Jewish 150 0.07%  150 0.07%  151 0.1% 

Muslim 1850 1.03%  2100 1.03%  3538 1.7% 

Sikh 1000 0.56%  1150 0.56%  1228 0.6% 

Other 650 0.36%  750 0.36%  1061 0.5% 

No Religion 34450 19.13%  38600 19.13%  64780 31.0% 

Declined to 
Disclose 

14300 7.95%  16000 7.95%  14305 6.8% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  
 



7. Population by Sexual Orientation 

Using Government Equality Office estimate of 5-7% applied to census or population estimate totals 

 2001  2010  2011 

Lesbian, Gay & 
Bisexual 

10800 6%  12100 6%  12540 6% 

Heterosexual 169250 94%  189650 94%  196607 94% 

Total 180050   201800   209156  



 

8. Marital Status – population aged  over 16 

 Census 2011 

Civil Partnership 426 0.25% 

Divorced ^ 16381 10% 

Separated ^^ 4910 3% 

Married 81617 48% 

Single 54391 32% 

Widowed 10049 6% 

Total 167774  

^Divorced or formerly in a civil partnership which 

is now legally dissolved.           

^^Separated but still legally married or in a civil 

partnership 

 



 


