Respondent No: 285 ]

Q1. Title not answered

Q2. First Name Eleanor

Q3. Last Name Ward

Q4. Job Title (where relevant) Spatial Planner
Q5. Organisation (where relevant) National Highways

Q12.Please set out your comments below. Please be as precise as possible.

SBC admin note: Please see attached response.

Q13.Please set out the changes you consider are needed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested

revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

not answered



Eleanor Ward
Spatial Planner
National Highways

Via email: SwindonLocalPlan2043@swindon.gov.uk

13 October 2025

Dear Planning Policy Team
Swindon Local Plan 2023-2043 Regulation 18 Consultation Draft

Thank you for providing National Highways with the opportunity to comment on the emerging
Swindon Local Plan 2023-2043.

As you will be aware we are responsible for operating, maintaining and improving the
Strategic Road Network (SRN), which in the Plan area comprises the A419 to the east of
Swindon and M4 junctions 15 and 16. The purpose of the SRN, which is a critical national
infrastructure asset, is to provide a safe, free-flowing and reliable highway network for
strategic movements to support economic growth. It is based on these responsibilities that
National Highways has provided the following comments.

Current Status of the SRN at Swindon

As identified by National Highways in previous Local Plan preparation work, the current
Local Plan allocations, and the associated transport strategy/infrastructure, has not come
forward in the way that was envisaged at the time it was adopted. The delivery of strategic
allocations, including the New Eastern Villages and Kingsdown, has been delayed and
several unallocated and speculative development sites have come forward, particularly
along the A419 corridor. This context needs to inform the development of any new Local
Plan spatial strategy for Swindon, considering its impact on the SRN and the implications
for the delivery of necessary highways and transport infrastructure.

Several SRN junctions situated near Swindon on the A419 and the M4 are already
constrained at peak times, and junctions on the A419 in particular can experience queueing
and delay which can extend onto the mainline.
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Policy Context and Evidence Requirements

National Highways is keen to ensure that transport and land use planning policy is closely
integrated. In this respect, National Highways draws your attention to “Planning for the
Future - A guide to working with National Highways on planning matters” and DfT Circular
01/2022 “The Strategic Road Network and the Delivery of Sustainable Development”, which
sets out how we will engage with the planning system to support the delivery of sustainable
development.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, December 2024) states that all plans and
policies should be underpinned by relevant and up-to-date evidence. Whilst we recognise
that work to develop the transport evidence base for this Plan is emerging, a thorough
evidence base will be required for later stages of consultation and subsequently at
Examination. This should include a transport strategy and transport assessment which
identifies the highway and transport infrastructure necessary to deliver the Plan and address
any severe and/or unacceptable safety impacts on the SRN, in this instance focusing on the
A419 and M4 Junctions 15 and 16. This evidence base must conform with the NPPF and
DfT Circular 01/2022. Any necessary infrastructure improvements will need to be included
within an updated transport strategy and supporting Infrastructure Development Plan (IDP)
with all mitigations clearly signposted in Local Plan policy.

The transport evidence supporting the Plan will need to consider the cumulative impact of
the draft allocations alongside existing allocations. Based on this cumulative transport
impact the Plan will need to identify any required improvements over and above those
already planned and/or delivered.

It will be necessary for Swindon Borough Council, as a minimum, to:

e establish the transport needs of the emerging Plan in terms of both existing and
proposed development, using a vision-led approach to identify transport solutions;

e assess the quality and capacity of transport infrastructure and its ability to meet the
transport needs of the Plan;

e identify the transport proposals across all modes necessary to accommodate the
transport needs of the Plan and fulfil the transport vision; and

e formulate development management policies to ensure that development comes
forward in pace with the availability of necessary transport infrastructure.

In addition to the Swindon Local Plan, new Local Plans and updates are emerging in
neighbouring authorities. Infrastructure improvements are also being implemented which will
affect traffic flows at Swindon, including the A417 Missing Link. To ensure cumulative
impacts are addressed, we request joint working with the emerging Local Plans in
neighbouring areas and National Highways to support the delivery of sustainable growth.
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SBC Local Plan 2023 - 2043 Regulation 18 Consultation Draft and SRN
Considerations

National Highways welcomes the recognition that the new Local Plan (2043) needs to set
out key transport proposals, linking with Swindon’s Local Transport Plan 4 (2022), Swindon
Bus Services Improvement Plan (2024) and the Swindon Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan (2022), and will embed a transport vision under the emerging Swindon
Borough Transport Strategy. We look forward to working with the Council to review the
transport evidence to support and validate the approach taken.

Vision

The emerging Local Plan has a 20-year horizon, however it contains a long-term 30-year
vision to 2055. This identifies that Swindon’s inward and outward connectivity will be
improved and supported via key transport corridors, opening up opportunities for growth.
National Highways endorse the recognition of the role of transport in achieving sustainable,
well-planned growth.

The vision is supported by a series of missions for the Swindon Plan, including to ‘Build a
Greener Swindon’, which acknowledges the policy requirement to move to a vision-led
transport approach setting out clear priorities for supporting more active travel and public
transport usage within the Borough. The mission feeds through to Strategic Objective SO5
(Connected Communities and Sustainable Movement), along with reference to sustainable
transport in SO6 (Low Carbon).

National Highways support the sustainable transport ambitions of the plan, recognising that
the spatial strategy is fundamental to achieving modal shift. By delivering sites with a
transport strategy that reduces or eliminates the need to travel by car, this should reduce
demand on the local road network (LRN) and SRN, and thus maintain a safe and efficient
transport network. We look forward to working with the Council on the transport evidence
base to test and verify the emerging transport vision for Swindon, identifying if there are any
residual needs to strengthen and improve highway connections.

Spatial Strategy for Housing

The housing requirement for the plan period is identified as 24,100, and it is proposed this
will comprise of:

- Net completions (23/24) — 831

- Planning Permissions Granted — 12,767

- Existing allocations in 2026 LP — 3,498

- New site allocations — 8,344
This provides a buffer of over 1,000 homes without any inclusion of windfall sites.
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Policy SS1 sets out the spatial strategy approach for growth, focusing development in
Swindon’s urban area (providing up to 8,000 new homes, of which 4,347 are identified as
allocations, and 6,000 new jobs) and strategic growth locations (New Eastern Villages,
Wichelstowe, Kingsdown, East Wroughton and North Tadpole). Minor development is
recognised in larger/small villages and hamlets. Comments on the proposed growth
locations are provided below.

In reviewing the status of each proposed allocation we have referred to Appendix 1. There
is some ambiguity in the definitions used in the associated tables, referring to ‘pipeline’ and
‘outline commitments’. It would help if there was an explanation of the terms used to clarify
the status of each of the sites being considered.

Urban area

National Highways acknowledges that growth focused in the existing urban area offers the
best opportunity to achieve sustainable development and minimise additional demand on
the SRN. We would expect however that there will be some residual SRN implication from
the urban area allocations, particularly considering demand for longer distance trips. This
matter needs to be evaluated in the supporting Local Plan transport evidence.

New Eastern Villages (NEV)

The emerging plan proposes to bring forward up to 10,000 homes to 2043 within the NEV
area. In Appendix 1 it appears 144 dwellings are identified as new allocations, with 9,245
homes as pipeline commitments/existing allocations. The current Local Plan (2026)
proposed a total of 8,000 dwellings in Policy NC3.

As previously identified, the current Local Plan and the associated transport
strategy/infrastructure has not come forward in the way that was envisaged at the time it
was adopted. The delivery of NEV has been delayed and unplanned/speculative
development proposals have been permitted along the A419 corridor. Whilst infrastructure
improvements have been delivered, we look forward to working with the LPA to enable an
up to date assessment of the impact of the residual NEV allocation (i.e. the quantum of
development not yet permitted and which will be brought forward in the new local plan
period) on the SRN. This should be included within the local plan tranmsport evidence base
and any necessary infrastructure, which may include improvements ‘over and above’ those
currently considered, should be identified within the policy and IDP.

We note the NEV allocation boundary is slightly extended in the latest proposed policy map,
with the allocation extending northwards across the A420 alongside the A419 White Hart
junction. National Highways have land interests adjacent to our network. If the LPA require
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further information regarding this they should contact

We approve of the inclusion of draft Policy CSE12: Reducing Noise and Pollution, and the
need to ensure noise sensitive and air-quality sensitive development is directed to
appropriate locations. We consider this policy relevant to the NEV allocation, with a
significant land boundary along the A419 Trunk Road. We have recent examples of
residential development experiencing noise issues due to being located too close to the
SRN. We encourage and endorse planning policy being proactive in considering and
addressing this issue to ensure the health and wellbeing of future residents.

In addition to noise impacts, given the proximity of allocations to the SRN boundary, we
would also draw attention to the importance of ensuring that drainage, landscaping and
boundary treatment proposals are considered from the outset, and that development
proposals are designed in accordance with DfT Circular 01/2022. All noise fences, screening
and other structures must be erected on the developer’s land, and far enough within the
developer’s land to enable maintenance to take place without encroachment onto highway
land.

It is noted that the NEV IDP Prioritisation Matrix (approved at Planning Committee in 2017)
is included in Appendix 5. For clarity it would be helpful if an extra column was added to
explain the latest status of the schemes listed, particularly identifying what elements have
already been implemented.

Kingsdown

A total of 1,847 homes are identified in Kingsdown sites, with 170 being from new
allocations. Adjacent to the strategic Kingsdown allocation boundary there are four other
‘additional new’ allocations identified, which include site references 18-029, 18-030, 18-031
and 18-032. These amount to an additional 345 homes at this location. Whilst not technically
within the Kingsdown allocation, the travel demand characteristics of these sites, and
pressure on the SRN, will be the same as the strategic allocation.

As recognised in the Swindon Regulation 18 IDP (August 2025), it has already been
identified, and committed in policy, that growth in and around the A419 Blunsdon junction
will require improvements to mitigate otherwise unacceptable impacts on the SRN. A
package of measures — including an overbridge of the A419 — has already been identified
as necessary for the strategic site at Kingsdown. In respect of live speculative applications
at Blunsdon, improvements on the B4534 Lady Lane have been identified as necessary to
allow a limited amount of additional development to come forward in advance of the full
Kingsdown package of measures.
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Development management decisions in this location are challenging due to
uncertainty/potential delays associated with the identified Kingsdown mitigation. Whilst
some improvements have been identified to unlock a limited amount of growth we
encourage the LPA to consider the delivery strategy at this site to ensure strategic
infrastructure is delivered in a timely way to enable development in this location.

Similar to the NEV strategic growth location, the Kingsdown site is adjacent to the A4109.
Previous comments relating to noise and asset implications are therefore equally relevant.

Wichelstowe

The Wichelstowe allocation proposes to carry forward 1,620 homes from the Local Plan
2026.

National Highways has worked with the relevant highway authorities and developers to bring
forward improvements at M4 J16. A southern connection from the site towards the B4005
and M4 J16 is constructed but yet to be opened to traffic.

National Highways are reviewing evidence for the Wiltshire Local Plan, which considers
pressures at M4 J16. In carrying out this work we have liaised with Swindon Borough Council
regarding transport assumptions for Wichelstowe. We would welcome further discussion
with the LPA to consider how local plan policy can maximise sustainable transport modes
at this location whilst also managing impacts on the SRN, to ensure the SRN is used
appropriately to facilitate long-distance trips. We anticipate this matter will be further
discussed and addressed through our joint work on the transport evidence needed to
support the Local Plan 2043.

Similar to the NEV strategic growth location, this site is adjacent to the M4. As previously
stated, our comments relating to noise and asset implications are equally relevant.

East Wroughton

The emerging Local Plan identifies 1,031 homes at East Wroughton, within sites that are all
new allocations.

This growth is to the south of the M4 and to the east of the existing large village of
Wroughton, with access to Swindon facilitated by the A4361 using the LRN. The implications
of growth in this location will need to be considered in the supporting transport evidence,
however we recognise the impacts on the SRN will be more dispersed than other strategic
growth locations.
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North Tadpole

North Tadpole is identified to bring forward 513 new homes over the plan period. This is
provided within a single new site allocation. Development has occurred in this broad location
previously, through the Tadpole Farm allocation.

National Highways will need further information regarding the proposed access strategy for
this allocation to enable us to advise the LPA regarding its likely acceptability. We note that
a potential new junction on the A419 is mentioned in the ‘“Transport Vision Paper: draft 2025’
relating to the Tadpole cluster. It should be noted that the policy for new connections on the
SRN is provided by DfT Circular 01/22, which states:

“New connections (for example, new junctions or direct accesses) on the SRN lead
to more weaving and turning manoeuvres, which in turn create additional risk to safety
and reduce the reliability and efficiency of journeys, resulting in a negative impact on
overall national economic activity and performance.

On this basis the principle of creating new connections on the SRN should be
identified at the plan-making stage in circumstances where an assessment of the
potential impacts on the SRN can be considered alongside whether such new
infrastructure is essential for the delivery of strategic growth. Moreover, the company
will need to be satisfied that all reasonable options to deliver modal shift, promote
walking, wheeling and cycling, public transport and shared travel to assist in reducing
car dependency, and locate development in areas of high accessibility by sustainable
transport modes (or areas that can be made more accessible) have been exhausted
before considering options for new connections to the SRN. There may also be limited
opportunity for new connections to be considered as part of public funding
programmes to support new development, although necessary infrastructure in up-
to-date plans and strategies should be favoured in such instances”.

Further discussion on this matter is required. Growth at the adjacent Tadpole Farm was
required to provide improvements at A419 Blunsdon junction, a location still operating under
constraint with various development pressures. It is anticipated that similar issues will be
experienced with this allocation and some level of mitigation may well be required.

Transport evidence will need to clarify the proposed access strategy for this site and
demonstrate how it can be brought forward in compliance with DMRB requirements and
without adverse safety impacts on the SRN.

We note the North Tadpole allocation includes land within National Highways ownership
(outside the red site boundary). If the LPA require further information regarding this they

should contact G
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Similar to the NEV strategic growth location, this site is adjacent to the A419. Previous
comments relating to noise and asset implications are equally relevant.

Urban Regeneration Areas

Marlowe Avenue and Pipers Way are identified as urban regeneration areas supplying 1,820
homes. These are new site allocations within the urban area of Swindon. We anticipate
these sites will be included in transport evidence to support an understanding of the
cumulative impact of the Local Plan proposals on the SRN.

Other new site allocations

Nine other sites are identified for allocation. Four of these have been considered under the
Kingsdown strategic growth location. The remainder amount to 339 homes.

Sites 18-033, 18-034, 18-035 and 18-036 are all within the urban area of Swindon and, like
the regeneration areas, their impact should be accounted for within transport evidence. Site
reference 18-028 is within the market town of Highworth, allocating 53 homes. The location
and scale of this development is not considered to be a strategic concern for National
Highways.

Economic Growth

The location of employment sites is as important to National Highways as the location of
housing sites, as employment development often contributes significantly to peak hour
traffic. There can be challenges in accommodating high levels of trip demand on the SRN,
which may only exist for limited periods of the day. The attraction to business of locating in
highly accessible locations is recognised, and we are aware that many businesses would
like to be located close to the SRN.

The emerging plan provides for a net increase of 640,000sgm of industrial floorspace and
72,000sgm of office space over the plan period. Large office developments are directed
towards Swindon town centre and the NEV growth/transit corridor. A number of industrial
locations are identified on the policy map, and it is considered that a significant portion of
the industrial growth can be accommodated at Panatonni Park. Mitigation at the Rat Trap
junction and contributions to wider transport elements on the A419 were identified as part of
the planning consent for Panatonni Park. We understand these are progressing, however
we would expect the local plan to reflect these infrastructure requirements if it is assumed
that the Panatonni Park site will be delivering local plan employment needs.
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We look forward to further work on the local plan transport evidence base to identify the
impact of the economic aspirations of the plan and how this can be accommodated, which
will enable us to interpret potential impact on the SRN.

Well-Connected Swindon

A chapter of the emerging plan is devoted to ensuring transport links are provided to ensure
a well-connected and healthy Swindon, recognising that transport is one of the key building
blocks for economic and sustainable development. A more detailed strategic Transport
Impact Assessment is proposed to support the Regulation 19 version of the plan. We
welcome the LPA’s recognition of the need to work closely with National Highways in the
development of Swindon’s transport assessment and strategy.

National Highways support the policy drafting of SP5 to take a ‘vision-led’ approach to
transport, seeking to deliver sites with a transport approach that reduces or eliminates the
need to travel by car, which should reduce demand on the LRN and SRN, and thus maintain
a safe and efficient transport network.

It is identified that additional rail and freight hubs will be explored, at ‘Swindon Parkway
Station East of Swindon/South Marston’ and ‘Royal Wootton Bassett / South Swindon’. Such
proposals will alter demand on the SRN and we request to be a partner in any feasibility
testing/business case development to ensure potential impacts on the M4 and A419 are fully
understood. Land is also proposed to be safeguarded for long-term aspirations for ralil
freight.

Policy ST2 proposes the installation of mobility hubs or park and ride infrastructure at
strategic sites post 2035, identifying M4 J16 as a potential location. Any such proposal
needs to be fully considered, with implications quantified in transport evidence to ensure the
success of the proposal and that the safety and function of the SRN is not compromised.

The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (2022) is included in this section of the
emerging local plan. We suggest that as the infrastructure components of the emerging local
plan mature this should be updated to reflect all schemes needed to support the local plan
transport vision; for instance we note that the Great Stall Bridge and Kingsdown Bridge are
not currently included within this plan.

We look forward to discussing the details of the transport vision for Swindon and transport
evidence in more detail in the coming months to ensure findings are available to inform the
Regulation 19 version of the plan.
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Environmental Sustainability

It is noted that the plan includes policies and proposals to achieve a ‘Greener Swindon’.
National Highways acknowledges that taken as a whole, transport is the single biggest
carbon emitter in the UK, with road transport forming the majority share. Working together
we need to ensure that transport enables economic activity in an environmentally
responsible and sustainable way. National Highways’ approach to planning is shaped by our
corporate commitments to net zero, which aims to eliminate corporate carbon emissions by
2030, maintenance and construction carbon emissions by 2040 and road user carbon
emissions by 2050.

Delivery and Implementation

National Highways agree with the plan text which identifies that relevant infrastructure is
required to unlock growth and underpin sustainable development. We look forward to
working with the LPA in developing infrastructure requirements that will inform site
proformas for the Regulation 19 version of the plan — to ensure SRN interests are
appropriately captured.

We endorse policy D1 which prioritises the delivery of road and transport infrastructure to
unlock sustainable growth above other infrastructure requirements. National Highways will
be unable to support growth that has a safety implication on the SRN and is not appropriately
mitigated.

We flag that the timing of infrastructure should keep pace with development growth, and in
some situations may be required to unlock further growth. In some locations on the SRN
surrounding Swindon we are in a position where we require highway infrastructure
improvements to unlock any further growth. With regards to sustainable transport
improvements, early delivery will support the uptake of sustainable transport mode use. We
encourage SBC to consider this further in their delivery strategy for the emerging Local Plan.

Transport Vision Paper: Draft 2025

National Highways endorse the work undertaken to commence development of a transport
vision for Swindon, which will enable the Local Plan to contain the appropriate policy
commitments to facilitate sustainable development.

We note that issues associated with the A419 towards north Swindon, and cumulative
pressures at M4 Junction 16 to the south are recognised. Comments associated with the
potential new junction on the A419 for the Tadpole cluster are provided above, under the
‘North Tadpole’ subheading.
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We anticipate that through the identified workstream of transport modelling and the
development of a transport evidence base, the implication of the emerging Local Plan
proposals on the SRN will be quantified. This will enable us to provide more detailed advice
regarding acceptability and necessary infrastructure required to facilitate the development
proposals. We look forward to working on this workstream together to inform the Regulation
19 version of the Local Plan 2043.

Infrastructure Delivery Plan Report (Regulation 18)

SBC have commissioned AECOM to produce an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) for which
National Highways have been contacted for contribution. We note our input has been
documented in this first draft of an IDP. We commend the progress made on this workstream
and look forward to contributing further once the transport evidence base and associated
Transport Impact Assessment workstream develops. Whilst the IDP currently seeks to
identify the impacts of specific allocations on specific SRN components we would also stress
that the local plan assessment work will also need to identify if cumulative impacts are an
issue needing to be addressed.

The draft IDP identifies issues associated with freight at and around Swindon. We welcome
ongoing discussion regarding approaches proposed by the LPA to address this matter.

National Highways endorse the prioritisation of infrastructure topics, which recognises that
highways and public transport are Category A, needed to unlock development. As identified
earlier in this correspondence, the Swindon authority area has SRN pressures which could
inhibit the delivery of further development growth without mitigation.

It is identified that National Highways is a potential funding source for highways
improvements in Swindon. The Roads Investment Strategy (RIS) programme is the
Government’s primary means of investing significantly in the SRN. This provides 5-year
programmes of funding to enable National Highways to operate, maintain and enhance the
SRN in the context of the key priorities set out in each RIS. Whilst each RIS cycle invests
significantly in the SRN it is unable to fund all required mitigation to support development.

The next RIS (2026-2031) is currently published in draft form, with a final version due to be
issued no later than March 2026. Whilst investment plans are yet to be clarified, we are
aware that an increased emphasis will be placed on maintenance and renewal schemes.

To effectively discuss SRN cross border issues, we would welcome Wiltshire Council being
added to the Stakeholder Engagement List, relating to the sub-category of ‘roads’.

We look forward to working with SBC and AECOM in the next iteration of the Infrastructure
Project Schedule, informed by the Transport Impact Assessment, to ensure SRN related
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schemes are identified with appropriate costs assigned — this will inform the viability and
deliverability of the proposed sites.

Summary

We trust the above comments are helpful in shaping the next draft of the Swindon Local
Plan 2043. We anticipate before the Regulation 19 plan is prepared that a comprehensive
transport evidence base will be forthcoming on the emerging plan’s impacts on the highway
and transport network. On review of this information, we will be able to further advise
regarding SRN requirements for plan policies and supporting evidence documents. We look
forward to engaging further with the Council and their consultants as the plan and transport
evidence base develops.

If you require further clarification regarding this response, please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Yours faithfully,

Eleanor Ward
South West Operations — Spatial Planning Team
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Q12.Please set out your comments below. Please be as precise as possible.

This  section references the following documents —1. 08.01_Landscape_sensitivity_assessment-2.pdf 2.
06.01_Green_infrastructure_strategy 2024 _Part1.pdf 3. 083.04_Strategic_Housing_and_Economic_Land_Avai.pdf S0488
and S0488b — Highworth Old Golf Course We are pleased that Highworth’s old golf course is not included within this Local
Plan for housing development, and that the site is mentioned in the “01.02 Policies map Borough” as "Open Space". The
bottom section — S0488 This section is designated as ‘red’ on the “Landscape Assessment Document” meaning it is a
sensitive landscape site which holds recreational value. The top section - S0488b This section is not designated ‘red’ on the
“Landscape Assessment Document”, which under planning regulations, does not afford it the protection we seek. Only
"Local Green Space", as sought by Highworth Town Council in their Draft Neighbourhood Plan 2, would provide that
protection. This top section actually provides greater recreational value, due to its accessibility from the Town Centre (easy
flat walking distance), along with how popular this part of the site is to Borough residents. S0488 and S0448b is special to
Highworth and Borough residents, because — S0488b — Top northern section 1. The land includes a flat, well-drained top
section that is easily accessible for those who are less mobile, and is also suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 2. The
land lies within easy walking distance of Highworth town centre. By contrast, site S0488 occupies the lower, more distant
section, which may be less accessible for some people 3. Highworth Town Council, working with a group of local residents,
has submitted a proposal to transform the entire site into a Nature Park. The plan includes a nature-themed café, making
use of the former golf shop building, as well as a natural burial ground. This scheme demonstrates how the site could
generate income for the Borough while delivering significant community and environmental benefits. 4. This is the only piece
of publicly owned accessible land that can be used for a nature park within the Borough. 5. The panoramic views stretching
across to the Marlborough and Wessex Downs are a unique feature of this publicly accessible land, with no other spot in
Highworth offering a similar outlook. 6. Housing on this site would irreversibly damage the lovely views of the medieval town
for people approaching Highworth. 7. Since SBC allowed the public golf course to close in 2019, the site has seen a huge
increase in people using it for their daily exercise, mental health and wellbeing. It has been recorded that on average,
around 500 people use the old golf course every day for their exercise. 8. A petition of local residents in 2022 received 4540
signatures, not to build on the old golf course. The campaign to save Highworth’s old golf course also has a Facebook page
of over 1600 members. 9. Highworth’s setting as an ancient hilltop town would be destroyed if any housing were to be
allowed on S0488b and S0488 10. The New Local Plan only shows one site for development off Lechlade Road (Reg 18
Site Allocation 18-030), which gives a skewed picture of the sizable developments that are planned, recently completed, or
under consideration for Highworth. 11. The same site was withdrawn from the previous SBC Draft Local Plan in 2021, due
to public pressure. A record number of resident responses were made to the local Plan at that time, for this site. For
example, the 03.04 Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment_annex 1 map.pdf shows the following
developments likely or underway for Highworth —+ S0482 David Wilson Homes - 237 houses * S0109 Land adjacent to Aldi
— 90 houses and a care home « S0293 Land west of Lechlade road — 40 houses « S0042 Land west of Lechlade road — 53
houses ¢ S0547 Land at Hampton Hill — 99 houses « S0467 Land east of Rounds Hill Mead — 250 houses *see note 1 below
+ S0518 Land at Twelve Oaks Golf Course — unknown *see note 2 below In addition to the above, the following is also not
shown on the same document above, all of which are planned, under construction, under consideration or completed in
recent years. « NEW Land at Shrivenham Road 43 (see note 3 below) « Backhouse Phase 1 Swindon Road (completed
2024) — 67 houses ¢ Backhouse Phase 2 Swindon Road — (Currently under construction) — 43 houses ¢ RagView —
Shrivenham Road — Built by Persimmon Homes 2019 — 50 homes The scale of these developments is excessive for the
small ancient hill top town of Highworth. This New Local Plan regulation 18 document is also misleading in terms of the
number of new houses likely for Highworth, which should be corrected. Note 1 — An active planning application is open for
the S0467 Round Hills Mead site (S/OUT/25/0664 - Outline application for the erection of up to 250 dwellings (including
affordable homes), points of connection of access roads from A361)). Site S0467 is shown on the SHELA Assessment Map
mentioned above as ‘Not suitable’, but still progressing through the planning system. Note 2 — Land Agents presenting the
S0467 proposed development to Highworth Town Council earlier this year, suggested that this development and S0518
could be developed together, under the heading of ‘North Highworth’. Note 3 - land at 30 Shrivenham Road, Highworth, SN6
7BZ. McCarthy Stone presented to Highworth Town Council a few months ago their proposed specialist retirement
development, exclusively for those aged over 60, together with indoor communal facilities, high quality landscaped gardens
and on-site car parking. Although a formal planning application has not yet been submitted (likely soon), this development

consists of approximately 46 one and two bedroom apartments.



Q13.Please set out the changes you consider are needed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested

revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

S0488b — Highworth Old Golf Course 1. For this site, please update the ‘01.02 Policies Map Borough’ to designate it as
Local Green Space, in line with the forthcoming Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2, which is about to enter Regulation 16 (on
4th October), and as part of the area’s green infrastructure. 2. Please update the Landscape Assessment Document to
classify site S0488b as ‘red’ (unsuitable for development), consistent with the designation already applied to site S0488.

This appears to have been an oversight.



Respondent No: 287 ]

Q1. Title not answered

Q2. First Name Laura

Q3. Last Name Cutter

Q4. Job Title (where relevant) Deputy Clerk

Q5. Organisation (where relevant) Haydon Wick Parish Council

Q12.Please set out your comments below. Please be as precise as possible.

SBC admin note: Please see attached response.

Q13.Please set out the changes you consider are needed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested

revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

not answered



Haydon Wick Parish Council

Consultation Response to the Draft Swindon
Borough Council Local Plan 2023-2043

1. Local Vision Statement

The Parish Council’s vision is to maintain a balance between urban development and
green space, ensuring Haydon Wick ward and Priory Vale ward remain well
connected, liveable and resilient communities. New developments across Swindon
should not lead to increased congestion, surface water flooding or environmental
pressure on this area.

Growth must bring with it the infrastructure, flood alleviation measures and community
investment needed to sustain a good quality of life. This includes protecting and
enhancing local assets such as Mouldon Hill Country Park, Seven Fields Nature
Reserve, Clifford’s/Haydon Meadow.

This vision supports Swindon Borough Council’s wider objectives but places emphasis
on shared responsibility for infrastructure delivery and environmental protection.
Growth must not come at the expense of existing communities.

Positive elements:

» Recognises the value of balanced urban and green environments

» Supports borough housing needs while protecting local character

« Identifies specific community assets for protection

Negative elements:

« Current plan places pressure on existing communities

* Infrastructure and flood mitigation not guaranteed

* Risk of loss of local environmental quality



2. Spatial Strategy and Growth Areas

The parish is directly affected by growth at Tadpole, Kingsdown and Blunsdon. These
developments increase traffic, place pressure on drainage systems and risk
fragmenting ecological corridors. While new homes are needed, infrastructure must
come first.

These sites will generate additional demand on Thamesdown Drive, Cold Harbour
Junction and the A419, which are already operating at capacity. They also impact
water catchments linked to River Ray and Haydon Brook, increasing flood risk
downstream.

Growth can bring opportunities. New residents strengthen the local economy, support
shops and services and help create a more vibrant community. Without matching
investment in transport, flood mitigation and green space, these benefits will be
outweighed by pressure on existing infrastructure.

Positive elements:

» Acknowledges housing need and economic contribution of growth

» Recognises strategic locations of Tadpole, Kingsdown and Blunsdon

» Opportunity to align infrastructure investment with new development

Negative elements:

* No funded infrastructure to support these allocations

* Increased congestion and flood risk

* Biodiversity and green corridors under pressure

« Cumulative impacts not addressed in the plan

3. Design Quality, Character and Heritage

New developments must learn from past mistakes. Car ownership remains the
dominant form of transport in North Swindon. Inadequate parking provision in earlier
developments has led to unsafe parking, blocked pavements and frustration for
residents.

Future design must acknowledge current behaviour and provide sufficient parking,
safe walking routes and appropriate landscaping. This is essential for liveability.



The heritage and identity of the parish are shaped by Mouldon Hill Country Park and
the Swindon and Cricklade Railway, which provide a strong local sense of place.
These assets should be considered when planning nearby growth.

Positive elements:

» Acknowledges importance of practical design standards

* Recognises value of local heritage assets

» Supports better landscaping and integration

Negative elements:

+ Earlier developments failed to meet parking demand

* Poor integration with heritage and green assets

* Design policy remains too general

4. Housing Mix and Affordability

The parish has seen rapid housing growth dominated by similar housing types,
creating limited choice for different age groups and income levels. Affordable housing
remains a concern, with many residents priced out of the area they grew up in.

The plan should provide a better mix of homes, including affordable starter homes,
accessible properties for older residents and housing that meets the needs of a
changing population.

Rapid growth has outpaced the delivery of infrastructure, placing strain on roads,
schools and community facilities. Future housing must be balanced with service
provision and environmental protection.

Positive elements:

* Recognises housing diversity as a priority

» Highlights affordability challenges

* Links housing growth to infrastructure capacity

Negative elements:

* Lack of variety in housing stock

» Limited affordable and accessible housing



* Infrastructure has not kept pace with development

5. Infrastructure and Phasing

The Local Plan recognises the need to align infrastructure with housing growth.
References to Thamesdown Drive, Lady Lane, active travel and bus services show
awareness of where key pressure points exist.

The Infrastructure Delivery Plan is incomplete and unfunded for northern schemes.
There is no clear commitment to extend Thamesdown Drive to Great Western Way.
This missing link is one of the most critical infrastructure gaps in Swindon. Cold
Harbour Junction is a long-standing bottleneck with no allocated funding. Tadpole
Garden Village and Burcot Farm will add pressure to the A419, but the plan contains
no access improvements to match.

Fibre broadband was retrofitted in Priory Vale years after homes were occupied.
Pavements were dug up repeatedly, causing damage and shortening their lifespan.
Utilities and transport must be installed from the outset, not as afterthoughts.
Positive elements:

* Recognises Thamesdown Drive and key travel corridors

» Mentions active travel and bus service improvements

* Aligns with TR1, TR2 and IN2 on sustainable infrastructure

» Acknowledges infrastructure must accompany growth

Negative elements:

* Infrastructure plan incomplete and unfunded for northern schemes

* No Thamesdown Drive extension to Great Western Way

* No Cold Harbour Junction upgrade

* No A419 access improvements for Tadpole and Burcot Farm

* No phasing triggers tied to occupation

* Pavement damage due to late broadband installation

* No strategic funding for northern routes

* Allocations near Kingsdown and Blunsdon lack infrastructure plan



6. Biodiversity, Nature Recovery and Green Space

Policies CSE8, EN1 and EN2 provide a framework for biodiversity net gain and green
infrastructure. Recognition of Mouldon Hill Country Park as a strategic site is welcome.

The plan fails to protect many other valued local spaces. These must be explicitly
named and safeguarded:

* Mouldon Hill Country Park as a major biodiversity asset

» Clifford’s Meadow and Haydon Meadow as nationally important wildlife sites
» Seven Fields Nature Reserve as a key ecological and community space

« All parish managed open spaces and play areas

* Goodearl, Rose Walk and Ventnor Close allotments as key food resilience and
biodiversity sites

Biodiversity net gain must be delivered locally. Off-site delivery denies communities
environmental benefits. Ecological corridors between Tadpole Field, Seven Fields,
Mouldon Hill and Clifford’s Meadow must be mapped and protected.

Positive elements:

» CSES biodiversity net gain target

* EN1 and EN2 link green space, health and climate

* Mouldon Hill strategic recognition

» Borough canopy target aligned with Great Western Community Forest

Negative elements:

» Clifford’s Meadow, Seven Fields and allotments not mapped or protected

» Off-site biodiversity net gain allowed

* No ecological corridor mapping

* No parish canopy reporting

* Allotments not protected

* Habitat fragmentation risk

* No biodiversity monitoring at parish level



7. Climate Resilience and Surface Water Flooding

Flooding affects Haydon End, Oakhurst, Abbey Meads and Tadpole Garden Village.
ENG6, EN1 and EN2 set objectives but lack enforceable standards. The evidence is
outdated and does not reflect repeated flood events since 2016.

Hotspots such as Thames Avenue, Queen Elizabeth Drive and Tadpole Lane have
experienced repeated failures. Abbey Meads floods after storms. These are not
mapped or prioritised for action.

SuDS are inconsistent. In Tadpole Garden Village, basins were left unadopted and
poorly maintained. Developers have used underground tanks instead of natural
infiltration. Older estates rely on traditional drainage. Without clear standards and
adoption frameworks, SuDS will not be reliable.

There are no measurable standards for permeable surfaces, canopy cover or shading.
Mouldon Hill is isolated from surrounding areas and tree planting commitments have
been scaled back. Green corridors are fragmented.

No SuDS register exists. Responsibility is split between developers, management
companies and the Borough Council. Growth at Kingsdown and NEV will increase
pressure on River Ray and Haydon Brook. Policy IN2 covers potable and foul water
but not surface water capacity.

The evidence base predates major flood events and monitoring has not been
published.

Positive elements:

* EN6, EN1 and EN2 provide a base framework
 Green infrastructure recognised as part of the solution
» Mouldon Hill identified as a strategic green site
Negative elements:

+ Outdated flood risk evidence

 Hotspots not identified or prioritised

* Weak SuDS standards

* No adoption framework

* No measurable design standards

» No borough surface water strategy



* Cumulative impacts unaddressed
* Green commitments delayed
* No SuDS register

» Fragmented responsibility

8. Air Quality, Noise and Pollution

Traffic is the primary source of air and noise pollution in Haydon Wick and Priory Vale.
Pressure on Thamesdown Drive, Lady Lane and the A419 affects homes, schools and
green spaces.

The plan should include commitments to ongoing monitoring and improvement. Tree
planting, EV charging, active travel routes and low emission infrastructure can mitigate
harm. Air quality improvements must be sustained over time.

Positive elements:

» Recognises traffic pressures

* Encourages investment in cleaner transport

» Supports environmental improvements

Negative elements:

* No specific commitments in the plan

* Monitoring arrangements unclear

* Air and noise quality likely to worsen without action

9. Fair Funding and Delivery

Section 106 and CIL obligations have often been reduced through viability claims,
shifting maintenance of parks, allotments and bins to parish taxpayers.

Leisure facilities must be treated as essential infrastructure. Funding should be linked
to growth.

Developer bonds would ensure infrastructure delivery. If not delivered, funds can be
used by the Borough or parish to complete works. This strengthens IN2 and increases
accountability.



Positive elements:

» Growth linked to funding mechanisms

» Recognises importance of leisure infrastructure
» Developer bonds offer delivery security
Negative elements:

* Current funding unreliable

* Costs shifted to parishes

* Leisure not linked to growth

* No bond mechanism

* Viability undermines delivery

10. Community ldentity, Education, Service and
Leisure Protection
Haydon Wick and Priory Vale are under sustained pressure on services. Schools such

as Haydonleigh, Greenmeadow and Orchid Vale expanded rapidly after housing
growth. This relied on temporary buildings and overstretched older facilities.

The plan does not safeguard land for future education. Secondary provision is limited.
Growth at Kingsdown, Blunsdon and Tadpole will increase pressure.



Leisure facilities are central to community life. Sports halls, community centres and
play areas support health and connection. Without growth linked standards, service
gaps will widen.

Positive elements:

* Recognises service pressure

* Highlights education and leisure importance

* Opportunity to link provision to growth

Negative elements:

* Pressures ignored

* No safeguarded education land

* No leisure provision targets

» Catchment pressure will increase

* No alignment between growth and services

11. Employment, Skills and Digital Infrastructure

A strong Local Plan must support livelihoods, learning and connectivity. EC1 to EC3
and IN3 set objectives but do not deliver for North Swindon.

Employment allocations are concentrated in the south and east. None are in North
Swindon. This forces commuting and worsens congestion on Thamesdown Drive and
the A419. Orbital Shopping Park provides mainly retail jobs.



Skills and training are not integrated. North Star College provides excellent technical
training in central Swindon but has no link to northern growth. Apprenticeship
opportunities are limited.

Digital infrastructure policy is outdated. Priory Vale was built without fibre broadband.
Tadpole Garden Village had inconsistent speeds. Taw Hill still has poor mobile
coverage. FTTP must be installed at build stage.

There is no provision for incubators or co-working hubs. SMEs and professionals must
operate elsewhere. This wastes opportunities for green tech and digital industries.

Positive elements:

* EC1 to EC3 set economic objectives

* IN3 recognises digital infrastructure

* Potential to link skills and growth

Negative elements:

* No employment land allocations in the north
« Commuter pressure on key routes

* Fibre broadband not required at build stage
» Skills policy underdeveloped

* No incubator or co-working provision

* Poor digital coverage in some areas

» Outdated evidence base

12. Open Space Policy Links (HL2—-HL3)

Mouldon Hill, Seven Fields, Clifford’s Meadow, Haydon Meadow, allotments and
parish-managed play areas are central to community identity. These spaces should
fall under HL2 and HL3 protection.

A presumption should be introduced against their loss or reallocation unless agreed
with the parish and replaced with land of equal or greater value. Biodiversity net gain
should be tied directly to these sites, ensuring growth strengthens rather than weakens
the parish environment.



Positive elements:

* Clear alignment with HL2 and HL3

* Protects community and biodiversity assets

» Encourages local delivery of biodiversity gain
Negative elements:

* Current plan does not provide HL2—-HL3 designation
» Smaller green spaces remain vulnerable

* No local enforcement mechanism

13. Monitoring and Accountability

Monitoring must be transparent. Borough wide indicators mask local problems.
Parish level reporting would give residents clarity and ensure accountability.

Developer bonds tied to milestones would improve delivery. Without this, past
failures will be repeated.

Positive elements:

* Monitoring framework exists



* Indicators create a baseline
Negative elements:

» Borough wide data hides local issues
* No parish level reporting

* No consequences for failure

» Weak accountability

14. Town Centre

The Local Plan’s commitment to regeneration, heritage protection and improved
transport is welcome.

Turnpike Junction remains outdated with no clear upgrade plan. Non central retail
hubs such as Orbital Shopping Park are overlooked despite their importance to North
Swindon.

The plan mentions additional railway stations but provides no delivery plan. Improved
rail access could ease congestion.



Reopening of Oasis Leisure Centre would support regeneration and strengthen local
leisure.

Positive elements:

« Commitment to regeneration

* Heritage protection included

* Transport connections identified

» Oasis reopening offers opportunity
Negative elements:

* No delivery clarity or funding

* Turnpike Junction ignored

* Retail hubs overlooked

* Rail opportunity missed

* No parish involvement

15. Partnership with Parish Councils

Parish councils maintain open spaces, allotments and facilities that shape local life.
They understand local needs.

The draft plan does not reflect their role. There is no structured involvement in
infrastructure, biodiversity monitoring or flood risk planning. This weakens
accountability and wastes capacity.

Positive elements:



« Parish councils hold local knowledge

* Partnership would strengthen delivery

Negative elements:

* Parish role unrecognised

* No structured engagement

* No devolution of responsibilities

Top 10 Policy Asks

1.

Infrastructure First: deliver transport, utilities and digital connectivity before
homes are occupied

2. Extend Thamesdown Drive: commit funding to extend to Great Western Way
3.
4. Protect All Green Spaces: protect Mouldon Hill, Clifford’s Meadow, Haydon

Upgrade Key Junctions: prioritise Cold Harbour and A419 access

Meadow and Seven Fields. Protect all parish open spaces and play areas.
Protect Goodearl, Rose Walk and Ventnor Close allotments

Deliver Biodiversity Net Gain Locally: require delivery in or adjacent to affected
parishes

Developer Bonds and Fair Funding: reintroduce bonds to secure delivery



7. Leisure as Core Infrastructure: link leisure to population growth and protect
existing sites

8. Education and Community Services in Step with Growth: safeguard land and
address capacity

9. Employment and Digital Connectivity in the North: allocate employment land
and require FTTP at build stage

10.Formal Parish Role: embed parishes in infrastructure phasing, green space
protection and monitoring

Closing Statement

This submission sets out clear expectations for infrastructure delivery, green space
protection, biodiversity, climate resilience, economic balance and community identity.

Haydon Wick Parish Council is committed to working constructively with Swindon
Borough Council to ensure the Local Plan delivers real benefits for existing and future
residents.

This area has already experienced more than one wave of housing growth without the
matching infrastructure. The next plan must get it right. The community deserves
infrastructure, investment and protection that keeps pace with development.

Executive Summary

This submission sets out the position of Haydon Wick Parish Council on the Swindon
Borough Council Local Plan 2023-2043. The parish welcomes the ambition to plan for
Swindon’s future but believes that current proposals fall short of ensuring fair,
sustainable and balanced growth for North Swindon.

The parish comprises Haydon Wick ward and Priory Vale ward, which together have
already experienced significant housing growth without matching investment in
infrastructure. This has placed pressure on roads, health services, schools, green
spaces and digital connectivity.

There is strong community support for protecting valued local assets including
Mouldon Hill Country Park, Seven Fields Nature Reserve, Clifford’s Meadow, Haydon
Meadow, Goodearl allotments, Rose Walk allotments and Ventnor Close allotments.
The Local Plan must give these spaces explicit protection and ensure biodiversity net
gain is delivered locally, not traded away elsewhere.

Key infrastructure issues remain unresolved. These include the extension of
Thamesdown Drive to Great Western Way, urgent upgrades to Cold Harbour Junction,
improved A419 access for Tadpole and Burcot developments, and the installation of
digital infrastructure before occupation of new homes. Failure to address these issues
will deepen congestion, flood risk and inequality.

The parish calls for stronger policy on biodiversity, climate resilience, leisure provision,
community services, employment and digital connectivity. Developer bonds should be



reintroduced to secure delivery, and parish councils should be embedded as formal
partners in monitoring and implementation.

Top Policy Asks

1. Infrastructure first, with transport and utilities delivered before homes
2. Extension of Thamesdown Drive and upgrades to key junctions

3. Protection of all existing green spaces and allotments

4. Local delivery of biodiversity net gain

5. Developer bonds and fair funding for local services

6. Leisure and education provision linked to population growth

7. Investment in employment land and full-fibre broadband

8. Transparent, parish-level monitoring and accountability

9. Stronger climate resilience and flood alleviation commitments

10. Formal partnership with parish councils on delivery

North Swindon has already absorbed more than one wave of housing growth without
sufficient infrastructure. The next Local Plan must ensure that investment, protection
and delivery match the scale of development. A fair, sustainable and transparent plan
is essential to build trust and protect the future of our community.
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Q5. Organisation (where relevant) Aspire Tuition




Q12.Please set out your comments below. Please be as precise as possible.

This  section references the following documents —1. 08.01_Landscape_sensitivity_assessment-2.pdf 2.
06.01_Green_infrastructure_strategy 2024 _Part1.pdf 3. 03.04_Strategic_Housing_and_Economic_Land_Avai.pdf S0488
and S0488b — Highworth Old Golf Course We are pleased that Highworth’s old golf course is not included within this Local
Plan for housing development, and that the site is mentioned in the “01.02 Policies map Borough” as "Open Space". The
bottom section — S0488 This section is designated as ‘red’ on the “Landscape Assessment Document” meaning it is a
sensitive landscape site which holds recreational value. The top section - S0488b This section is not designated ‘red’ on the
“Landscape Assessment Document”, which under planning regulations, does not afford it the protection we seek. Only
"Local Green Space", as sought by Highworth Town Council in their Draft Neighbourhood Plan 2, would provide that
protection. This top section actually provides greater recreational value, due to its accessibility from the Town Centre (easy
flat walking distance), along with how popular this part of the site is to Borough residents. S0488 and S0448b is special to
Highworth and Borough residents, because — S0488b — Top northern section 1. The land includes a flat, well-drained top
section that is easily accessible for those who are less mobile, and is also suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 2. The
land lies within easy walking distance of Highworth town centre. By contrast, site S0488 occupies the lower, more distant
section, which may be less accessible for some people 3. Highworth Town Council, working with a group of local residents,
has submitted a proposal to transform the entire site into a Nature Park. The plan includes a nature-themed café, making
use of the former golf shop building, as well as a natural burial ground. This scheme demonstrates how the site could
generate income for the Borough while delivering significant community and environmental benefits. 4. This is the only piece
of publicly owned accessible land that can be used for a nature park within the Borough. 5. The panoramic views stretching
across to the Marlborough and Wessex Downs are a unique feature of this publicly accessible land, with no other spot in
Highworth offering a similar outlook. 6. Housing on this site would irreversibly damage the lovely views of the medieval town
for people approaching Highworth. 7. Since SBC allowed the public golf course to close in 2019, the site has seen a huge
increase in people using it for their daily exercise, mental health and wellbeing. It has been recorded that on average,
around 500 people use the old golf course every day for their exercise. 8. A petition of local residents in 2022 received 4540
signatures, not to build on the old golf course. The campaign to save Highworth’s old golf course also has a Facebook page
of over 1600 members. 9. Highworth’s setting as an ancient hilltop town would be destroyed if any housing were to be
allowed on S0488b and S0488 10. The New Local Plan only shows one site for development off Lechlade Road (Reg 18
Site Allocation 18-030), which gives a skewed picture of the sizable developments that are planned, recently completed, or
under consideration for Highworth. 11. The same site was withdrawn from the previous SBC Draft Local Plan in 2021, due
to public pressure. A record number of resident responses were made to the local Plan at that time, for this site. For
example, the 03.04 Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment_annex 1 map.pdf shows the following
developments likely or underway for Highworth —+ S0482 David Wilson Homes - 237 houses * S0109 Land adjacent to Aldi
— 90 houses and a care home « S0293 Land west of Lechlade road — 40 houses « S0042 Land west of Lechlade road — 53
houses ¢ S0547 Land at Hampton Hill — 99 houses « S0467 Land east of Rounds Hill Mead — 250 houses *see note 1 below
» S0518 Land at Twelve Oaks Golf Course — unknown *see note 2 below In addition to the above, the following is also not
shown on the same document above, all of which are planned, under construction, under consideration or completed in
recent years. « NEW Land at Shrivenham Road 43 (see note 3 below) « Backhouse Phase 1 Swindon Road (completed
2024) — 67 houses ¢ Backhouse Phase 2 Swindon Road — (Currently under construction) — 43 houses ¢ RagView —
Shrivenham Road — Built by Persimmon Homes 2019 — 50 homes The scale of these developments is excessive for the
small ancient hill top town of Highworth. This New Local Plan regulation 18 document is also misleading in terms of the
number of new houses likely for Highworth, which should be corrected. Note 1 — An active planning application is open for
the S0467 Round Hills Mead site (S/OUT/25/0664 - Outline application for the erection of up to 250 dwellings (including
affordable homes), points of connection of access roads from A361)). Site S0467 is shown on the SHELA Assessment Map
mentioned above as ‘Not suitable’, but still progressing through the planning system. Note 2 — Land Agents presenting the
S0467 proposed development to Highworth Town Council earlier this year, suggested that this development and S0518
could be developed together, under the heading of ‘North Highworth’. Note 3 - land at 30 Shrivenham Road, Highworth, SN6
7BZ. McCarthy Stone presented to Highworth Town Council a few months ago their proposed specialist retirement
development, exclusively for those aged over 60, together with indoor communal facilities, high quality landscaped gardens
and on-site car parking. Although a formal planning application has not yet been submitted (likely soon), this development

consists of approximately 46 one and two bedroom apartments.



Q13.Please set out the changes you consider are needed. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested

revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

S0488b