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GREEN STREETS AND GATEWAYS

Greening of the roads and gateways that surround and go through the Central Area would be 
transformative to the town centre that is currently severed from the surrounding areas by a busy ‘concrete 
collar’, unpleasant for pedestrians and cyclists with an inward looking, unwelcoming layout. Redesign 
of the ‘concrete collar’ to incorporate separate two way cycle paths, enhanced with rain gardens and 
planting strips and better, more frequent crossing points for pedestrians will humanise these roads and 
allow greatly improved permeability and legibility, welcoming and drawing people in to the town centre. 
Redesign of Commercial Road with tree planting, mini pocket parks and delineated parking (to prevent 
on pavement parking), cycle parking and separate cycle lane will enhance this independent shopping and 
eating street, allowing cafes and restaurants to use outside space for tables for customers. These routes 
can link up with key greenspaces such as Spring Gardens and the GWR Park. Connectivity, legibility and 
a sense of welcome and entrance can be enhanced by the creation of ‘green gateways’ at key locations- 
enhanced with planting, seating, signage and public art. 

Aims and objectives:
•	 Enhance walking and cycling access, safety and links across

central area, particularly address severance of ‘concrete 
collar’, making walking and cycling more pleasant and less 
stressful

•	 Link town centre with green spaces
•	 Create green corridors- increase tree planting and planting

areas
•	 Include SuDS such as raingardens to prevent flash flooding

and help clean water from roads
•	 Improve setting, surroundings and sense of welcome and

entrance/ arrival to town centre
•	 Improve air quality, health and wellbeing
•	 Bring wildlife into central urban area
•	 Boost businesses in town centre and area
Feasibility:
Cost: medium/ high
Permissions: Some may need planning, public engagement with 
businesses and residents
Potential funding: UK Gov. active travel grants; Section 106; CIL.
Maintenance costs: Medium. May reduce in some cases as re-
duce amount of bitmac road to maintain.
Delivery Timescale:
Could be phased over 0-10 years
Key projects/ sites include:
Roads:Commercial Road, Princes Street, Victoria Road, Faringdon 
Road, Great Western Way, North Star Avenue. Gateways: Regent 
Circus, Princes/ Beckhampton St, Princes St/ Fleming Way, 
Faringdon Rd roundabout, GW Way roundabout, GW Way/ 
Northstar Ave roundabout. 

Precedent projects:
Sheffield Grey to Green
Addressed similar problems- severance caused by 1960s highways 
infrastructure (several traffic lanes in city centre), need to re-connect shopping 
area to rest of city centre. Also addressed problem of severe flooding in the 
area in 2007. Project is SuDS scheme with attractive wildlife friendly planting, 
cycling and walking infrastructure.

Has led to 
regeneration of 
the area, increased 
footfall, office 
redevelopment, 
food and drink 
offer; improved 
biodiversity, much 
nicer walking and 
cycling. 

Orford Road, Walthamstow
Incorporates modal filters. Part of the Walthamstow 
‘Mini Holland’ scheme. Created space for outdoor 
seating. Led to regeneration of shops and cafes. Street 
greening with tree planting.
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Sankt Kjelds Square and Bryggervangen, Copenhagen
Created to withstand ‘cloudburst’ heavy down pours 
resulting from climate change. Combines recreational 
spaces, biodiversity and improved cycling infrastructure. A 
‘gateway’ feature.

Photo: Alastair Johnstone/ 
Climate Visuals

A: Great Western Way 
     and roundabouts
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C: Faringdon Road
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E: Commercial Road

F: Victoria Road (Green 
    Spine)

Figure 36: Central Area Key GI Project Locations: Green Streets and Gateways
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GREEN OPEN SPACES TO ENHANCE

The Central area has low levels of access to green space. Ferndale Road Open Space, GWR Park and Spring 
Gardens are the only existing open spaces (apart from the Oasis site which is being redeveloped). The 
GWR Park is an historic town park, leased to South Swindon Parish Council. It has received investment and 
some refurbishment in recent years as part of the Heritage Action Zone (HAZ). There are further plans to 
enhance it with a natural play trail and additional ornamental tree planting. Spring Gardens has undergone 
some initial improvements in recent years and it is hoped will receive more investment as funds become 
available through regeneration of the central area. Some biodiversity enhancements are planned. Public 
engagement revealed that local residents would like to see provision for play, exercise, wildflowers and 
seating. Ferndale Road Open Space is currently mainly grass, with a small play area, and has great potential 
for enhancement. This should include pedestrian and cycling links across the Great Western Way which 
currently severs residential areas to the north from the Central Area. It should also be tied in to plans for 
the development sites around North Star.   

Aims and objectives:
•	 Enhance multi-functionality of the green spaces for people- 

exercise and relaxation (inclusive and accessible for all 
residents including children, older people and people with 
disabilities);

•	 Enhance biodiversity in these green spaces for nature and for
the enjoyment of people, include interpretation;

•	 Enhance walking and cycling access, safety and links across
central area, making walking and cycling more pleasant and 
less stressful;

•	 Include SuDS such as raingardens if possible;
•	 Improve air quality, health and wellbeing;
•	 Boost businesses in town centre and area;
•	 Enhance appearance of parks.
Feasibility:
Cost: medium/ high
Permissions: Some may need planning, public engagement with 
businesses and residents
Potential funding: UK Government future play area grants; 
Section 106; CIL, BNG, Trees for Climate, Lottery grants, Sports 
England grants.
Maintenance costs: Medium/ Low.
Delivery Timescale:
Could be phased over 0-10 years
Key projects/ sites include:
GWR Park
Ferndale Road Open Space
Spring Gardens.
Maintenance:
Parish Councils with help from BNG and TfC monies.

Precedent projects:
Claremont Park, Brent Cross, London
Unique play area set within exciting landscape of trees, mounding, planting and 
boulders, suitable for wide range of children. Basketball and play for teenagers 
and young people. Path network. Incorporates natural elements, planting and 
trees. Picnic tables and plenty of benches.

West Gorton Park, Manchester
Natural timber play equipment set within landscaped 
park with wildflowers, buff coloured paths, boulders and 
logs and timber benches. Incorporates SuDs (‘sponge 
park’). Equipment for all ages. Accessible paths, seating 
and picnic benches. 

Sydney Gardens, Bath
Historic town park. Play area, basketball, table tennis, set 
within natural landscape and buff paths. Accessible and 
inclusive with elements for range of ages and abilities, in 
keeping with historic park.

Photo: Duncan 
and Grove

A: Ferndale Road Open  
     Space

B: GWR Park

C: Spring Gardens

Figure 37: Central Area Key GI Project Locations: Green Open Spaces to Enhance
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POTENTIAL GREEN SPACES

The Central area has low levels of access to green space. Development sites within the Central Area should 
include green spaces and squares, applying Urban Greening Factor (UGF). This will help to ensure new 
areas are pleasant places for people to be in, are climate resilient, biodiverse and good for health and 
wellbeing. New green spaces will contribute significantly to greening of the town centre and wider Central 
Area. New green spaces can incorporate play, for the benefit of the new residents within the town centre 
in response to an increase in residential dwellings within the area, and to increase the leisure offer of the 
town centre, making it more attractive and increasing dwell time. 

Aims and objectives:
•	 Address the deficit of green space within the Central Area;
•	 Enhance biodiversity in these green spaces for nature and for

the enjoyment of people, include interpretation;
•	 Enhance the climate resilience of the area;
•	 Include SuDS such as raingardens if possible to prevent flash

flooding and help clean water from roads;
•	 Improve air quality, health and wellbeing;
•	 Boost businesses in town centre and area;
•	 Enhance appearance and livability of Central Area.
Feasibility:
Cost: medium/ high
Permissions: Some may need planning, public engagement with 
businesses and residents
Potential funding: UK Government future play area grants; 
Section 106; CIL, BNG, Trees for Climate, Lottery grants, Sports 
England grants.
Maintenance costs: Medium/ Low.
Delivery Timescale:
Could be phased over 0-10 years
Key projects/ sites include:
Claire’s site
Oasis site
Kimmerfields site
Granville Street Carpark
Wyvern Theatre
Maintenance:
Town centre maintenance team

Precedent projects:
Pound's Park, Sheffield
A city centre park on a former fire station site, this centrally located park 
provides a range of experiences with play at its heart - helping to attract 
families into the city centre and encouraging them to enjoy the city for 
longer periods.

Peace Gardens, Sheffield
City centre park and events space. Water- fountains, 
suitable for play. Formal, high quality materials, timeless 
(built in 1990s, still contemporary), well maintained 
planting and trees, and always a popular  space.

Broadmarsh Green Heart, Nottingham
A new city centre park alongside mixed use 
regeneration. SuDs ponds, wildlife enhancements, 
seating, new paths, tree planting. 

A: Claire’s site open space

B: Oasis site open space

C: Kimmerfields site open  
     space

D: Granville Street Carpark

E: Wyvern Theatre

Figure 38: Central Area Key GI Project Locations: Proposed Green Spaces within Development Areas
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	Pound's Park, SheffieldA city centre park on a former fire station site, this centrally located park provides a range of experiences with play at its heart - helping to attract families into the city centre and encouraging them to enjoy the city for longer periods.
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	Peace Gardens, SheffieldCity centre park and events space. Water- fountains, suitable for play. Formal, high quality materials, timeless (built in 1990s, still contemporary), well maintained planting and trees, and always a popular  space.
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	Broadmarsh Green Heart, NottinghamA new city centre park alongside mixed use regeneration. SuDs ponds, wildlife enhancements, seating, new paths, tree planting. 
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	Accessible greenspace: A greenspace that is provided for public access or that the public would expect to be able to access, or one over which there is a right to access. They are available to all, free to enter and open most of the time (although may be closed overnight).
	Accessible greenspace: A greenspace that is provided for public access or that the public would expect to be able to access, or one over which there is a right to access. They are available to all, free to enter and open most of the time (although may be closed overnight).
	Accessible greenspace standards: Natural England has updated the original Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt, developed by English Nature) to include a wider range of open green spaces. It measures six categories of publicly accessible greenspace of increasing size and distance from home. It also includes criteria covering greenspace capacity, quality and accessibility for all. 
	Accessible Natural Greenspace: Greenspaces meeting the definitions of accessible greenspace and natural greenspace. Areas within which natural processes are allowed to occur including colonisation by plants and animals, at least to a certain degree.
	Amenity: The provision of elements that increase the enjoyment of an area by people.
	Ancient woodland: Ancient woodland is defined as an area of land where there has been a continuous cover of trees since 1600. Many have developed irreplaceable, complex ecosystems.
	Biodiversity: The variation among living organisms in all environments including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems. Includes diversity within and between species and ecosystems.
	Biodiversity Net Gain: A mechanism set out by the government through the planning system to make development leave biodiversity in an improved state. 
	Biodiversity sites: Sites that have been designated to be protected including SSSIs, National Nature Reserves, County Wildlife Sites, Special Areas of Conservation and ancient woodland.
	Blue infrastructure: Water environments including streams, rivers, canals, waterbodies (lakes and ponds) and coastal environments. 
	Canopy cover: A calculation of tree cover for an area, usually counted as a percentage of total area.
	Carbon sequestration: the uptake and storage (temporary) of carbon, for example by trees, grasslands and soils.
	Catchment: An area of land defined by its topographic watershed, including streams, rivers, wetlands and lakes, from which rainfall collects flows into a defined outlet such as a river mouth, estuary, tributary confluence or lake.
	Catchment Based Approach (CaBa): The Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) is a civil-society led initiative that works in partnership with Government, Local Authorities, water companies, businesses, community groups and charities, collaboratively working at a river catchment scale, delivering a range of projects to improve the quality of our rivers.
	Climate change adaptation: Changes made to natural or human systems to make them more resilient to the impacts of climate change such as more frequent and severe heatwaves and more frequent and severe flooding. 
	Climate change mitigation: Action to reduce the impact of human activity on climate change by reducing emissions from the burning of fossil fuels and land use change.
	Climate change resilience: Is the ability/capacity of places, communities and individuals to thrive in the face of multiple risks, uncertainty and threats posed by climate change. Climate resilience requires mitigation and adaptation actions that must be combined to tackle the current and future impacts of climate change.
	Country park: Country parks are important public green spaces often at the edge of urban areas which provide places to enjoy the outdoors and experience nature in an informal semi-rural park setting. Most were designated in the 1970s, under the Countryside Act 1968 with the support of the former Countryside Commission (now Natural England) with the intention of providing people with somewhere to experience being in the countryside close to where they live, and with facilities. 
	Ecological network: Habitats and species and the way that they interact and connect, often but not always in corridors of linked sites.
	Ecosystem: A dynamic community of living organisms – animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms – and their physical environment that interact as a functional unit.
	Ecosystem services: 
	Ecosystem services are the benefits to people provided by nature including:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	provisioning services (e.g. food, water, wood, construction materials)

	• 
	• 
	• 

	regulating services (e.g. water quality, flood regulation, erosion protection, carbon storage, noise reduction, air quality regulation, cooling and shading)

	• 
	• 
	• 

	supporting services (e.g. habitats, thriving plants and wildlife, pollination)

	• 
	• 
	• 

	cultural services (e.g. access to nature, sense of place, aesthetic value, recreation and education).


	Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan:
	‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’, sets out what Government will do to improve the environment, within a generation.
	Green infrastructure: A network of multi-functional green and blue spaces and other natural features, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental, economic, health and wellbeing benefits for nature, climate, local and wider communities and prosperity. (National Planning Policy Framework 2021).
	-

	It includes both green and blue infrastructure such as:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Parks and Gardens – urban parks, country and regional parks, formal gardens

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Amenity Greenspace – informal recreation spaces, housing greenspaces, domestic gardens, village greens, urban commons, other incidental space

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Natural and semi-natural urban greenspaces - woodland and scrub, grassland, heath or moor, wetlands, open and running water, wastelands and disturbed ground

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Green corridors – rivers and canals including their banks, road and rail corridors, green bridges, field margins, cycling routes, pedestrian paths, and rights of way
	-


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Vegetated sustainable drainage systems, SuDS, (please see definition of SuDs later in this glossary). Includes: green roofs, blue roofs, rainwater harvesting and smart controls, downpipe disconnection planters, rain gardens and biofiltration strips, swales, ponds, detention basins
	-


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Features for species such as bird and bat boxes, swift bricks and hedgehog holes

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Other - street trees, allotments, community gardens and orchards, private gardens, city farms, green walls, cemeteries and churchyards


	Green infrastructure assets: These include open spaces such as parks and gardens, allotments, woodlands, fields, hedges, lakes, ponds, rivers, playing fields, coastal habitats, green walls, trees, planting areas, meadows, green roofs, as well linear assets such as cycleways, canals, rivers and footpaths.
	Green infrastructure corridors: Linear green infrastructure along roadsides, canals, rivers, cycleways and public rights of way.
	Green social prescribing: Green social prescribing is the practice of supporting people to engage in nature-based interventions and activities to improve their mental and physical health. Green social prescribing includes both what is known as green and blue activities. These could include local walking schemes, community gardening projects, conservation volunteering, green gyms, open water swimming or arts and cultural activities which take place outdoors. These activities may be ‘prescribed’ by link worke
	Greening towns and cities: Increasing and enhancing urban nature and greenspaces; including wider environmental improvements e.g. reducing pollution and positive environmental behaviours such as recycling, active travel and public transport.
	Greenspace: There are many definitions of greenspace in use. The definition of greenspace for the GI Framework is as follows:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Greenspace is an area of vegetation that is set within a landscape or townscape. Greenspace can include blue space (i.e. lakes, rivers and wetlands), and may include built environment features.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Greenspace is not necessarily accessible to the public e.g. greenspaces include allotments (that are normally locked and only accessible to key holders), and golf courses (which may require club membership and or payment of a fee to access). Such greenspace has a significant role to play in the overall provision of greenspaces for recreation and enjoyment.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	High quality greenspace is designed and managed to deliver its intended functions and to meet defined needs. Greenspace may be urban or rural.


	Greenspace quality: Meeting the needs and expectations of both the staff and users of a site and the wider community and neighbourhood. Such sites are visually stimulating and attractive, safe and welcoming to all sections of society, managed and maintained to the highest standards of sustainability, and provide an enjoyable and inspirational visitor experience. The Green Flag Award is the nationally accepted standard for parks and greenspaces, supported by Natural England.
	-

	Grey infrastruture: Traditional infrastructure for drainage, power, communication and transport including structures such as dams, seawalls, roads, pipes, railways, water treatment plants, power stations, pylons, cables. 
	-

	Habitat: The natural home or environment of an animal, plant or other organism.
	Heat vulnerability index: Shows neighbourhoods whose residents are more at risk of dying during and immediately following extreme heat. It uses a statistical model to summarize the most important social and environmental factors that contribute to neighbourhood heat risk. The factors include surface temperature (from averages measured via satellite), green space, housing quality and in hotter countries where it is currently more frequently used, access to air conditioning. Some towns and cities, such as Bri
	Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD):The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is the official measure of relative deprivation for small areas in England. It is used by the Office for National Statistics and is the most widely used of the Indices of Deprivation.
	IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. An intergovernmental body of the United Nations. Its job is to advance scientific knowledge about climate change caused by human activities. 
	Inclusivity: The practice or policy of providing equal access to opportunities and resources for people who might otherwise be excluded or marginalised, such as those having physical or intellectual disabilities or belonging to other minority groups. 
	Landscape scale conservation: The pursuit of multiple benefits from enhancing nature across a defined area that make links to wider economic and social priorities (e.g. water quality, access to nature).
	Local Nature Recovery Strategy: These are strategies that propose how and where to recover nature and improve the wider environment across England. Preparing local nature recovery strategies is a statutory requirement under the Environment Act 2021. A Wiltshire and Swindon Local Nature Recovery Strategy is being prepared by Wiltshire Council with the involvement of Swindon Borough Council. 
	Local Nature Reserves (LNRs): Local Nature Reserves are usually declared (designated) by local councils but parish and town councils can also declare LNRs if they have the powers to do so delegated to them. LNRs can be large or small and be created where there are wildlife or geological features that are of special local interest. They must have a management plan. LNRs are intended for people and wildlife and used for purposes such as habitat management, quiet recreation, study and to interact with nature a
	Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs):LSOAs (Lower layer Super Output Areas) are small geographic areas designed to be of a similar population size, with an average of approximately 1,500 residents or 650 households. There are 32,844 Lower layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in England. They were produced by the Office for National Statistics for the reporting of small area statistics e.g. relating to the Census.
	-

	Multi-functionality: The ability to perform more than one function at the same time e.g. for nature, health and wellbeing, climate and prospering communities. In terms of green infrastructure this can mean providing opportunities for recreation whilst delivering biodiversity, contributing to flood risk management, and reducing urban heat stress through shading and cooler greenspaces.
	-

	National Education Nature Park: Launched in 2023 by the Department of Education, the Natural History Museum, the Royal Horticultural Society and partners. Schools are encouraged to make improvements to biodiversity and nature connection within their school grounds and communities. The activities and projects are uploaded to a virtual national ‘nature park’ which logs activities and the collective difference that is being made. There are also grants and resources available through the scheme, particularly in
	National Landscape (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, AONB): A National Landscape (formerly AONB), is one of 46 areas within England, Wales and Northern Ireland safeguarded in the national interests for its distinctive character and beauty. The southern part of the Swindon Borough lies within the North Wessex Downs National Landscape and the Cotswolds National Landscape is visible from parts of the northern part of the borough. 
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