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Bridging the Word Gap at Transition



What is the Word Gap and how many children does 
it affect?



Why does the Word Gap matter?

Having a vocabulary that is
below age-related expectations can lead to.…

Difficulty 
following 

what is 
going on in 

class

Difficulty 
working 

independently

Worse results 
in National 

Tests

Weaker 
comprehension 

skills

Slower than 
expected 

progress in 
both English 

and other 
subjects



Why does the Word Gap matter?

Why Closing the Word Gap Matters: 
Oxford Language Report 2018



Why does the Word Gap matter?

As a former English 
teacher I have seen 
the impact of the 
Word Gap first 

hand!

I often noticed a 
‘lag’ in Year 7 

pupils, where it 
took a little while 
for their writing 
skills to catch up 
with their ideas 
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Bridging the Word Gap at Transition

2/3 of teachers say that 
a lack of time hampers 

efforts to improve 
pupils’ vocabulary. 

Only one in four 
teachers has access to 
training or CPD from 
external experts and 
language specialists. 
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Recommendations
Increase the focus on 

academic vocab as 
pupils prepare for 

transition

Strengthen links 
between primary 

and secondary 
schools

Teach different 
styles of 

language, such as 
formal and 
informal

Plan vocabulary 
alongside the 
curriculum



Recommendations
Model and promote 
complex, specialist 

vocabulary and 
encourage word swaps 

Promote 
independent 
reading

Presenting a new 
word in a visually 

engaging way

Share word lists and 
associated activities 
with parents/carers



Keep in touch!
The Centre for Education and Youth
Telephone: +44 203 488 2765
Email: hello@cfey.org
Twitter: @TheCFEY
www.cfey.org

alix@cfey.org
@AlixHRobertson

Check out the Oxford 
University Press website
for helpful resources and 
other research:
https://global.oup.com/

Thank you!

http://www.cfey.org/
mailto:alix@cfey.org
https://global.oup.com/


Join us for the online launch of 
CfEY’s new book:

'Young People on the Margins: 
Priorities for Action in 
Education and Youth’

Thursday April 8th from 9-11am
https://bit.ly/3vAuHQq

Pre-order your copy with a 20% 
discount with the secret code 
FLY21: https://bit.ly/2XJhdSI

#YpOnMargins

https://bit.ly/3vAuHQq
https://bit.ly/2XJhdSI


Things to consider:


