
A Walk Around Old Town
 

1. Begin outside Gilberts on Newport Street in Old Town, Swindon  
Gilberts has occupied the same premises for more than 100 years.  It has always sold 
furniture and soft furnishings.  In earlier days it was also an auctioneer and even an 
undertakers! 

 
2. Walk along Newport Street towards Devizes Road

Newport Street is the oldest named street in Swindon, first mentioned in a grant of tenement in 
1346.  The building next to the “The Steam Railway” pub is thought to be the oldest surviving 
building in Swindon. 

 
3. Turn left into Devizes Road  

Devizes Road was once known as Short Hedge – possibly because a short hawthorn hedge 
grew some way along it.  In the 18th century, this road was the scene of regular Monday horse 
sales. 

 
4 Walk along Devizes Road to the Arts Centre

The Arts Centre was converted in 1956 from the old Bradford Hall.  Bradford Hall was built in 
1899 as one of the first purpose-built dance halls. 

 
5 Walk down to the corner of Devizes Road and Wood Street

Wood Street was originally called Windmill Street because there was once a windmill on the 
site of what is now the Kings Arms. 

 
6 Walk to number 34 Wood Street 

The upper part of number 34 Wood Street has not changed since 1860.  In the past, this has 
been a carriage works as well as a shoemakers shop.  The long windows in the roof allowed 
plenty of light for the workroom in the loft.  Glass was expensive in those days and would not 
have been used on living quarters. 

 
7 Walk to the front of The Kings Arms Hotel

The Kings Arms is a fine example of 19th century Swindon style.  It has fine carvings.  See if 
you can find the different plants on the front of the building.   

 
8 Walk to the end of Wood Street

Cricklade Street was originally called “Brock Hill”.  This road used to be much steeper, but was 
lowered when a heavily horse drawn coach lost control on the steep hill and somersaulted 
down the hill. 

 
9 Walk to number 42 Cricklade Street

John Betjeman thought number 42 was “one of the most distinguished town houses in 
Wiltshire”.  Built in 1729, it is one of several Old Town buildings with large cellars, probably 
used for smuggling.  This was the home of the Vilett family and has some funny faces carved 
on its frontage. 

 
10 Walk to number 4 The High Street

This building was for many years a Butcher shop, run by the Smith family.  It was also once a 
pub called the King of Prussia 

Walk back up the High Street to Gilberts to complete your Old Town walk. 


